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etry and begins the new era of the ‘moder’ present which is
f;.resc:nl:ﬂd by a new gencration of pogets who are inspired
by modern ideas, use all kinds of Impro

provised themes apd compose
in a comparatively much more sophisticated style,

Beside the immense quantity of verse tlat circulates through
oral tradition, numerous folk songs are also current hoth in the
Western and the Eastern Balochg which have not yet been
collected. It needs a patriotic awaren

ds €ss onthe part of Pakistan;
scholats to save this importang segment of national literature from

sinking into oblivion, Qg author seems to have pioneered this
effort; for his Balochi

Kahnen Shaliri op “The Classical Balochi
Poetry’ is likely to remain the first standard work of its kind
produced in Balochi.

University of Sind, N. A. Barocr
Hyderabad Sind.,

June 14, 1960,



There is also considerable volume of poetical literatyre
in the Eastern Balochi arca which remains to be collected Th:
poems of some of the early poets (sixteenth century) like | Mith.
Rind have not been included in Dames' work. Fﬂrmnmla
these are still preserved through the oral tradition of the profess; “1yy
minstrels, the Loris and the Baloch ramwis {rhapmdista]_ [11.:,,::1,]':““lli
Shah-Wali Rind pertaining to his romance with Girdnas ar = of
popular throughout the area.  OF the later poets, the ]wet :
of Taukali, who became famous for his romangce widﬁ;ld
Sammao, are as numerous as

they are popular thy
Eastern Balochi arca. Only one of his Pﬂgms T hnughuut the

by Dames in his work (Vol. 1, p- 147). “EN Included
The language of the Marri Baloch i rich in war-

which have been transmitted from generation Eizﬁiagihql_l;d,
These yet remain to be recorded.  Within the s ation,
the living tld;:ts, (t]'.licrc fourished suely pocts a
the raizwar shair (‘the community poct’) Bijg, bRk
Rahm Ali, belonging to the Shiheja f:?n'.j]'] T s
section; Arav Marri who died about g cars  apg:
Umar of the Kahan district wheo died ahc?-.rrt Iguaii;nh:ﬂif
and Bandch Ali belonging to the Shahejd section, Rahm gﬁt;
and  Mulla Umar composed epj

“PIC pocms  commemorag
the bawde of Gumbaz fougl .

_ lm;twcm the Marris and the
British forces in 1919,  Rahm Alj's CPIC TUNs into 1200 verses,

Jamal Khan of the Baranzai family of the Bijarani section, wha

is 15 years old is the top ranking lyrical poct of the Marri Baloch

and his love-songs are original both from the paint of fecling
and imagery.

H

Mention may also be made of Mulls Mazir of the Bangulzi
section, a patriot who was exiled by the British Government from
his homeland, Baluchistan, because of his famous pocm (com
in four different languages—Balachi, Brahui, Sindrhl and Fﬂ:ﬂ
in which he condemned the Sibi darbar,  These II'Q:IW'I-L:T; 8
Dritish sponsorcd annual official gatherings ‘!-'-‘hfh_; iy 12
chicfs attend in order to demonstrate their loyalty
British Government.

Also in the Bughti area, considerable 1:‘""'5‘.*' ;n]r;w,lnﬂi may
through oral tradition. The aged Bughti F";I of Balochi Hﬂ:
considered to be the most rn:nhﬁc living :Entpﬂ‘iﬁpﬂ!-‘a?“ﬂufﬂ
has lived for 100 years and his numerous €08, ' pgdond
the spirit and contents of the Balochi poctry 1

n':qdi'!iﬂﬂi
With Jawinsal ends the epoch of the




pocims such a5 (1) Ship: 7
Jalal Khan’s 1. =S Farhad (5 Sacns
() Unar- i1 % () Sabdad g por, () Mi
and (9) Mir Kaler. (7) hﬁ"ﬂa Izzar- &-; k (3) Unm-&_Mﬂh_ﬂ
= = &-Hajirah Dagheiygey, (8) Saddo- &-Keed,
Qrcover, a ]'.‘l,rg(: n L n
later times a HIBer of poemg
] among s r";;fﬂ ﬂllrren_t thr::fi rh nr‘;flf:fj-?d by t{ﬁ F“Em.nf
e 3 Was Bohir sop of Abd iton. The earliest
community of Dagen, ul Nabi of the Rind Baloch

