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Preface.

The Baluch race as gne among thowe sempcivilizes  and
histarie races, whase cullure and  erature  recereed Bt
lintle attention from  the pen of prominsst wholan, A
mighty race withoul a hiterary hstory, offers 2 phencenenon
in fTace ol which scholarship or scence stands  zoashed,

Halucht languapge antil recenl years, kad oo ownillen lderature
though 11 possesses a greal body of popular pocmms inciuding
epical  ballads, romantc tales, dicscin. and rehigous
poems, love songs, oL tales and legends which had been
arally tranumitted  [or centuries  from ape 1o age apd
tongeie (o tongue, apd this oral tradition in literature s,
mfact, by no means uncommon among illiterate peoples. This
aral tpansmmssion still continues 1o the present dzy, and no
careful scruting  has ever been made 1o distinguish the
penuing friom the spurious, as # resull, much has been lowt
hy careless narrators, and much added by succeeding pocts.
Dearth of peace and prosperity, dearth  of unity and
discipline and dearth of organization and education,
resulted  unfortunately, to  dearth of literery activities
and scholarly pursuits, The Baluch glory, as it 1s, found
its climax through the display of sword and shield rather
than in letiers. A country where ignorance, illiteracy,
prejudice and tribal jealousy rule supreme, and which is
al the same time destitute of any academic centre or
research institution, destitute of any not to say of well-
established library, devoid of all means and opportunitics




scholarship, therein  the production of an
quthentic work should be considered no less a miracle.
To collect, collate and commit 10 writing all scattered fund
of literature, hitherto, preaerved roughly and desultorily
by less known, less heard and illiterate persons of extreme
old age in the remote COFNETS of Baluchistan, where yet
the need for means of communication remains A pressing
problem, is the most arduous task for the inguisitive and
inquiring mind of any scholar 10 get varied and intimate
knowledge of the subject. Few pseudﬂﬂwrimrs whose educa-

tion and experience began and ended within the precincts
of their village in Baluchistan, have compiled and edited

the poems of some of the Baluch poets without resorting
to facts and figures and the result has been that their

publications without any originality or novelty and charm,
acceptable to some less-informed readers, but they
e of the students of authentic works
on Baluchistan, and specially of scholars who draw literary
materials from original sources and from records of
unassailable quthorities. In the eighteenth century SOmE
of the British officers wrote some books regarding the
Baluch people and Baluchistan. Colonel Dames wrote
a book entitled *Popular Poetry of the Baloches”. Ttisa
collection of the old Baluchi poems, but majority of the
poems are incomplete, irregular and incorrect. However,
the book provides a crude material for credible research
work. 1, therefore, had long felt it as a real need to write
a history of Baluchi literature, in order to lift the curtain
of darkness from the face of the Baluch culture, and check

required for

may be
serve not the purpos



future literary ambiguities about lacts and datas, lest the
dust on ancient time would lie unswept, and immense
errors be highly heaped lor reality to over-peer.

In writing this book, my svstem is that adopted by the
illustrious and excellent orientalist Professor Browne in his
Literary History of Persia, However, | acknowledge my
shortcomings particularly in that references could not be
supplied in every case, as no standard work so far has been
written on the literary heritage of the Baluch race, and therefore,
[ have had to go back to the traditions and native sources of
information, authenticated through historical deductions
regarding facts and datas. Assuch, [ feel no indebtedness to
any orientalist whose literary labour has been conveyed in
these pages. While reproducing poems in this volume, T have
toiled to my utmost to get the correct version. In many of
the poems the genuineness of which has been disputed I have
minutely scrutinized and compared its diverse versions
conveyed through diverse narrators, before arriving at the
genuine version. [ have been obliged to translate the poems
into English without the grace of rhyme, which others, more
expert than [, might have accomplished without departing
widely from the literal rendering which it has been my sole
effort to give. 1 ast but far from least, it has been my aim
to accomplish a work which should serve as a pgeneral
introduction to the subject, and which should be less
scientific for ordinary readers and too popular for students
of literature.,
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Chapter |

Introductory

This work, as its title signifies, is a literary history of the Baluch
people. [tisanattempt to depict the intellectual characteristics
of the Baluchis as shown by the reflex of their own mind. To
display what contribution the Baluch mind has made so far in
the field of literature, is the main purpose of this production.
We are not concerned with the product of non-Baluch mind.
This book, therefore, will exclude from consideration, the liter-
ary contribution of those who were not of Baluch blood, but

d Baluchi as their medium of expression. The Baluchis be-

use
commonly known

long to the great family of nations which is
in history as the “Semites”, who, on account of their descent
from Shem, the son of the prophet Noah, are addressed such,
ylonians, Assyrians, Kaldians, Amm-

This term includes the Bab
s, the Hebrews, the Sabeans,

orites, Canaanites, the Phoenician
the Abysinians and the Arabs, All the above named races

lived at the same time in the same country as one people and
spoke cognate languages. I To write a detailed history of the
Kaldians or of their descendants, the Baluchis, forms no part
of the plan on which this present work is conceived, as this

has been already done in my previous works. The Baluchis be-

I “Civilization Past and Present’ h}r T.W, Wallbank. and M. Taylor

Val.l, P, 268.
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dian tribe who were @ Syro-Arabian people be.
ch.t  In due course of time, most
shed leaving but a very dim pic.
ture of their ancient record. Itis not the field of this book 1o
the relation of the ancient Semitic languages to each other,
that the youngest ofthe Semitic
languages, the Arabic is too close to the original archelype, the
‘Ursemitisch’ form, the parent of all ancient Semitic languages,
ist Noldeke. * marks the ancient and extant
gemitic literature from the Babylonian time ( 3000—500 B.C.).
The cuneiform inscriptions show that the language of the Kal-
dians was Assyrian and the language of the Assyrians was (oo
similar to that of the Syrians. We hear Eliakim saying to the
officers of the Assyrian King—"“Speak, | pray to thy servantsin
the Syrian language for we understand it”?, The language
spoken by the Prophet Abraham (peace be upon him) distinctly
resembled the Hebrew, and his own name was definitely Semitic,
Even today, the Kaldians of Kurdistan speak a dialect closely
akin to the Hebrew. The study of the Assyro—Babylonian,
Hebrew, Arabic and Ethiopic languages have proved that these
languages were cognates. Kaldia stood forth as the parent of
world civilization. Forlong states that, “even those European
classical writers who erroneously give to the Greek language
and civilization an Egyptian origin, cannot avoid showing us
that Greeks attributed their genius, impetus, and intellectual

long to the Kal
longing to the Kushite bran

of the ancient Semites vani

show
but we can fairly assert

The learned oriental

| For exhaustive account, the readers are referred to:

“The History of the Baluch i
Baluch Ehlp}::tr rhiy g Race and Baluchistan" by M.5. Khan

1 Die Semitischen Sprachen (Leipzig, 1899).
3 26th verse of the 1Bth chapter on Ind, kings
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advancement to Eastern life and
. B thought emanating
thite Kaldia™.! The fall of the last Bah}'lﬂniaﬁ :;I:Hf{rflztﬂ;

ruled by Kaldian dynasty happened in 538 B.C afler lasti
88 years.® The last ruler of the Medes.? Ast}'ag&s‘ wasrd ?Sllﬂs
by Cyrus, the Achaemenian, in 550 B. C ar:d lhciﬂz& t:
passed from the West Iranian Medes to the S;ulh-lranian II;:=
sians. The last great ruler of the second Kaldian dynasty “.ﬂr;
Nebuchadnezzar, the son of Nabopolassar, under whom the

Kaldian empire reached its Zenith. A wolf in sheep's array,
Nebuchadnezzar, extended his rule over several races and re-
gions, and finally, subdued the Jewish kingdom of Judah in 587
B.C. He was followed six years after his death by the worst
ruler of his line, Nabonidus (553 B.C.), whose rule represented a
record of pleasures, pains and vain-glories, For few years he
revelled in tyranny and enjoyed the tide of pomp that beats the
high shore of this worthless world. Later on, he left the reins
of the government in the hands of his playboy son, prince Bel-
shazzar. Devoid of any experience and intellectual armour,
this young prince made the entire kingdom a nourish of loss,

of slaughter and discomfiture.  Magnificent and mighty
sovereignties are destined tobe grated to dusty nothing. A
new power under a powerful hand arose to eminence, to make
defeat on the full glory of Babylon. OfF grave and austere
quality, most fit for his post and prestige, Cyrus, performed
wonders with his sword and soldiery, Cyrus attacked Babylon,

| “Rivers of life," By G.R. Forlong. vol.ll.

7 See Canon of Prolemy (an Babylonian record) an
Assyrian Canon.

1 The Mades were an Iranian race speaking an

d Sir Rawlinson's

Iranian language.




- o but the Kaldians stood nol in
the fate of the Kaldian
d historical places into
friends of noble

the ¢
their ancient strength,

manarchy in 538 B.C, and devastale
ane mound. Nahonidus, his family and
rouch were deported 1o Kirman, then the city of kites and
The Achacmenian domination forced the Assyrians
ndon their early ancestral seats of em-
Kltshilc—Kﬂldiﬂn tribes mi-
and Babylon and settled
n the neighbour-

CrOWS.
and Babylonians 1o aba
¢ multitudes of the
grated in cloudy masses from Kaldia
0 the Armenian and Kurdistan highlands i
hood of the Caspian sca. Even before the conquest of Cyrus,
a great number of Kaldians and Babylonians in 708 B.C. and
612 B.C.had moved towards the northerly province of Persid.'
om Shih Nimeh Firdausi, that the Achae-
employed the men of Gilan, Allan, Saroch,
As a general rule, the conquered
he manners, customs, traditions

pire, and grea

As such we learn [t
menian govereigns
K och, Baluch and Kurds.

people often copy and adopt
and language of the conqueror. The Baluch people once dis-

tracted from Kaldia, forever lost Kaldia and Kaldian language,
but strictly preserved the historic customs of their ancient ance-
stors, the Kaldians, up 1o the present age. Their language gave
way to the onsel of the conquerors, and the Semitic tongue, in
course of centuries surrendered to the Old Persian language,
the language of the Achaemenians. At the end of the seven-
teenth and in the beginning of the cighteenth centuries, several
western scholars, t‘rl' whom Chardin, Kaempfer and Le Brun
stood on the top, toiled on a considerable scale the work of tran-

| See Rawlinson's Assyrian Canon.
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scription and illustration of the Achaemenian monuments,

Early in the nineteenth century, illustrious scholars like Qusley,

Ker Porterand Rich after careful study brought with them

drawings and reproductions 1o assist the labours of the students

of ancient history. The chiselled epigraphs of Persepalis, the

scriptions of MNakshi-Rustam and the riddles of the great

rock of Behistiin had perplexed generations of inquirers, In-

fact, first inGermany Professor Grotefend, at Paris by M.

