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1 This essay owes a great deal to discussions with
Raphael Samuel over many years, to Gwyn Prins and -
several generations of students at Emmanuel College
Cambridge; and more recently to Nilo Odalia and the
lively audience at my lectures at the Universidade
Estadual de Sao Paulo at Araraquara in 1989.

2 For a famous (and debatable) example, see R. W.
Fogel and S. Engerman, Time on the Cross (Boston,
1974). There is a judicious assessment of the position
of economic history today in D. C. Coleman, History and
the Economic Past (Oxford, 1987).

3 J. Vincent, The Formation of the British Liberal Party
(London, 1966).
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