" fourished by the turn of t]'nl::1 c?EﬁtEEUJ;‘P e i
Ith century, His influence as

- a poet was great and he lef :
| wohich has continoed ag b d;g]cdﬁi::y of poetry in his own family

; Haji '
and Al:r_dul Rahim are the present living ;ﬂcg ;iﬁiérﬂillldm gnhl
to Bohir, the two Rind brothers of Mand, Mulla Fazi] nn};l. ME

. Qisim, sons of Chawash, became the e i

A e st poets rmes
Mulla” Fazil surpassing all others in hjsP art, ‘F E: n:igl:gfndm;

two brothers are held in great esteem in the realm of Balochi poc

even today. Their rivals in fame were the two poets of th i
_ ! ¢ Kalmati
community, Mulla Haider and Gwahram. ﬁxc tradition of Fazil

and Qasim was carried on by another poet of the Rind i
namely Mulla Bahadur of Mand, mf:; it i ;nﬂ lmiiﬁ;ucgn ;1’;.':
though ineffectively, by Mulla Ismail Rind of Tump and Wali
Muhammad Dashti of Sunt-sar Village in the Dasht area of
Makran.

The compositions of all these poets of more recent times, have
also not been collected and published. Only occasionally, poems
of some of them have appeared in the two Balochi magazines,
the Ooman and the Balochi of Karachi.

In central Baluchistan, Jam Durrak Dombki, the Poet Laureate
at the court of Mir Nasir Khan, the renowned ruler of
Kalat (1741-1795 A.D.), was a lyrical poet par excellence and his
love-songs are recited in different parts of Baluchistan to this day.
But for his five love-songs recorded by Dames;1 even the poems
of this great poet have not yet been collected and published.
Presently, poetical tradition in the central region is being carried
on by Nasir Kubdani (50) of Kharan and Adam Hagqani (50) of
Jahuin Jhalawan, but their verses have not yet been recorded,

. Taukali’s contemporary, Muhammad Khan Gishkori of Mall
in $ibi, who died in 1920 at an advanced age (124 years), was
_“]5” a poet whose verses are sung to this day.

—

1. Dames, M. Longworth: Popular Poeiry of the Baloches, op. cit., Vol II
{text XLI-XLVI), pp. 125-130 and Yol. T (translation, pp. 124-128).
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based on a general inquiry by the compilers of the gazerree
318 [

™5 indicyge
that time a considerable volume of Balochi VEISe  yyae
that n:iu tf1r oral tradition of the Makran and Kharan lll:-l:t]ﬂ;:
CUrren v

“A considerable body of literature exisis i." \"E’rslrnshﬂaluﬂli

| muany of the |L".!1..1itlg mecn I'il:"-l..'F Fl.‘ll‘luks‘ klltt‘r‘-ll as d L "-‘n'l'lll:'h
'ﬂl-“:' faw :ll.l.‘l.'itlu:' l\;]_u;“h;, ane [1_"1_‘1.1-rl.1l'."L:I 11 ﬂ'l.lu" I'i'l'hll:‘." fhu'l--l'-:'-f[{"r. An]nn
:1::l:11n:r: fomons of those pocms may be Inﬂjlﬂﬂlwd that ".'fm.uuj.u,_:
the Rind migration; two poens giving details of

l tl'iﬂ' 1.'1[“11\1,_15, THIE&
- Kech-Makran, one of them being compused by Allu son of
;t“ilﬁ.;.;.xm; a ballad by Ghulam ﬂlhl rlusmhmE Malik Dinar Gichki'
fighe with Taki Khan, Nadir Shah's gene ”t'-thnun

ral; another by
Kalmati ﬁc&:‘ﬁbiug the fight between |I.1n1:1!*-r:—-]i'h:-.l1d and the
aur