Burnouf, a1t Bonn by Professor Lassen, and independent of
these, Sir Henry Rawlinson, in Persia itself, were attempting

to ereate out of the symbols, first an alphabet, and out  of this

alphabet a language. Successively, point by point, by calm

analysis the riddles were solved, and thus, astonishing discover-
ies flashed in the domain of discovery and research. The
inscriptions of Darius and Xerxes, bear some similarity to the
present Baluchilanguage. Regarding the original language of
the Baluchis i.e. the Kaldian language, the Baluchis to our age,
have kept safely some of the words or names as given below:

Kaldian Baluchi
Shildnch Shildinch (Cheese)
Bel Bel (day or sun)
Istir Istdr (Star)
Eshts As (fire)

However, the Baluchi language can roughly be called a relic
of Old Persjan language spoken 2,400 years ago by the Acha-
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rholds the Medic branch of the
fthe Baluchi language. The
Medes belonged 1o Persian
an language closely akin to Old Pers-
held by the learned scholar Nol-
hi language as belonging to the
¢ Indo-European

Another schola
the parent 0
holds that

emenians.
Avesta language as
most probable view
blood and spoke & Persi

sian, and the same view is
3 Grierson classes Baluc

deke.

persian branch of the ATYaH sub-family of th

family.? The development of the Persian language can be
ked periods:

traced to three well-mar
(550 B.C.—330 B.] C.)
form inscriptions and proclamations
nd of Cyrus and Darius on the rocks
i.Rustam and the columns of Per-
presented by these inscriptions is
alled Old Persian,* and the vocabulary not €x-
few hundred words.® Infact, the present
the lineal descendant of the language

1., The Achasmenian Period

is represented by cunei
engraved by the comma
of Behistin and Magsh-

sepolis. The language re

Persian language is

spoken by the Achaemenian rulers.

(226 A.D.—652 A.D.)is represented by
and on monuments, and the
nder the ascertained light of

7. The Sasanian period
inscriptions on eoins, gems,

literature of this period comes U

A, McDonnell, P, 197.

ulndia’s Past” by A
18a7), P. 12,

Aufsaize zur Persisch. Gesch (Leipzig,

Sea Spiegel (Leipsic, 1862)

|
p
3 See Linguistic Survey of India.
4
5 Darmesteter, Etudes Iranignnes, val, |, P.7,
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history, and is exclusively theological.! More or less. it
represents the present form of Persian language but Wf‘.l{;“}"
devoid of Arabic influence, 1t is generally known as Pah-
lawi, as it was the oflicial language of Sasanian Persia.

The Muslim period (900 A.D. to the present age). The
language and literature of this period, we call the “Modern

Persian’’, and there is a little difference between the ‘Pahlawi’

and ‘Modern Persian’, but for the influence of Arabic langu-

age and religion. The Pahlawi script was forced to give
way to the Arabic, and the knowledge of the Arabic tongue

became indispensable to the Persian people, Zorastrianism,

the ancient religion of Persia, completely surrendered to the
unchallenging force of Islim and Arab doctrines.  The
Old Persian during the Achaemenian rulers was the language
of the court, of law, of commerce, of diplomacy and litera-
ture. The Baluch race to some extent kept safe the root of
their Semitic language, engrafting thickly on the main trunk,
the Achaemenian dialect, the language of their conquerors,
and to some degree, kept it unchanged during centuries of
their stay in Persia, though the Old Persian of the cuneiform
inscriptions which varying in many points from Avestic
dialect which is akin to Sanskrit, had undergone considerable
change and modification in its own land by its own people
as shown above. It would be too tedious to draw a

[ this period, the readers are

For an exhaustive account O
wn the Exrent;

referred to the Standard work by E.W. West,
language and Age of Pahlawi literture”
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hard-and-fast line showing the period as when the Baluchis
surrendered their Kaldian language to the onset of the Old
Persian, but we, in all probability, can assert that the change
took place between 550 B.C. to 226 A.D. We find a note-
worthy phenomenon in the Baluchi language regarding the
alphabet* ¢ ' (kh), both spoken and wriltenas® s ’
(h), for instance Khudi as Huda, Khin as Hian, Khurfisin
as Hurasan, Khiyal as Hiyal, and K hair as Hair, Khiin as
Hon, etc. In the Sanskrit language the pronunciation of
‘kh® as “h’ is a common sight. Etymology has taken an im-
portant place among the sciences denoting the social contact
and impact of different races with each other, but we should
not forget the last philological maxim, that ‘whilst language
i< a test of social contact, it is no real test of race’ Since the
migration of the race from Kaldia--Babylon till their final
settlement in'Baluchistan in the thirteenth century, the Balu-
chis for two thousand years had been engaged ina struggle
for survival in alien lands under alien domination. Persia
had been the main place where they moved from province Lo
province and prince to prince. The original Baluchi Semitic
ndered to Old Persian, while the door of Old
ta allow all sorts of corruption to

creep in, and did not survive intact. The race today inhabit
q vast territory stretching from the borders of Kirmin to the
of Panjib. Hence the Baluchi language is a
the chief loans
o Sindhi,

language surre
Persian stood open

water--shed
confused admixture of various languages, but

are from Persian and Sindhi, or dialects related t
We briefly deal here the influence af other languages on

the Baluchi language.




After the advent of Islim and its complete success over vast
regions and races of Africa and Asin, the
The influence of  Arabic language becanze the most reverendd
Arabic and sacred Banguage of the entire Muslim
world,  During  the early Middle Ages it
was the main vehicle ol learmmng, and was spoken and writlen by
all eivilized and learned Mushms, of whatever nalionality they
might be, from the Indus 1o the Atlantic.  The Baluch people
converled to Islam during the Caliphate of *Umar’, *the great’,
the second Caliph of Islim.'  Perhaps, Baluchis are the first
people among other races who embraced Islim outside Arabian
peninsula. The Baluchi vocabulary has a great number of fore-
ign words, the proportion of which differs in the different dia-
lects. The Persian and Sindhi words, thus borrowed, are very
common. By pruning all the imported words twined round the
Baluchi language, there remains uncovered a weak trunk of a
language which seems to be a very dim relic of the ancient Se-
mitic family both in root and sound., In the classical Baluchi
language, the use of the alphabet *&" (th), which conveys a
purely Semitic palatal sibilant, is the base of Baluch phonology.
The Arabic words, hitherto, used in the Baluchi language with
pride and perfection, are deemed by the Baluchis as pure, typi-
cal, ancient rather clzssical. All the famous, patent and typical
Baluchi proper nouns or names prevalent ameng the rustic
tribes, is practically the same and commonly used among the
Bedouin Arabs of our age too. Save the Baluchis and the
Bedouing of Arabia, in no other Asiatic races, these names are
Prevalent.  We mention few as under:

' Futuh al Buldan, by Ahmed bin Yahys al-Beladhuri, P-373
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Baluchi

8 9
Sl
i)

Arabic

O
Oy
Jol
Jy-
13
<l 3
odoze
r)lsl‘.(
Jos

:f*E'

bes
-
E'J
o
)5
S
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The ‘Abb. isid Cﬂhphﬂlﬂ l:ﬁh D. ?51]—]253] Was an empire of
Neo-Muslims instead of anempire of the

Turkish influence Arabs, whoonlyformed one of the num,.
rous constituent races. After Caliph Hargp
_al-Rashid (786—809 A.D.), all thesuccessors of the house of
*Abbas, wereaddicted to luxuries ofthe worstkind, from
Hyperion's rising in the east until his very downfall in the sea,
they revelled indebauchery. Surrounded by aknot of mouth-
friends, odious parasites and slaves, everything at Baghdid
became out of joint to an extent that the mostimportant and
consequential happenings that happened daily under thevery
shade of the reigning Caliph's nose, passed unnoticed and un-
heard. During this age of degeneration, the two Shiite Per-
sian dynasties, the Buwayhids and the Siménids arose to pro-
minence and theirdomination shook the Baghdad Caliphate to
its very foundation. By the middle of the tenth century, the
Buwayhids made themselves supreme in the Caliphate. The
glory and grace of the Buwayhid line yet remained in suspense
whence thereappeared onthe Muslim stage a distinguished
general, prince Mahmid, whoin 998 A.D. inherited from his
father,Sabuktagin, a Turk, a small kingdom which had Ghazna
forits capital. With demoniac energy and incrediblespeed he
carved out an empire stretching from Lahore tolsfahan. Sul-
tan Mahmd shattered to pieces the Saminid dynasty and robb-
ed the Buwayhids, ofa large portion of their domains and dealt
a death blow to their vanity and valour. Inthe first half ofthe
eleventh century A.D. a tribe of the Turkomans, the Seljugs:
under their leader Tughril Beg, overthrew the Ghaznavidhege-
mony then already torn with internal dissensions. A little later,



Tughril pushed his conquest further and overran the empire of
the Buwayhids. The last mighty Turkish dynasty that held
sway over Persia was that of the Timurids. During thesecen-
turies of Turkish domination over Persia, the Turkish tribes
flooded Persia, and the Baluchis lived side by side, tent by tent
with them in the province of Kirman, Khurasan, Seistin and
Herit. During their social contact with Turkish tribes, the
Baluchis borrowed from the former the names of their tribal
organization and even the names of the beast of burden, ete.
in Baluchi are Turkish as stated below:—

Baluchi
Ulus

Tumin

Bolak
Il

Tumandir

Ligh
Olakh
lghar
Addi (brother)

Urd

Urgo

Turkish
Ulus race or nation)..

Tumin (tribe exceeding ten
thousand) .....evuasiio.

