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What is poets ? by stein Haugom Olsen

The conception of poetics as an objective and
systematic or indeed even a {{ scientific}} study of
literature has gained wide currnec among theorist
and erities since the last war. Primarily this has been
due to the influence of the sematic poetics which
formulated upon the new critisim but most recently
the sturcturlist poetics and france has developed
simillar ideas.strucurlisim and semamntic poetic and
indeed draw their ideas from very diffrent source but
they shair a common assumption wich may be called
the axiom of objectivety. This assumption can
formulated roughly as follows"the litterary work is a

piece of discourese" a text" possessing certain
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characteristics which make it what it as"a literary
work .As a piece of discourse it is eccessible to all
the speakers of the language" its qualities can be
observed and classified by interested observers and
if ,in a particular case , there is dispute about what
these qualities it can be settled by reference to the
text itself . Thus a systemstic (the structurelist say "
scientifie) study of literary works is possible which
wiil ultimately lead to a full understanding of the
qualities which make a text into a literary work. The
text accorded an object like status in the semsntic
thoery it is labelled "artfact " .in scientifie (sturturlist)
poetes texts are "phenomena" to be studied
seientifically. The axiom of objectivity manifests itself
differently in the two different theories. The point of
departure for these scientific poets is that all
discourse is structured. This stucture goes beyond
the rule governed combination of word of the
sentence.Larger piece of discourse can also be seen

to be sturctured in particular the sequence of
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sentence or texts which we recognize as literary
works have characteristic structural properties.These
properties are analogus to the structure properties of
sentense and constitute a higher order language with
its own unites and grammer. Poetics identifies the
units of this language and describes the rules of
combination. It became this way a " linuistics " of this
higher order language .

For example describing the structure of plot it is
possible to use catagories analogous to those of
noun , adjective and verb used in linguistic

description . .
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