Portuguese; and lastly a poem describing a hight at Lashkaray g

in Panjgur between” Mir Mohim Khan Nausherwapg and M
Goharam Gichki of Panjgur on one side, :-udll.lu: brothers 4 Khan
and Zangi, Brahuis of Nushki, on the other."1

" As in Makran, Baluchi ballads are commen and pular (3l
in Kharan),  Among the best known being the h:ilaﬂpl;mm the
fight of the Rakhshanis with border raiders at ap-eN awar, tha of
Malik Dinar Mirwari witly the N.m:-.hrn'..mii, that of Malik
Drosten: Mausherwani with Mg Zarrak Dl At Badubughe, hear
Anpira (Anjirkan now), and the baule of the Nausherwanis with
Nadir Shali's tronis at |{.]:|LI1.:."1

Ever since the publication of
seriont attempt has beeyy made -.11.1rin;_1 the |
to wiiting this vast body of Balochi verse
have been lost for ever during tls
wore ol the ],'-|n-ll wWiogial munstrel
I:|n;|:'..

the above mentioned works, po

AL 5O years 1o redoce
« Many poems s

'Eun:.; peniod due 1o the death of

s and otlers who remembered

Frosent iquines indicate thoa

Foems, which are gy OwWn 10 have been collected or
|:'“1- lishied o far, are sull current i Western Daluchstan,
puticalashy m Mukran, where they are being sung as dactans: 3 the
war-hallads such g (1) ||.i1i'n.1tan--5¢-]hlu:g, (2) the war wong of
Mican (Chakars nephew),  (3) Qambar- &-Mihrib, (4) Hanole-

tnd, () Chakar KRolwa, and () Lalla- &-Giranaz; and the love

the I'tﬂ'ﬁnwil‘ng war-hallads and

i = 1

I Baluchiag L T T Laaret ooy Series, Vol V1 iMakran), The Times Press,
H.-'-"‘.'.'-._ h'-1'1 re. Kl22 "
M Vol VIl (K iran), The Times Proas, ['Iﬂl'fﬂ.'l-i_.'r'. Im?:::llr allithed b¥
rEorted by Fair Muh iminud Baloch, the radio snger, i
L3 e | l'I-J wf [ T

; : o (Balochi
¢ Player, Neo: Muhammad Mirasi, the radio an:
o ), Karsehs Sian n, Radio Pakbtan

ra

-




ome i HEAD. 1, =

e R Rwlmhm::!udr.d
years :Lflrf:rw.ar:tr..;]g,_.'“ﬁ;l*[jhr,?'I""II .ﬁmfaﬁf sﬁf:fhﬁifmﬂ"h‘“;‘“"g‘f“ﬁ
rosults of s resonyl . Started collochin 'Jj;]aj"--'ﬂf"g"f' Neadly 35
volumes entjyfud w3 {13':-'5-1353;5] G ?'EIH:P“EHF and the

¥ Popylar P were published 1ager 1 j
the only “Ontemporypy, | 2 of the Balpchysy Hetu R 02
both Balochi Pﬂmﬂ"*r:udﬂcal scholar who ineluded e . ."‘:"'“;.
{-deu}, "wlliﬂh w:.'lﬂ th,{: ﬁ]_-s:hc' P‘ICISE.‘ Etﬂll'iﬁs_ i:“l ]]is B!'ﬁh:ﬁf'—hf.-m?ﬂ
S : the Baloches 2 Re;gfzn;:al work of its kind eVer written
c::-llf:cm_zg Balochi poems ang publishi yer subsequently starged
from his private press VEE TR g-ﬂ.l_‘?mm[’?ﬂ_lphler forms