Bolak (clan)
Il (family)

Tumandar (Chief of the
tribe)

Lagh (male donkey)
Olikh (any beast of burden)
lghar (attack)

Adda (father-in old
Turanian)

Urda (army)
Urgo (to rush)
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nded over a vasl territory, and

civilization exte
far excavated

important centres 50

The Harappa
its most
Influence of have been Harappa (in Szhiwal district,
[ndian languages (Punjab), Mohenjo-Daro (Larkiana district,
Sind), Rangpur ( Kathigwar peninsula),
Kalibangan (northern Rajasthdn), and Shihi—Tump in Kech
vﬁlh:y of Makurdn, seems [0 have been the far-western outpost
of aforesaid civilization.!
tions of ancient mounds,

studying the excava
ones, pottery, an

that Indus valley ©
of Baluchistan i.e. Kachhi, Las-

d Kharan ; all these territories
oric settlements of the Bronze

d stone implements have

Archaeologists,
ivilization extended

burying-places, the b
come to the conclusion
to the neighbouring territories
bela, Jhilawin, Makurdn an

contain a large number of prehist
__1500 B.C.) of peasant commu nities.*

Jture from another, the archaesologists
he Nal ware in Baluchistan and

Amri ware in Sind presents close similarity and seems to be
ure, which is better known today as

Amri-Nal settlements were succeeded
ho owed allegiance,

Age Cultures (3000 B.C.
[n distinguishing one cu
mainly rely on potiery, and t

products of a single cult
Amri-Nil culture.  The
by another wave of peasant communities W
con R.E.M. Wheeler. The Indus civilization; J. Marshall. Mohenje
Mals I-1Il; 5. Piggett

!
Daro and the Indus civiZation...eesereees

Prehistoric India.

2 Regarding broad classification of the prehistoric cultures of Sind
the discoveries of Stein and Hargreaves in

and Baluch'stan.
Baluch'sean and of Majumdar in Sind are worthy of note.

3 SEE iPrehistoric lrmdia h",l" Seuart Plgen
: , Pro* ;
Archacology Ed]”burgﬁ Unl'-'ur:ft-_.r_gg tt, Professor of Prehistoric
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perhaps not Lo a petly state but to an empire. A com plete agree-
ment in details of material culture, with similar scenes, potlery
vessels of identical Lype, and a uniform script, as vet unread,
has been found over an area stretching from the Makurin coast
to Kathiawir.  The earliest ethnic complexes that settled by
the mid-second millennium B.C. in the Indian sub-continent
were the proto-Dravidians and proto-Mundas.  The Mundas
were related to the earliest Negro-Australoid ethnic group.
Proto-Dravidians settled in the west and proto-Munda in  the
east of the Indiin sub-continent.  Ancient historians refer 1o
the *the Asiatic Ethiopians™ inhabiting the south-eastern part
of Persia and Baluchistan, 1 These Ethiopians in all probability
seem Lo have belonged to the Dravidian group of anthro-
pological types. During long aeons of time, these races of
same blood and same culture made strange advancement in the
slow but steady upward climb of man. When a new race or
tribe came in, they enslaved their predecessors and advanced
the existing civilization with new skill and strategy.
Mankind stage by stage escaped from primitive savagery
to pastoral stage, and finally to the settled stage into the

community of civilization under consolidated monarchies,
whence the clouded knowledge of archacology passed into
the ascertained light of history. The ebb and flow of congeries
of peoples descended in hordes from central India, Panjib
and Kathiawir to settle in Sind and its neighbouring territories
L.e. ancient Baluchistan, and even from Makurin Coast they
took the route of Persian gulf, and penetrated as far as Babylon,

| Herodatus, Istaria, 111,94: VII-T0
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where they appeared as Su merians of ancient history, angd even
further planted colonies in Phoenicia. After the collapse of the
first Kushite—Kaldian dynasty at Babylon between 1700--160)
B.C. we find an exotic dynasty of Indian blood, the royal house
of Mitanni, who deified the deities of Indra, Milthrd, Varung,
and the Nasatya, * The Mitanni dynasty ruled over a part of
upper Mesopotamia, and their territory extended from Carche-
mish on the Euphrates to the nei ghbourhood of Tigris, embrac-
ing the valley of Balich and Habur, besides Arrapkha (Kirkuk)
on the east of the Tigris. The name and the tribe still survive,
and we have a big tribe named Mitanni or Mithini in Bihaw
(Persian Baluchistan) and in Sind, where they speak Sindhi or

Jadgali (Jat-gali).

The fate of the Indus valley civilization was sealed for ever

by the barbarous Indo-European or proto-Indo-Aryan tribes
who entered the Indian sub-continent from the North through

the Khyber, Gomal and Bolin.

three famous passes,
pvili-

They completely destroyed the magnificent Indus valley ¢
zation, and with the passage of time overran everything that
stood in their way. All the major centres of Harappan culture
were wiped out once for all.  The collapse of the Indus valley
civilization according to D. Gordon ? took place between 1750
and 1300 B.C., but W. Fairservis ? holds that the Indus valley
civilization saw its end between 1300--1200 B.C. Many archa-
cological findings of proto-Indian seals in Mesopotamia dating

| “An Encyclopedia of world history,” compiled and edited by

William L. Langer. revised edition 1952, P. 23.
2 “The Prehistoric Background of Indian Culture.” by D.H. Gordon
3 *The chronology of the Harappan civilization .." by W Falrservis.
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from the fiest hall of the second millennium clearly depict that a
regular intercourse between the Indus valley and the countries
(o the west of it still existed al that time, ' and, therefore, the
fall of the Indus valley civilization happened most probably
botween sisteenth or fifteenth century B.C.  As a result of the
invasion ol the proto-Indo-Aryan tribes, a host of indigenous
population dispersed towards far-off lands. Names of some
tribies and towns in Baluchistan indicate that the proto-Dravi-
dinn tribes did settle in these areas. For instance the Bhil and

Bhand tribes of Makurin, the Gadrii tribe of Las-beldi, the
Vanechhi tribe of Harndi Tehsil (district Sibi), the town of
Mundii (Sibidistrict), Kolpur (Bolin pass), and Kolwi in
Makurin.

About the commencement of the Muslim era the Brahman
dynusty of Sind held sovereignly over Miakurin, The Chach-
nimeh gives the following account of Rii Chach enroute

Kirmiin in 635--636 A.D. todelermine the western boundaries
ol his dominions:

"When Chach had settled these matters, he made up his
rmind to determine the boundry of Kirmin, which was adjacent
to the posszssions of the chizfs of Hind, At this time two years
had elapsed since the Hijra of the Prophet of God (peace be
upon him). *After the death of Kisra bin Hurmuz bin Fars and
the disruption of his dominions, the management of the affairs
of the kingdom devolved upon 1 woman, When Chach was
informed of this, he determined to go 1o Kirmin with a con-
siderable force. Al an auspicious time, which was fixed by

I ©f “The indus Clvilization" by R.E.M. Wheeler: PP, B4-88.
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the astrologers, he marched towards Armabel. When pe
arrived there, the chief of the place came to receive him. Chach
proceeded from thence to Makurin. Every chief that was met
offered him submissions. When he had crossed the province of

Makurin and the hills, he entered another district. There was

an old fort called Kanarpur. He ordered it to be rebuilt and

according to the Hindu custom a ‘naubat’ of five musical instry-

ments was ordered to be played every evening and morning in
the fort. He collected all the people of the surrounding villages
and completed the building. He marched from this place to-
wards Kirman and halted on the banks of a river which ran
between the country and Makurin. There he fixed the eastern
boundry, that is, the boundry between Makaran and Kirmin
and planted numerous date trees there upon the banks of the
stream. Healsosetupa mark saying: ‘This was the boundry
of Hind in the time of Chach bin Silaij bin Basabas.2 Now that
boundary has come into OVer possession”.3  Many Indian
tribes settled in Persia and ‘Iraq during the early periods of
Islam. While mentioning the provinces conquered under the
Caliphate of ‘Umar, the great, (A.D. 635--644) al-Beladhuri!
adds also the ‘Territory of the Zatts'---the territory between
Ramhormuz and Arrajan. According to the same chronicler
Caliph M‘uawiyah in 670 A.D. transmigrated considerable
number of Zatt (Jat) families from Basra to Antioch on the
Orontes, and other Syrian Pports. The successor of Caliph

| Modern Las-bela.
2 In the chachnameh it is written as “*Bisas".

3 Elliet's History of India,Vol. I. P. I157: see 2
by M.K. Fredunbeg, P. 38,
4  See “‘Futuh-al-Buldan.

lso Chachnameh eranslated

B — -
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al-Ma'min, the ‘Abbjsid, attacked g

834 AD. and forced them 1o serne g Ainzarba on the
northern frontier of Syria,

nd defeateg

aluchistan Proper and Pers-
dhaw and Dashtigri), 5 number of
alien elements amalgamated themselves with superior Baluch

tribal units, for the common motive, a desire to better their
position in the tribal socia) scale, and their
and neighbourhood affected adversely
language to some cxlent, and as such t
of Dombki territory, the Jacobibad dj
left bank of Indus, Kachhi, Las-belg 1

is impregnated with f oreign words, and
ce of Indian Prakrit tongues,

long connection
the purity of Baluch;
he Baluchi vocabulary
strict, the tribes on the
and southern Makurin

bears the strong influen-
and Prakrit idioms, chiefly Sindhi.

The above account of the contact of alien races with Baly.
illustrate the effect of linguistic forces that in past

changed
the course of Baluch longue and affected its vocabu

lary and
vocality, but the future danger is not yet wholly gone. _TI'_m
fate of the Baluchi language is somewhat doubtful even within

the set boundaries of its proper and permanent homeland, Balu-
chistan. Normally a language coincides with race but this is
by no means always the case. Baluchi. at present, stands at the
top of the scale as spoken in the cou ntry, but there seems a local
war of the languages, the bilingual struggle within the land.
The vernaculars of Baluchistan belong to three families. Iranian,

I The greater number of the inhabitants of Las bela speak dialects

which are known as  Jadgali, which may be considered as belonging
to the Lari.