P P at Fort MUIIIG {DCI'E :
and subsequently at the Sikandra Orphapas Ohat Khan Districy)
1900-1001.3  The works of both I,Igm“%'?ﬁﬁ' Agta, during
utilized by Dames and, thr:rcfam,hispnpﬂ he Mayer, were

: i x f ity :
published in 1907, is the uct e wg; Paetry of the Baloches

k on the subject.
Yet, Dames’ otherwise excellent work is conE R
scope: it incorporates poems which considerably [imited in

: €5 po were current only j
half of Baluchistan. “It will be noticed”, pnints'fnut.[}mngs E]E?:?E

“that the whole body of poems given in this volume belongs to the
Northern variety of the Balochi language. T have not been able
to discover any poems in Mekrani Balochi.”d By ‘Northem
variety” he meant the Eastern Balochi, and by ‘Mekrani Balochi’
the Western Balochi. Thus, his work contains, at best, only a
representative but partial selection of Balochi poems which were
current in the oral tradition of the Eastern Balochi arca, f.e.

the Marri-Bugti country and the districts of Loralai and
Dera Ghazi Khan.

[t scems, Dames did not attempt to extend his inquiries into the
Western Balochi area, orelse he would have casily discovered a
large number of poems. The different volumes of the Baluchistan
Distriet. Gazetteer Series were published in' the same year (1907) 5
in which Dames” work was published. The following statements

I. Dames, Longworth M.: Popular Poetry of the Baloches, Vol, 1 (translation)
and Yol. I1 (text), published by the Roval Asintic Society, London, lﬁﬂ?,_

2. Hetu Ram, R.B.: Biluchi Nama, Lahore, 1881, . This work was transated
into English by J.M.C. Douic and published at Caleutta in 1885,

3. Dames, Longworth M.: Papular Pociry of the Raloches, op, ¢it., Introduction
P xiv.
4.  Ihid,, [ntroduction, p. xiv.

5. Volumes IV and IV-A covering the Bolan and the C!mgm’l mm.ji-h ".Fﬂ{f.
published a year earlier in 1906, while all the other volumes covering the
rest of the districts were published in 1907.
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alation as well as strong soctal cobesion of the mam stock ul
ok * y

th
Baloch race.

However, being o verile pocple :ﬂwnj.l's. imvalved iy Wans an
migrations, the Baloches Lad neither the taste nor O Ty fi
Bak (]

could be accumulared e the form of written recond, gl

tradition hq:in!_ll the m:lj‘ chiel repm ..-ilni}' ol their trilal TR TR
1|u: |.1L1IJ'I'IL‘i'!|" l;llL‘S* l|'|.r." |'|'”-"'-'i"!'-. 1..;:||1!:;-. u“uw,- ;'llll.i WL, Ilu- I:'I]I-l ;:,L'L-.]r,;.,_
representing, their wit and wisdom, and the sweet ||,|1|_-,,i-,,1:r“_1 the
loving mothers.  These represent the earlicst SUrViving ¢l; el | |
Jj;.li_mkhi hteeature, and have come down 1o LS t|lTnu|;'|| e oy

tradition of the race dating back to the 1511y century A ],

Mo serious attempt has so B been mude 1q colleet Balocl,i
proverbs, maxims of life, fairy tales, love storie ard

narratives—wlich constitute the main hud}r of Baloehi s,
The purely Balochi love stories are Ltﬁu.’!"}r CUrrent i |!“.],l.”:l'_
form as Dastans or the romantic ballads, by 3 number of g,
are also narrated i prose. OF these batter, the Prose! versions ”',[-
only a few have so far been recorded in Hety Ram's Biluehipana),
and in Dame’s two works The Balochi Texr Book (1891) and pa il
Poerry of the Baleches (1909).  These ston 105 constitule an impn‘iﬂ:_l.:l
part of the rraditional lore o Mihe Baloches, and the colleetion of
prose versions still remains w be undertaken.  The MOrs comman
Balochi stories were collected and complicd by Lewis! angd Dag -
and their collections were published during the firs quarter ol this
century.  Dames in his Text=-Bool of the Balochi Languepe has Fm n

the text of 33 miscellncons stories of which 12 are purely of
Balochi arigin.