chig
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Indian, Dravidian, between whom a three cornered struggle for
supremacy 1s constantly in progress, The Pashto and Baluch;
the two main members of the Iranian famuly, are too old riv:l;
in Baluchistan. The Indian Champion is Jatki or Jadgali, assis-
ted by its active members Sindhi and western Panjabi (known as
Sarahiki). Of the Dravidian, the Brahui® is the sole represen
tative. and it has no friends or allies elsewhere, hence stands
isolated and beleaguered abound by Aryan languages. The
Indian tongue gets fresh reinforcements from Sind, the Iranian
from Persia and Afghanistan. [t is worthy of attention and
analysis, that the Indian champion i.e. Sindhi language has
better chance to attack and influence Baluchi, firstly as the boun-
daries of Baluchistan are open (0 Sind, for being under one na-
tional government, and secondly occastonal migration of the
Baluchis to Sind, which 1s probably as old as the settlement of

the race in Baluchistan, But the chances of future vegenera:
tion of the Baluchi language sccms to be less, for it is worth a
hat Baluchi which had no written literature lew de-

is now being preserved perfectly by various Balv-
and mofeaver,

mention, 1

cades b:fore,
chi academic institutions throughout the country,

i1 has been included in the curriculum as & scparate subject fot

For detalts vee: M. B. [mensas, Brabul snd Dravidisn comparstive
Grammar, PP, 62,70 Lawnen, Die Sprache der Rrahuin T enuachr
(. die Kunde det Morgenl, V. IMY Trumpp Grammatiache
Untertuchengen uber dis Sprache der Brahul Abhand der K.
Payer Ak, de w- { 1850
Allah Bakhih. Handbook of the Brahui languape farschi 1677}
Bigg-wither. Gulde to the wtudy of Brahul i Altahabad 19071
Mayer. A Brahut Reading. book hudhisna. 1907) ; Denys de 3
Bray, the Brahui Language (Caleutra 190%),
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higher study In the university of Baluchistan, The Baluchi
language has a vast vocabulary, and in laconism it remains most-
ly unsurpassed and hence can be easily recognized as one of the

wittiest in the world. A Baluch, according to Mayer, “can say

as much in five minutes as some nations in a quarter of an hou r,
his speech is telegraphic and passes from a man to his neigh-
bour with speed”. ' As in all special pastoral societies, the
Baluchi vocabulary is rich in names for every aspect of the herd,

with special words for ‘a cow with a peculiar calf’, ‘a cow barren
after calving’, “a six-month old calf”, *a two-year old ox’, ‘a four-

year old ox’, and so one. One may compare the infinity of

Baluchi words for camels with the unlimited number of Arabic

words for the same animal. The Baluchi language 2 can be
distinctly divided into two dialects:

l. The northern dialect spoken by the tribes of Kachhi, the

I Mayer's English-Biluchi Dictionary, P. 2. (preface)

2 For an extensive study of Baluchi the following books will be of
great help to the readers. Etymologic des Balucl, by Geiger,
Lautlehre des Baluci, by K. Bayer; A Grammar of the Baloochee
language as it is spoken in Makran (London 1877) by Mockler;
“Grammar and vocabulary of the Mekrani Baluchi dialect (Karachi
|888) by Marston” “*Biluchi Handbook". (Lahore, 1874) by Glad-
stone; Manual and vocabulary of the Biluchi language” (Lahore,
1874) by Bruce: “Baloch classics” )Fort Munro and Agra, 1900) by
Mayer; ‘Annotated English translation of Biluchi-nama (Calcutta
1885) by Douie: *Biluchi-Nama (in urdu) by Hets Ram (Lahore,
1881), “*Die Sprache der Baluken, in Zeitschr' fur die Kunde
des Margenl.,(1842), Balochi text-books (Lahore, 1891) B mm::’
A description of the Mekranee Beloochee Dialect: Journal ot ¢
Bombay branch of the Royal Asiatic Saciety, |875, by Pierce.
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the Sulayman mountains, the Derajat territory

pper Sind, and the tribes on th,

the Jacobdbad district 10 U
left bank of river Indus,

or southern dialect extends over Makuran
histan. Besides this we can also classify
q third dialect spoken in Kalat, Kharan, the northern desert,
Seistan, Garmsir and around Hert territory as Rakhshini
dialect. The Makurani or southern dialect has eastern and
western varieties, of which the western is affected strongly
by modern Persian. There is great difference in pronuncia-
northern and Makurini Baluchi but are
As compared with other Persian

The Makurani
and Persian Baluc

tion between the

reciprocally perspicuous.
languages, the distinctive points in Baluchi are as under:

The vowel system is entirely well kept.

The distinction between € and i, between oand @ is fixed,

and not lost as in Modern Persian. However, there is a

cogent tendency for @i, u to become i, i, which is common

specially in the northern dialect.

The German Orientalist } points out the following main

points in the consonant-system which mark the originality of

Baluchi language.

The preservation of medial and last surds which 8
weakened to sonants in Modern Persian.

The preservation of medial and final d, which is usually

weakened to y, i in Modern Persian.

“Die Sprache der Balutschen in Grundriss 4. Iranischen phil"
b Gelger:

(Strassburg, 1898, and alse Etymologie des Balucl, oY
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The hardening of spirants such s kh, 1 th into k, p, t, which

is mainly marked in the Makurini dialect and not in North-
ern dialect where it become kh, ph, th.

Original h v of the Modern Persian becomes w,

Original v becomes g w or & before vowels,

Original d j and 2 are preserved stparate, and not confoun-
ded in a common z as in Modern Persian,

Following are the chief phonetic points of difference

The inclination to aspirate surd consonants as k,

ch, t, pis
confined to northern Baluchi,

The termination ag so common in Makurani or southern
dialect is—agh in northern Baluchi,

Medial and final letters in southern or Makurini dialect have
a lendency to become the corresponding spirants in northern

dialect, 50 k becomes kh, g becomes gh, ch becomes sh, dj
becomes zh, p becomes f, t becomes th, d becomes dh.

Considering these transformations between the two Baluchi

dialects, the northern dialect seems to be simple and sympho-
nious as compared to the Makuriini or southern dialect. ?

“The Encyclopaedia of Islam™, edited by M. TH. Houtsma, T.W.
Arnold, R. Basset and Hartmann, Yeol. |, P. 634,
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However, in concluding this introductory chapter, it will not be
out of point 1O mention that it is essential for the study of Baly-
chi Janguage which is a corrupt form of Old Persian, 1o know
something of Assyrian and Aramaic languages, partly because
the Baluch race belongs (o the Semitic blood and partly at all
periods of history Semitic influence both religious and literary
exerted itsell heavily on persian thought and idea.
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Chapter 11

THE BACKGROUND OF
BALUCH CULTURE

Heredity and environments are chief factors which deter-
mine the culture and character of a race. Peculiar racial dis-
tinction, instincts, traditions, customs, physical and climatic
factors, laws, social organisation and social contact constitute
the basic factors that give shape to the chiel characteristics of a
certain race.

The term Baluchistan in its vast meaning includes the
whole country over which the Baluch race is spread without
regard to past or present political boundaries. Curzon descri-
bes the boundary of the eighteenth century Baluchistan as “the
country between Helmund and the Arabian sea, and between
Kerman and Sind......." 1 with the exception of the Indus
valley the whole of these regions are comprised in the Iranian
plateau. Tn the Eastern part of the country the mountains are
an extension of the system of castern Afghanistan, and the high-
est peak is that of Kaisar-ghar (11,300 ft) in the Suleyman range.
Proceeding westward through the central Kalat highland into
Persian Baluchistan these ranges take a nearly east and west

| “Persia and the Persian question.” by George N. Curzon. val. I,
F'..1'55. ‘_-—"" s Y

1 !__
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directon, and then in Persian Baluchistan north-west and sough.
east directions till they meet the Kirman highland or those of
Khurisin west of Seistin. The highest peak in proper Baluch.
istan is that of Chihltan (11,390 fi). and in Persian Baluchistap
Koh-i-Taftin claims the highest peak (13,500 ft.). The north-
ern chain of mountains on the west of Quetia the level of the
plateau falls towards the Shoriwak desert and Helmand plain of
Afghanisian. On the sea coast the mountain chains often break
in majestic cliffs, the most famous is known as Ras-Malzn. In
short, the whole Baluchistan plateau bounded from all sides by
mountain ranges presants a2 bold and rugged outline. The
climate of the entire country is generally dry and extremely severe
with great extremes of heat and cold. The sister-towns of
Sibi and Dadhar in the Kachhi plain are probably among the
hottest places in the world, and few vears back. in the winter
sezason. Quetta once claimed the coldest night in the inhabited
world. Rainfall is everywhere small, and cultivation is only
possible in the limited areas in which flood or perrenial water is
available for irrigation. The greater part of the mountain ran-
ges are barren rock and in a few limited tracts in the central high-
land small forests are found. There are patches of olive forest
(Olea cuspidata) on mount Dilband and Nagii in Sarawin dis-
trict and mount Shinghar on the north-east of Quetta, a tract
covered with wild pistachio (Pistacia Khinjuk) on mount Chihl-
tan, a juniper forest (Junipzrus excel-a) at Ziyirat and Harboi on
the east of Kaliat, and patches of Pinus Gerardiana and Pinus
Longifolia on the Suleymin range, but in the rest of the country
there is nothing that can be called a forest. Dwarf-palm (cham-
acrops Ritchicana) and tamarisk (Tamarix Gallica) is common
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in the dry water-courses of some of the valleys. Aromatic
plants are often seen in the dry hills, and medieval Makuran
was famous for the production of myrrh, spikenard and bdelli-
um. The central highland of Quetta and Kalat produces the
finest fruit of everykind, and Makurin has the monopoly of date
fruit of excellent quality. According to reports the country
has vast resources of mineral wealth, but generally speaking
so far, no serious attention has been paid to exploit its hidden
treasures.  The appalling waste, barren mountains, forbidding
valleys, irregular ridges on the coastal area, all bare like a lunar
landscape, have, on the whole, stamped upon Baluchistan the
imprint of desolation. Baluchistan is larger than the United
Kingdom but its population is only that of Liverpool. Belgi-
um is only about one twelfth the size of Baluchistan but has a
population nearly nine times as large. Within such a rock-
walled country, the Baluch people receive their nurture from
their cradle to their grave, ! Never any central government

| .For exhaustive Information about the Baluchis. their conntry and
ethnography, ete. the readers are referred to the following works.
“'‘History of Baluch Race and Baluchistan". by Muhammad Sardar
Khan Baluch, “Travels in Balochistan, Afghanistan, etc by Masson
{4 vols) Londen, 1844), “From the Indus to the Tigris," by Bellew
(London 1874), The country of Balochistan™, by Hughes (London,
1877). “Unexplored Balochlstan,” by Floyer (London. 1882), *'Our
Indian Borderland,” by Holdich (London, 1900), ““Notes on the
Baloch tribes of the Derajat’, by Bruce (Lahore, 1870', “Travels
In Beloochistan,”” by Pottinger (London, 1815, “Persia
and the Persian Question”, by Curzon (2 vels London 1892},
“Motes on Afghanistan and part of Baluchistan™, by Rouerty
(Calcutea, 1880). “The origin of the Baloch (journ of the As
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or political organization or any discipline ever changed the soc-
ial aspect or political institution of the Baluch race. Geo- his-
torical facts combined with nomadism and tribalism proved
ever a bar to the culture of cultivation. The monotony of social
polity and barrenness of the country is reciprocally reflected in
the Baluch physical and mental make-up, Nomadism has
automatically strengthened the roots of tribalism and tribalism
or party chieftainship ever ruled the race, and the rod of the
mighty had been the law. Under the tribal or in a broad sense-
feudalism the entire Baluch race suffered from the tyranny of a
chiefship which compelled complete acceptance of traditional
ideas and gave little scope for intellectual freedom. The
chiefs had the privilege of antiquity upon them and nothing had
been so gratifying to them as a blood-feud, a murder, ora

Sae. of Bengal, 1895) by Mockler: “The Baloch Race", by Long-
worth-Dames (London, 1904); *Eran ische Allerthumskund” by
Spiegel (3 Vols, Leipzigh* VWanderings in Balochistan," by Macgre-
gor{London, 882); “Les Aryens au Mord et au sud de I'Hindou
Kouch,” by Ujfalvy (Paris,|B36); “Dry leaves from young Egypt™.
byfEastwick (Lon dan, 18511; “Report on the Census of Balochistan”
by Hughes-Buller (Bombay, 1902); ““The History of India"', B vols.
Ellict and Dowson,{London 1867-77); *'Sind Revisited"', by Burten
(2 Vols London, 1877); **Sindh and the Races that inhabit the
Valley of the Indus,"by Burton iLondon, 1851); **Scinde’’, by Burton
(2 Vels. London, 1851); “The Arabs of Our Indian Frontier;"" by
Haldich; Journ of the Anthropological inst. Vel. XXIX; *Eastern
Persia”, by John Lovett(2 Yols. London, 1876). mGrammar of
Balochky Language™ by Leech: lourn. of the As. Soc. of Bengal,
1838; (Lahore 1874); "The Indus Delta Country,” by Haig, (Lon-
don. 1894): “The forward Policy", by Bruce, (London 1900); **Life
of Sir Sandeman”, by Thornton (London 18%5).
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quarrel or dissension within their tribesmen, They are prone
to make trifles of terrors, The tribes, therefore, have been aceus-

tomed from ages to the simultaneous delight and exhaustion of
their energies in inter-tribal warfare. As it is, the tribesmen
dislike the chiefs and among the tribesmen who deserve greatness
deserve their hate ; the chiefs care not who is like
to rise, who thrives, who declines, and who dies. Neither
age nor experience taught the tribal chiefs anything. Bound
with plenty, are unbound to any principal. They have power
to command and the tribesmen none to forsake. They are
armed with dignity and power, and therein wealthiest, the

tribesmen protest to be poor, and therefore, powerless, The
result has been that the highways of fortune leading to  the

benefits of pen were marred by the curses of both social
and political life. No scientific or philosophic literature
existed beyond few meteorological and medicinal formulas,
Their literature only translates the literature of sword and
shield, arrow and armory, brigandine and bravery, Peace,
prosperity, soothing environments and well established
society necessary for the advancement of literary pursuits,
had never been the idols of Baluch life, and as such, we
find, the entire race indisposed to the sublimities of art,
literature and administration, hence we meet with no great
Monument, no great work, attached to their name.
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reserved to great extent their blood
The Baluch pf:ﬂp]:'fr;;?;: Eud purity., To them the Baluch race

is the noblest of all nations. The reasons

Chf:::f:{ea:isﬁns which make the Baluch IJ-E'I?NE of pure blood,
of the Baluchis and the best representative of the ancient
Semitic family biologically, * could be attri-

buted to the seclusive character, political isolation, superiority

complex and in the monotonous uniformity of nomadic and
tribal life.  Ethnic purity is a recompense of the most un-
pleasing and isolated environment, such as al? the E.aluch_ terri-
tories afford. According to Baluch conception, virtue is not
inherent in a person, but it comes 1o ONE a8 hereditary possession
which he derived from his ancestors. Feudalism or tribalism
has been the governing institution as stated already, and it
pitted one tribe against another tribe, one chief against another
chief, and thus the enmity of both individual and tribes had
decimated the vigour and vitality of the race. Under this nel-
arious system force 1s the final authority, and the abuse of power
is when it disjoins justice from power. The whole race, as such,
to the present day, is steeped in poverty to the very lips. Feu-
dalism is yet playing its losing game in the ‘Age of the Atom’,
and is bound to be doomed. Henry Martin states about feudal-

ism that *it concealed in its bosom the weapons with which it

would be itsell one day smitten™, 2 The general atmosphere

of tribalism was one of violence and so inter-tribal or private

warfare was a common sight. The worst evil of the age was

its
| “History of Baluch race and .
Chapter |, PP, 1_2?."“ Baluchistan™, by M.5. Khan Baluch,

1 Quoted b-:" Ggurﬂe Burts g
Ages, P. 122, " Adams, Civilization during the Middie
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captives and criminals. However, the hard
the times, the high morality from nomadic
d the social prejudices of class distinction,
all these favourably and harmoniously combined to make the
whole race most sincere, sentimental and of tough fibre as com-=
the man of the palace and pleasure. The fighting
d bz the chronic mental condition and foray the salt
of maaly occupation. The Baluchis had ever been Strong, skil-
full to their strength, and furious to their skill. To die on the
battlefield was considered as the only astimable end for a viva-
cious person of noble blood: to die in one’s bed was looked
upon as a pitiful cowa td’s death, Endowed with unquestioned
Courage, Capacity and Charactcr, the Baluch people have ever
been sensitive, sentimental, simple and sincere. The most €s-
teemed thing to a Baluch is his honour. In the Commonwealth
of nature, he is born under a reserved star, not to woo honour
but to wed it. If it be an offence to covet honour, a Baluch is
the most annoying soul alive. With the Baluch, hospitality is a
sacred duty, rather an article of faith, and the symbol for family
dignity and honour. Nothing would please the host, save the
most exalted service to his guest. Following their ancient
Semitic concepts of poesy and heraldry, the Baluchis adhered
strictly to the chivalric code of conduct. 1t demanded sincere
and strict fidelity to one’s chief and to one’s vows; and the firm
preservation of tribal hegemony and honour; protection of
women, children, refugee and maintenance ol hospitality and
reverence toward womanhood. The culture pattern of the
race never changed but has ever remained the same. Altera-

tion o ificati : i
r modification, progress and evolution are the laws which

cruelty 10 gnemies,

and tough life of
life and warfare, an

parl:d to
mood woul
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he seldom heeds and honours. Immune to any change, favour-
able or unfavourable, he is contented with his “house of hair'—
tents of either camels or goats hair. The dry and barren pla-
teau and towering mountains are the preserver of his sacred
liberty and traditions. The Baluch denizen of the mountain
feels more proud and perfect than the ultra advanced man of
the twentieth century stepping on the moon. A Baluch has his
own patent vices and virtues. “The tribes of Balochistan”,
“hold but an inferior rank in the grand scale of

writes Masson,
their intellectual advarcement or

society, whether as regards
their acquaintence with the arts of life: yet, with e

cesses generally attendant upon ignorance and a savage state,
they have some good natu ral qualities and many of those virtues
which seem to glow and flourish with brighter lustre and stren-
gth under the shade of barbarian’s tent, than under the most
costly canopy which civilization expands over the heads of her
sons” 1. If the Chinese gloried in his paintings, the Greek in
his statues, the Turk in his art of kingship, the Arab in his elo-
quence, the Jew in his deviousness, the German in his wisdom
and science, the Baluch found in his hospitality and sword.
Hospitality and bravery are the heritage of a Baluch? A
Baluch eats like wolf and fights like devil. ““With the Baloch
hospitality”, as recorded in the Gazetteer, “is a sacred duty
and may also be considered a part of his religion™ 3. Dames
states,, “‘It may be noted that the Baloch exalts generosity into

rrors and ex-

| **Marrative of a journey to Kalat." P, 418,

1 “The Country of Balochistan' i
border.” by Oliver, P. 25, an", by Hughes. P. 4]: ""Across the

3 Baluchistan district Gazetter series, Yol I, Sibi districc P. 77,
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the first of all virtues, while greed is condemned as the worst of
crimes, entailing the most severe punishment” !, No legacy
is so rich as honesty and a Baluch is honest to the degree of his
own detriment. “They are a frank”, states Me-Conaghey,
“good mannered people and in the characteristics of truth and
honour are superior to their Afghan neighbours™ 2. The then
Governor General of India extolled the British army to the skies
when they defeated the Baluch Talpur rulers of Sind. 1In a
despatch to Queen Victoria he states: “The army of Scinde has
twicz beaten the bravest enemy in Asia, under circumstances
which would equally have obtained for it the victory over the
best troops in Europe...... " The courage, bravery and mar-
tial spirit of the race can be judged by the following remarks
of a famous British statesman: “The third measure of this
policy™, remarks Demetrius, “‘as it may be termed of limited
defence, would be to raise a corpse of 10,000 Belooches—per-
haps the best fighting men in Asia as a set off against the Czars-
Turcomans™ 3, Mr. Shand gives a graphic account of the ten.
acity and intrepidity of the Baluchis as follows: “Aj these
Beloochs, whether they fought on horseback or on foot, were
equipped with formidable weapons. All were athletic and
muscular men, sun-dried til] they carried little but bone and
v g e et
_ ) : s keen as that of Saladin’s sci-
T;itlar ?:nl he astounded l.hﬂ r::rusar-ilers by severing the floating
‘ | ”[;mr asserts that in all their f orays they were attended
: Opular poetry of the Baloches", P, 28, (intraduction).

2. Bal :
P? E”u'-:h'ﬂﬂﬂ district Gazetteer series, Yol. Ill, Sibi district,

3' LT .
Central Asjan question™, P, 162, by Demetrius C, Boulger.
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by professional sword-whetters. Be that as it may, they proved
themselves terrible antagonists in many a Homeric single com-
bat, and were as dangerous when their wounded strewed the
ground as the Dervish swordsmen of the Soudan. They carri-
od matchlocks besides, a weapon which Sir Charles Napier
demonstrated a few years later to be infinitely inferior to
our old Brown Bess. . . .. These wild warriors played the game of
war well according to their irregular rules; they studied surpri-
ses and excelled in ambushes; they fought when all the chances

were in their favour, and fled with no sense of shame when

outnumbered. But courage was the common quality of all

When cornered, they fought it out with desperate resolution and

died to a man rather than yield™ 1,

The Compiler of the Gazetteer states: “In fighting the
Baloch tactics were comprised in the simple principle that an
attack was never to be made unless the enemy could be surprised
or was inferior in numbers. Battle once given, the fight was
carried on hand-to-hand with sword and shield and not, as is the
case with the Pathans, by a desultory match-lock fire at long
ranges” 3. An eminent author whose book, if not the best,
certainly one of the two or three best extant books on the land
of Sind, states about the Baluch character and compares it
with the Indians and Sindhis as such:

“A areat deal has been said on either side as to the truth-
fulness of the natives of India; perhaps the matter would be

I. “General Johon Jacob", by A.l. Shand, PP. 19-20.

2 Baluchistan District Gazetteer Series, Vol. I, 5ibi District,
Compiled by Major A. Mc-Conaghey, P. 257.
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fairly stated were we to say that, if personal regard and gratitude
interpose, an Indian may be relied on to the uttermost; in all
other cases, the chances are against truth being spoken. In this
point Lhe Sindhis do not come behind one bit: they lie with
astonishing fervour, The Bilachis, on the contrary, are
truthful; they are too brave and chivalrous to be false” 1.