R

|1I'-.r1'.1 1l

Ii:l.'l-t‘

1A

In terms of andquity, content and form. the vast body of
Balochi poctry may be classified ae ‘classical’ and ‘modern’,
il popularity amonge
be the eriteria fi
I-hi: H.‘llnchi I‘m:_'

anl
the mastes and s appeal to the village folk
w judeing “folk-literaure’, the entire volvome of
try comstitutes ' folk literature’ of the ﬂﬂh'ﬂm- fer,
most of the Balachi poctry, in all ats forms and varicnies, has not
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yet been written down, and it survives only through the ©
tradition current 4 meng the people,
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Attempts at collecting and compiling  Balochi i;ﬂfi']f;rnil o in
miade comparatively recently, but they were both
*eope and incomplete i treatment, 2w
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21. uba: ajivaspa: Uti: Arsama:

22. dam: ava®a: Kama: dha: Darayava
23, um: hya: man&: pita: avam: xs

24.  aya®@iyam: akunaus: ahyaya:

25. Dbimiya: ya©a: vasiy: tya: fya®@arg

20. aya®iya: abava: vasiy: tya: fra@ara
27.  m: akunaus:
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Translation,

15-27: “saith Xerxes the king: My father was Darius; Darius's
father was Hystaspes by nay

ne; Hystaspes’ father was Arsames by
name. Both Hystaspes and Arsames were living, at that time—

thus unto Ahuramazada was the desire—Darius, who was my father,

him he made king in this carth. When Darius became king, he
uilt much excellent (construction)”,

Modern Balochi (_Eastm-n}

15. ... shi: badshah:
16.  badshah: mani- pitd: Dgra
V7. yosh: Darayosh: pita: Vis

18.  taspa: nama: anhiya: washtasipa hi-
19. ae: pita: Arshama: nama: anhiyan: u
20.

la: vistaspa: uta: Arsham:

21.  ubd: anjivatan: an chi: Auramaz

22. da: and vatha: kih ma: anha: Déardyash

23.  umahiya: mani: pita: avan: ba -

24, dshah an: khannavish: danhiya:

25.  budhini: yatha (yas@): Ddraydsh: ba

26.  dashah: an bava: vassentiya: farsara ( parsara)
27.  an: anhanavish:

The similaritics, both in word and -:nnstrua::tiun hcmgen the
language of the inscription and the current slm::m Bnllnt:hi are so
marked that Balochi must be ans:;htrm]} as the ::Fntmuntmp of
the very language of the 1|15cr1Pt‘=_ﬂ“‘5i Hml 5 o .ﬂm written
language of the reign of ?{cl:xus 1{,11&“:' Sth "'-'m{'f”r’.‘r B-'EE:. T]ﬁs_
astonishing historical continmty o thc Cursent S“j]'-l of Balochi
ﬁ'mu the c.‘l]'li'l'.‘:'-t tmes 18 duﬁ o € comparative ¥ fﬂfltlﬂu:d
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halochi is raised to prEcEninEns o y own. has Preseryey
the old tenues in all positions, even afte vowels apg liquids, In
this respeet accordingly it stands on alevel wiyly
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Aecording to Gricrson " Balochi

hi as an Eraniun I:mgunge, OCCUpicg
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“Balochi resem les most m].ll:‘l_‘ Eranian |:H|gu;;g.t5 in Shﬂ".‘i.l:iug 5
nearer relanonship to the ancent language of the Avesta thap 1
the Okl Persian, the court language of 1y Achaemenides, ooy
which Modern Persian is dircctly descended,”s Whether "Meder
Persian” is descended from the court language of the Achacmenides
15 4 question beside the lpuint presently.  Bug ope may draw agen.
uon to the fact that ¢