Another writer of extraordinary talents, Burton, whose
waorks are considered as authority on Sindh and its people, states
that: "“The Belochi is far superior to the common Sindhi in
appearance and morals. He is of fairer complexion, more
robust frame and hardier constitution. He has his own ideas of
honour, despises cowardice as much as any belted knight in the
dark ages *and has no small portion of national pride and aristo-
cratic feeling” ®. In another place the same author states:
“The Belochi is not a bad soldier, as he is trained from his vouth
upwards to the use of weapons and to brave danger. Heis a
bold and strong, but by no means a skilful, swordsman, utterly
ignorant of the thrust, relying upon the shield to parry the cut,
and decidedly inferior to the Hindoo in sword playing, His
only merit is that, like the Arabs, he has learned by practice to
cut with considerable force, and to do the utmost damage

I. "Dry leaves from Young Egypt" by E.B. Eastwick, P. 192,
Published by (Karachi Oxford University Press 1973),

2. The author further states in this explanatory notes : Moreaver,
he can honour and confide in a braveman, even though that
man be an enemy--a rare thing among Eastern nations,

;Sindh and the Races that inhabit the valley of the Indus™,

¥ Richard F, Burton, P, 239, (Published at Karachi Oxford
Uh[versitr Press 1973).
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with his heavy, well-tempered and trusty blade™ 1. Describing
the people of Baluchistan, Mountstuart Elphinstone writes;
“The people are Brahooee Beloches, mixed with Taujiks, there

called Dehwars. The former people are like a ruder sort of
Afghauns, barbarous and uncivilized, but hospitable, hardy,
laborious, and honest. ....... ... All the hilly parts of Belo-
chistaun belong to the Brahooees; the plains are inhabited by
another race called Rind,of which numbers reside in Seestaun,
These two races, though comprehended under the common
name of Beloche, are entirely distinct in most respects’ 2,
Mr. Hughes states that hospitality and bravery are the
heritage of Baluchis . An eminent British statesman draws an
interesting picture about the character of the Baluchis and

Afghans as such:

“If we take the Afghan or Afridi, as the northern type, and
the Rind Baluch (the Arab) as the southern type, then the dis-
tinctions drawn by late writers generally hold good The Baluchi
is easier to deal with and to control than the Pathan, owing
to his tribal organisation, and his freedom from bigoted fanati-
cism or blind allegiance to his priest. He respects and honours
the chief of his clan, who possesses far greater authority in the
tribal councils than is the case with the Pathan. The Pathan is
a republican of the worst type. He is a law unto himself, and

I. *“Sindh and the Races that inhabi
by Richard F. Burton, P, 240, abit the valley of the Indus

2, "“Apaccount of the kingdom of Cabul", by M. Elphinstone
Val. Il P. 224, (Karachi Oxford 1...lllt!-.|'|elr5'it:|nr ,I;res; I'E'?'E!',l-

3. “The Country of Baluchistan”, b 24
border', by Oliver, P. 25, ¥ Hughes, P. 41 ; *Across the
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although he is very much under the influence of the Mullah,
he has always an eye to business, even in his most fanatical out-
bursts. Both are warlike and predatory, but their methods of
fighting differ essentially even when engaged in inter-tribal war-
fare. The Baluch fights openly, and faces his enemy boldly.
There is a rough form of chivalry amongst the Baluch warriors,
whoare in most respects worthy descendants of the Arab
conquerors of Asia..........,

‘The Pathan will make use of any strategem or subterfuge
that suits his purpose. He will shoot his own relations just as
soon as the relations of his enemy, possibly sconer and he will
shoot them from behind. Yet the individual Pathan may be
trusted to be true to his salt and to his engagements. He has
his own code of honour, a very crooked code, and one which
requires Lo be well understood. Physically there is little to
choose between the best representatives of either people. It
would be difficult to match the stately dignity and imposing
presence of a Baluch chief of the Marri and Bugti clan. When
clothed in raiment which is decently clean (which only happens
at a Darbar), with his long hair well oiled and ringletted, and
his trappings of war-knives, sword and shield, all well polished
and slung easily about—he is as fine a figure of a man as can
be found in Asia. His Semitic features are those of the Bedouin,
and he carries himself as straight and as lofty as an Arab gen-
tleman of Nejd™ ), Another account describes that *“the Balu-
ches are a handsome, active race of men, not possessing great
Physical strength, but inured to char.ges of climate and season,

l. ;:hfaql'r'g?" Borderland™, by Colenel Sir T. H. Holdich,
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and capable of enduring every species of fatigue. In their habits
they are pastoral and much addicted to predatory warfare, in the
course of which they do not hesitate to commit every Kkind
of outrage and cruelty—they are considered to be a hospitable
people” 1, Throughout history the Persian penp'le have been
unkind to the Baluch race, notwithstanding that, one of their
famous alive author 1s compelled to speak iruth about
Baluch character, and writes that, “‘the Baluchis are ver-
acious and honest workers L0 the backbone, 1f some valuable
article or a document be entrusted to them, they will never mis-
appropriate it and will never spare their lives for its protection
and safety. They are uncivilized, but even in that state are con-
tented and proud...... They are famed for their bravery
and martial spirit, as Firdausi in his book has compared them to
wild ram, for they would be armed 10 the nail and never turned
their back from the warfield.... .. The Baluchis treat their
womenfolk with justice and equity™ 2. In general every race has
peculiar characteristics with strange psychological perplexity,
complexity, drifts and shifts patent to their blood and breed.
An Englishman when alone is said to be a fool, when 1w0, they
are statesmen;; & single German is in dolent, when two, an army;
a solitary Frenchman is sedate, when two, riotous; a Russian
when alone, is reliable and a good friend, when [wo, revolutio-
nist: a Japanese is a parasite, when two, a factory; a Turk
is unimpassioned, when two, think of royalty; a Persian when
alone is humane and enchanting, when two, haughty and hate

I. Encyclopaedia Britannica, Vol. Ill, 9eh edition, F. 303.
2. “Jughrafiya-i-Nizami Iran™, by Ali Razm Ara, chapter ¥, F. 42,
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all; an Arab is frugal, when two, generous, a Pathan is sub-
missive, when two, boisterous; and a Baluch is faithful and fair,

when two, upset and uproot each other.

The social organization of the Baluchis was based on blood
kinship, similar to other primitive societies.

Society and War Groups descended from a common ances-
tor, shared common hopes and fears, inter-

ests and liabilities. Might was the law of the day and feuda-
lism its sinews to justify the application of might. The times
were hard and heavy for the weak and friendless, and they had
to develop the qualities of the strong.Even in our present time,
the tribes have retained the old pre-eminence for turbulence,
terror and brigandage. Clan organization was, as is the case
today, the basis of Baluch society. Every house or tent repre-
sented a family (Ail), a group of family constituted a sub-clan
(Phali), and several sub-clans formed a clan (Bolak), and several
cognate clans grouped together formed a tribe (Qawm). FEach
tribe was guided by its chief, who derived his authority from
noble blood and noble Courage and Character. Faithful de-
votion to his fellow-tribesmen was most essential for every one.
Gt by e sranded ot hosd st rm e
and connection ul.::as Il;.:s d’“”E: et N
spirit ruled what an Ar T:ﬁ o F“’-i“““- A
— th:'na thFﬂel: of fnr:dleval agt‘: versed: “‘Love
Stronger than that knmg wha: AN P s
c¢h has bound the husband with his

wife' 1 . ]
- The selection of tribal chiefs has been different from
L Huharadl F. 133'
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that of the Arab nomads. Among the Baluchis the chiefghip
is hereditary, without any consideration to any merit. While
among the Bedouin Arabs the Sheikh is selected according to
his superb virtues, the best soul among the tribe is conferred
with the title of Sheikh. An ancient Arab said: “We confer
not this honour to any man until he permits us to spend his
entire wealth at our will, and also ransack all what he deems
valuable or honours, We bestow not this honour to any indivi-
dual, until he serves us in @ manner which we expect from our

own slave” 1. On all critical occasions, the Shiekh is bound

to consult the group of elders of the clan and sub-clan of

the tribe, and without the opinion of this group of elders, the
tribesmen even cannot pi tch their tent at any place % But in the
case of Baluchis, the chief is the sole master of the tribe. A
patriarchal form of social polity i.e. deference (0 elders or head-
men, successively of the household, tent or of the village, of the
clan, and of the tribe, was universal as is the case even now.
Among the Baluchis social superiority holds a definite shape.
The tribes having their roots and names from the five children
of Amir Jalil Khan, i.e. Rind, Lashar, Korai, Hot and Jato are
deemed socially superior to the rest, and as Amir Chakar, the
sole centre of all Baluch legends and traditions was a Rind,
therefore, the Rinds are held as the most dignified of all the

Baluch tribes 3,

I. Mubarad, P. /1.
2. “MNotes on the Bedouins”, by Berk Hart, PP. 66-67.

3. Baluchistan district _ i,
PP. 55.56. strict Gazetteer Serfes, Sibl district; Vol
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The Baluch beau-ideal of Man has varied vepy fost

maodern times. Hospitality, bravery zne *Jifx:daf-u; : inte =
dered as the basic attributes of the perfect masn :l'- ‘tr M;:’::-—
was he whose door was ever open to welcome EH'T ?:..::.g
fugees, and secondly he who had ONCE Comrnitied rr;'-;:-: ;::
made his escape, thirdly he whe had murdered at h.-a r..-',: ;;;_-
in his lifetime, and, hinally, he whe poasessed 2 swify H:.-t: E,_,_:
mare. A Baluch prefers a mare 16 2 horwe, and hercs :!-;
Baluchi adage: “A man with his zaddle on a mare bas has
saddle on a horse, a man with his 1addls on & horwe hay hig
saddle on his head™. The home of 2 Baluch would be an 2.
moury of shields, helmets, hauberks, spears, swords and match-
lock guns (Jazir). The purpose of their life fairly chalienged
the Arab concepl which is portrayed faithf ully by zn ummayed
poet of the Medieval Age: “Our lot (i.e. man's lot) is to kill or
be killed or be taken captive, Women's part is to manzge grace-
fully her train”. From a bard composwed by Bilzch. of the
Gargezh tribe, we sec a true mirror of the age. He conclodes
admiringly the essentials of the typical Baluch hero, and sets

limit to his needs and necessities:

**The mountains are the Balochis forts, the peaks are better
than any army: the lofty heights are our comrades, the pathless
gorges our friends. Qur drink is from the Aowing springs, our
cup the leal of the dwarf-palm, our bed the thorny bush !, the

ground we make our pillow,

‘My white sandals are my steed, for my sons You may
choose the arrows, for my son-in-law the pointed dagger, for

I. In the translation of the text by Dames, the word has been
misprinted as *brush’
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my brothers the broad shield, for my father the wide-wounding
sword™ 1,

Fight and foray would be the chief ornaments in the life of
Baluchis. The inter-tribal hostilities generally arose from disputes
over herd of sheep, pasture lands, springs, tribal border and by
raiding and counter-raiding, and in due course of time, the fight
of individuals would become the business of the entire tribe,
and thus vendetta became one of the basic socio-political
institution in Baluch life. While once the bloody conflict started
amongst the adverse tribes, the end of it was unknown to
the beginning. Temporary peace was sometime restored by
the intervention of some neutral party, mainly the mullahs
(priests) or Sayyads, but only after the exhaustion of both sides,
The custom of brigandage was encouraged as is the case today
by the economic and social urge of nomadic and tribal life, and
hence it was held as a national institution. The whole society
was paralysed by tribal dissensions. War, private or public,
personal or tribal would be the chief subject of the poets, and the
contemporary epical poems give us a clear and comprehensive
view of the life and temper of the age. Certain large tribal
groups were, in fact, almost continually for decades at fratri-
cidal war with one another. The Rinds looked Gpon the Lashar
tribe as their natural prey. Between Phuzh Rinds, under their
leader Bijar, and Dodai's of Deriijit, there existed permanent
blood-feud, raiding and counter-raiding for decades. The

Kalmati and Bulfati had a standing feud. The Gorgezh and

I rlFupulir try of the Baloches” b . :
Val. I, P. -lg.m ¥ oches” by M. Longworth Dames
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the Buledis, shared among themselves bloodshed for full one

generation.

The master-passion of the Baluch was revenge. In ils
accomplishment he was self conscious of a burning fever, for
which the only elfective medicine would be the blood of his foe.
in the honourable domain of revenge, il the sword played its
most noble part, the tongue of the adverse poets were no less
effective.  As such, a great number of pathetic dirges constitute
one of the most enchanting classes of the classical poetry. We
can get an admirable picture of heroic character as how people
who mourned for their brethren, as Ameir Chikar did for Mir-
han. Harin for his brother Hasan Maulanagh, the grand Biu-
ragh for his father Bihar, Biloch for Dod3, all of whom were
overwhelmed by a wild frenzy of extreme aversion against those
to whom their deprivation was due. Many barbarous types of
revenge which tremble the souls of the dead are recorded in
classical Baluchi ballads which ensued from the intense animosi.
ty of the hostile tribes. Bijar, the phuzh Rind, was murdered
by a member of a Buledi tribe, his ribs were roasted and thrown
outside to feed carrion kites. Consequently, Bijar's men seized
Haibat Khan, the chief of the Buledi trite, dragged him on a
high precipice and was thrown headlong, and tocomply with the
savage spirit of the race, his head was cut off and skull fashioned
into a cup, served the avenger and his posterity for generations

In many instances the blood of the avenged

as a drinking cup. 0
were roasted an

was sucked by the avenger, his heart and liver
sent to the former's family. Even Biuragh, the Jupiter of Rind
nobility, the monument and wonder of good deeds, performed
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en he avenged the merciless murder of
cedoubted father. He sworded mercilessly Sheh
ide of Amir Chakar, and sipped his hot
hick and long moustaches with his
me to Amir Chakar to show his

savagery Lo its pitch wh

his most !
K halti, the spiritual gu

blood, smeared his
hlood, and then straight ca

wild fire of fury.

rementioned necessitated the
pupulatinn to be nomadic, to its inhabi-
tants a desert is more than a habitat. A
Baluch 15 apt to say struttingly: “The
beauty of the night lies in the s1ars, and that of the forest in the
Baluchis,” Nomadic notions of the people, poverty and few
requirements of simple life hardly encouraged art and manu-
factures. The common enemy of the entire race is poverty and
illiteracy. The nomad, as a kind, is at present what he was in
the past and what he will be in future. Nowhere in Baluch
history, we can point out either of the two elements which are
most essential for literary greatness or pursuit: the swifteffect of
a neighbouring high culture or the enthusiasm of an ideal nat-
ional life. The Baluchis of the past ages, like their descendant
of the present time, existed and endured by the breeding of
livestock. The best furniture of his life and leisure was provided
by the wealth drawn from theflock of sheep. The sheep has ever
been 1!1“ Baluch nomads constant companion, his foster-parent.
:j:ﬂif:;‘k;; I;T;f.: h‘{"ipfﬂﬂlares cheese !‘rmrn it, he banquets on
o ol e e i el Codl a0
(aphan), its dung a:?:efs rugs. Its skin he uses as flour bag
el, and the shoulder blade of a newly

The physical geography as afo

Their life

hﬂlhﬁ‘. 3
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killed sheep after being roasted, serves to the experis of the art
as a horoscope for portending events. To him the sheep is the
special gift of heaven, and it will not be surprising to call the
Baluch nomad, as the parasite of the sheep. Infact, the Baluch
prospers only where the sheep prospers, The entire Baluch
lerritories do not boast of a single permanent river. The major
part of the cultivated area consisis of land which is entirely de-
pendant on rainfall, a very small extent of land possesses pere-
nnial sources of irrigation through springs. Rain, brought by
the South-east monsoon from the Indian ocean, pours on the
high mountain ranges of eastern Baluchistan during the summer
months; the rest of the Baluch plateau is invaded by showers
only during the months of winter and spring, and their effect
is to cause an exuberant growth of wild herbage over the exten-
ded wastes of central Baluchistan. The tribesmen move forth
with their herds to these places in the spring season. During the
pleasant season of grass and flowers, when the tribesmen gather
on meadows and pasture lands, new intimate intimacies and
friendships besides new wars and woes often would spring up
between the same or different stocks, and such occasions often
offer favourable theme and thought for the poets to test and tax
their art with tact and taste.

When not at war or feud, the Baluch has abundance of occu-
pation in attending to his flocks of sheep.

Occupation The flock owners and landowners would be
the most numerous class, and next to them,

the bulk of the population consisted of lab-

Ourers and artisans. The tending of horses and the possession
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and preservation of rare swords and spear pervade the whole of
Baluch classical poetry. **The passion of the Belochis for war
and hunting”", writes Burton,**made them attach great value to
their horses, camels, and hawks. As in Arabia, the mare is
preferred to the stallion, she becomes an inmate of the family
among Lhe poor classes, and most men would rather go without
a meal themselves than let the favourite animal want jt" 1,
The value and worth of all precious things was estimated in
horses and flocks, and these were the common currency in tran-
sactions between man and man, tribe and tribe. Baluchistan

and other neighbouring Baluch territories formed the main
artery of trade between central Asia and Sind enroute Bolap

pass which served as the route of the Aryans in their earliest
migration to the Indus valley, 2 Makurin in the Middle ages
was a thriving centre of trade between Bahrein and India. Dur-
ing the reign of Malik Dindr, in the close of the 12th century,
the chronicler Afzal Kirmani, gives an interesting account of
Makuran’s trade:

“Another important city in Mekrin is Tiz, and the inhabi-
tants of Hind, Sind, Abyssinia, Zanzibar, Egypt and the country
of the Arabs from ‘Oman and Bahrein trade there. Every kind
of musk, ambergis, indigo and logwood, and aromatic roots of
Hind, and slaves of Hind and Abyssinia and Zanzibar, and
also fine velvets, shawls, slashes, and the like rare products have
their market at this post. Near Tiz is Mekrin, the mine of
candy and sugar, which they export to all countries of the

I. “Sindh and the Races that inhabit the
valley of the Indus’, b
:‘;;gf;‘d F.Burton, P. 245, (Karachi foor}; University Pru:

2. See Lassen's Histary,
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un-believersand of Islam», The le

ibn Abdullah al-Hamwi, describe
candy and sugar 1,

arned Arg hgengrapht:r.‘r'ﬁqﬁt

g Makurﬁn, as famoyg for its
Iben Hauka) (350 AH.) states Qanjfour
(Panjgar) as the biggest town of Makurﬁn, Famed for jig sugar-
candy, dry dates and Faniz, a 301l of sweetmea which was
exported to the famoys iums 2, Al Sher of Tatha

penetrated to Zanzibgy and Mad-
ghascar, in Africa, and chief imports consisted of silk, sugar,

perfumes, musk and wheat, ¢ic, while exports were salt, fish,
shark fins, raw wool, dwarf palm, ete 3.