1 present spoken Eastern Balocki closcly
resembles the language of the Achacmenide inscriptions,

The following inse
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Fiption  pertaining

to the accesion of
discovered at

Presepolise may be cied

Text of the original incription (lines 15-27)

15. ... Batiy: Xsayarsa:

6. xsaya@iya: mana: pita: Ddaraya
7. vaus: Darayavahaus: pita: Vis
8. tdspa: nama: aha: Vistaspaiy
19.

a: pito: Arsama: ndamo: dha:
20. 1a: Vistaspa: Uta: Arsama:

Quoted from his Grumedriss der Iranischen Philolegie (Yol 1, i, p. 417) b
Denys Bray in the Baluefiistan Census Report, 1911, p. 131 pecinnens of
& Uricrson, Ge TEe Abraham: Linguistic Survey of fndfa,
Languages of Eranian Family, Culcuttn, 1921, p., 33.
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Kent, Rolang .. Old Persian Grammar, Texis. ﬁiﬂg mwm. 'wﬁ;‘
Serigs, Vol. 3%, Ameriean Oriental Society, o 4 Tines of whic
1950, pp. 149-50, The inseription (XPf) run e
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INTRODUCTION

This work entitled *Kubnaen Baloch Shahiri (The Classical
Balochi Poetry) represents a critical edition of thirty typical pecms
of cighteen well-known poets of the classical period of BGalechi
poctry extending up to the sixteenth century AD, Of the P
sclected, sixteen are men and two ladies. Of them, ten belong "o
the period of the Thirty-Year Rind

-Lashar War, the most
renowned in the Balochi annals, of who

m cight tock part in the
many battles foughe during this long drawn struggle, The seleetion

of poems is a representative one, including one typical peem of

each poct, except in case of Bewargh, Murid and Balach: of these
three poets, four poem

s of Bewargh, two of Murid and six of Balach
have been included,

The main criterion underlying the sclection appears to be the
importance of cach poem in so f; it Tepresents some typical
traits of the Balochi '

¥- The editor has also
selected for inclusion some poems, the wrong texts or the wreng
mterpretations of which have hitherto raised controversics, But

most of the poems are new and have been brought to light
tor the first time. For nstance, of the 30 pocms included in 1liis
work, only 6 are found in Dame’s Popular Poctry of the Palocl.es.®

A comparison of the texts of these pocms in the two works indicates

that the versions given in this edition are more complete and
correct,

In his commentary, the editor has attempted to clarify some of
the controversial issues by evaluating the substance of (ha peernsin
the context of the Balochi listory and tradition, His mtreductie
to each poet and his commentary preceding the text of eacl, peem,
epresent an original contribution to the developmen

t of mode
Bilach prose and criticism. The Cxpression 1s couched iy, a

figurative language and vigorous cmotional style, though ;e
Arguments represent a call to common-sense and reason,

The classical Balochi poctry represents bath ﬂ}E
reflecting the basic values of the Balochi way of life
carliest known specimen of the literary forms of the Bal

mli.ﬂs-t T{:mrd
a5 well as the
ﬂC}ﬁ]ﬂﬂguaEg.

..... " e & bR B g ; £} o b By

------- s of Nodhhandagh (pp. 92-96), Haivatan (7-8), Bala h

U T v o 24 Dotk (35350 0, iy
‘iéa? & 47-49), X3 (52-56) and XL (121-124). See M Longworth Dames,
Fn;:-;mfm- Poetry of the Baloches, Vol. 11 (text), The Roya| Asiatic Society,
London, 1907.
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