The amusements of the nobility were hardly intellectual,

and would consider warfare almost the
finest of sports, Under the Rind hege-
mnny,duringlhemunnmnnusdaysnrpeam
the indoor games of the aristocracy would
be chess (shatranj) and dice (Tas). Chase of the wild goat,

wild sheep, and deer was the common form of sport. Horse-
racing was a most Favourable amusement,

Pastime

On all festive occa-

sions horse-racing, archery and dancing (Jhumar or Chip)

thrilled the throng. The mighty Rinds were particularly fond of

archery, spear throwing, horsemanship, and kept trained grey-

hounds (Tazi) for hunting deer, the hunter mounted and armed

with bow and arrows followed the chase. With power and
l. See Muajam-ul-Buldan,

2. Kieab al Masalik-wa-Mamalik, by Ibn Haukal.
3. See “Tuhfut-ul-Kiram",
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pride, a Rind was prone to challenge with merit and mastery:
“Is there any race who can dispute our pre-eminence in horse-
manship, swordmanship and poetry”? Wrestling (Mal) pecu-
liar to the old Roman style, and the play with knuckle bones
(Bedj) were the favourite pastime among the masses and the
do-nothing parasites. *“The amusements of the Baloochis,”
writes Pottinger, “‘are such as may be expected among a wild
and uncivilised people. They are enthusiastically fond of
every species of field sports, and much of their time is passed in
shooting, hunting, and coursing, for which purpose, they bestow
a great deal of attention on the training of their greyhounds.
Firing at marks, cudgelling, wrestling, practising with swords,
and throwing the spear, are likewise all favourite diversions with
them. The four latter they understand scientifically, and at the
first some of them are so incredibly expert as to invariably hit a
target not more than six inches square off a horse at full gallop.
The guides killed at a distance of 50 to 60 yards every small
bird, such as larks or sparrows, at which they fired with a single
ball, nor was this considered asany signal proof of their dexterity
as marksmen” 1. Burton writes:, “His amusements are chiefly
drinking and field sports; he considers reclaiming a hawk or
breaking a horse, a far nobler occupation than reading and

writing: and would rather be able to cut a fat sheep in two with
his sword than master all the science of Bagdad and Bokhara.
The consequence is that there is scarcely a single learned

Belochi in the country™ 2,

I. “Travels in Beloochistan™, by Pottinger.

2. “Sindh and the Races that inhabit the valley of the Indus",
by Richard F, Burton, PP. 23940, (Karachi Oxford University

Press, 1973).



» the second Caliph of
Relipgion

lern territories of
Persia surrounding Sis T ntaing of Kirman,
Nearly the entire race belon ' E-:‘:Lhuladmiltndly
many cherish severa] Shij practices, mainly the solemn and
exlreme reverance 1o (he house of ‘Al 1. Before their conver-
sion to Islam, a Baluch interested himself little in religion
of any sort. The Baluchis of Medieva| Age were especially
inexact in their religious observances, and paid but litgle heed
lo the discipline of rigid orthodoxy, The laxity in the outward

observances of relj £lon is fast vanishing from the Baluchis of our
age, and we find strong religious feeling among the classes and
masses. Le Strange dealing with the Province of Maky ran,
Quotes the literary Bcographer al-Mugaddasi as his authority,
and states: “Bannajbur (Panjgur) according to Mugaddasi had
a clay built fortress protected by a ditch and the town was surr-

groves. There were two gates of the city Bsb-
road to Tiz and Bab-Turan north east
of that name of which the capital was

stream to water the city and Friday

Mosque stood in the market square, though there were really

only Moslem in name being savage Balusis (Baluchis) whose

language was a jargon” 2. The learned al-Mugaddasi (375

A.H.—o85 A.D.) further states that Baluchis conformed to the

"YW ordopedis of tuiam B Kty Vol I a2
(Londen, 193),

(5 8 F. 319'1
“The lands of the Eastern Caliphate", by G. Le Strang

on the road to the district
Kuzdar, There was g

r
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Shi'a creed ). During the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries, we
find the ruling house of the Rind tribe as belonging to Shi'z
creed. Ferishta quoting as his authority, the history of Nizim
-ud-Din Bakhshi, attributes to Mir Shahdad Rind son of Amir
Chikar, the introduction and propagation of Shi'i creed in
Multan 2. The Talpur clan of the Baluchis, who held the purple
at Sind till middle of the ninteenth century, professed the Shi'a
creed. The nomadic notion of Baluch life is thrilled further by
superstitions which are not uncommon among other semi-civi-
lised races whose age and experience begins and ends within
their mountains. In the vast academy of nomadism, under the
tutorage of nature, a Baluch has inherited much of the virtues
besides a few vices. The Baluch mind has ever been full of idle
fancies and scruples regarding religion—scrupulous with less

need and less necessity. Strange ordeals by fire and water were
often, and are yet in remote parts, resorted to determine the
offence or innocence of a doubted person. The common trial
was to compel the accused to walk over red-hot stones or to
clasp with hand a red hot iron bar. If the suspect performed it
without hurt, he was declared to be innocent of the allegedguilt.
Like the Roman augurs, the Baluchis followed a superstitious
way of driving augurs and omens from birds. and inclined
to superstition, believed in chance and evil omens, One of the
ways of drawing an augury, heretofore, is to examine minutely
the blood vessels on the scapula of a newly killed and roasted

', F“h:';;’ al-Tagasim-fi-Marifat al-Aqalim™, by al-Mugqaddasl,

2. “Tarikh Ferishta”, dated 1193
d AH. (Bri um) No.
Ms. ADD 6572, PP. 608-612 and 615, Epeidt: Thmoum)
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E;ueep or goat 1, l‘.'.‘entur.ies had run its course, but the change of
times had changed but little the Baluch trend and training. In
connection with hill Baluch of the nineteenth century, Mr, Bruce
states: “They are nominally Muhammadans of the Sunni sect,
but are particularly lax in their religious observances, and pay
little attention to fixed times of prayer, pilgrimages, alms, tithes,
fasts, etc, which orthodox Musalmans set such value on. A
Baluch on being asked why he was not keeping the Ramzan fast,
naively replied that there was no necessity for his doing 50, as his
chief was keeping it for him. As might be expected from their
lax form of religion, they are not at all bigoted. They are super-
stitious and believe in Omens, such as particular days, parti-
cular stars, flights of birds, etc; also in charms and jins and tell
the most ridiculous stories about the latter, which they firmly
believe to be true™ 2. The family of the Holy Prophet (may
peace be upon him and his descendants) has ever been held as a
sacred class, and next to them, came the saints and sages who
played an important role in the tribal life, and their amulets,
charms, blessings and prayers were oftenly invoked. They
were supposed to be credited with the power of curing diseases
and turning aside all evils and the arrows and bullets of the
enemy. Belief in superstitions, Omens and chances has ever
been a common phenomenon among all the nomadic and semi-
civilized races throughout the world. The custom of hair-
offerings by the Baluchis can be fairly traced back to their

ancient ancestors, the Semites i.e. the Syrians and Kaldians. In
I For details see *The history of Baluch race and Baluchistan™,
by M.S. Khan Baluch, Chapter, VI,

2. ‘MNotes on the Dera Ghazi Khan district and its border tribes’,
by R. J. Bruce (Lahore, 1871),
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the primitive Arabia, hair was clipped for rivers as a puberty
rite .. Tt was cut for Osris and other gods 2. The general princj-
ple was that man's hair contain his power and vitality. Among
Lucian's and Syrians the hair of boysand girls were allowed
to grow unclipped as a sanctified thing from birth to adolescence,
and were shorn and dedicated at the sanctuary as necessary step
to marriage. In modern Syria (Sidon district) a child’s hair
must not be cut till it is an yvear old, and this custom is followed
by the Baluchis, hitherto. The Baluchis though thousands of
mile away from their original homelands, Syria and Babylon,
have yet kept their ancient Semitic traditions. Every male or
female child must have hair on the head which are dedicated
to the shrines of family saints, and which they shorn at the shrine
of the saint after the avowed time. The hair-offerings, infact,
is not a mere domestic celebration, but it has become a patent
ceremony of social initiation through which every one has to
pass before he is admitted to the status of social maturity. For
the future glory and grace of a male babe, the parents solemnize
certain strange customs. They would tie the knuckles of a
wolf round the babe’s neck, taking it to be a happy foretoken
that their son will be a glob-trotter, and often would tie the
umbilical chord of the newly born babe round the ear of his
steed, omening his son to be a swift rider and sturdy leader of
forays and feuds. The custom of the pagan Arabs of keeping a
razor, sword or stelleto under the pillow of a new horn male
child is still being zealously practiced by the Baluchis .

l.  A.B. Cook, Zeus, 1.23 5q.
2. Chuuwolson, |, 307 5q.
3. Adab-ul-Mufarid Baby| Tair Minal Jin, P, BO,
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The status of women in the uncultured and unlettered society of
the Baluchis has ever been of great impor-
Place of Women tance and impact, Here we give some
in Baluch Society  glimpses of the position and influence of
women in Baluch society. In Middle Ages,
throughout the greater part of the globe, women were,

usually,
ireated by the code of chivalry,

It was a man’s world, so it
was hard for women to find a proper place except wives. But

in the Baluch social code, they were worthy of all reverence and
lovalty, and their position was high and their influence admir-
able. In the social remister of mankind, a Baluch without
doubt or dispute always holds himself on the top. The proud
heritage of their venerable ancestors, the Kaldians, ever survi ved
with full vigour in the Baluch veins. In the purity of his blood,
in his noble ancestry, his sword and horse, the Baluchis would
take boundless pride. Female honour has been ever deemed as
the rarest Jewel studdied in the crown of his honour and chivalry,
Zealously jealous of female probity almost to a perverted sense
of honour, the Baluchis with heroic vigilance would guard their
female honour like a falcon hovering over his nest. Divorce
was and is still rare among the Baluchis, and though allowed in
Islam, was considered as the greatest curse of God on earth,
The usual punishment for infidelity was death, and to put away
4 wife for other cayses was definitely deemed a matter of utter

disgrace, “In the treatment of their women,” writes the author
of the Gazetteer, “the Baloch are more chivalrous than is usually
th

® Case with Muhammadan races, Women and children are
"ever molested, and women may go out safely when their male
"elations are in the midst of war. Boys are only considered a
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med the Shalwar or lrousers.

ey have assu :
he other hand, is very severely punished, A

t by Baloch law and custom hang
herself; if she does not do this she is killed by her husband, and

her paramour cannol, if caught, escape death at the hands of the
i A Baluch of fame and name would ever

woman’s relatives” L |
regard himselfl dishonoured in laking a slep that might expose
his wife to the public life and view. Their personal dignity

and devotion would inhibit that they should give the hand of one,
who had placed her head on his pillow into the hand of
another. Among all the races and nations of the entire world,
the Baluch people withoul any pride or prejudice can justly
claim to be a unique race, who are in a position to assert the fact
and challenge all nations, in view of the truth, that hitherto, in
the Age of the atom, the Baluchis have not tolerated to see the
public sale of the chastity and honour of their fair sex in the
brothel area. The Baluch eyes has ever been imminently fixed

nly honours. No Baluch even today is ready to
uch a proceed-

fair prey when th

Unfaithfulness, on L
woman taken in adullery mus

upon woma
bear shamelessly a scandal and scorn attending s

ing. The nomad tribal women in general, enjoyed a limit of
freedom denicd to her sedentary sister. In the stormy times,
sometime, women would share the brunt of war shoulder to
shoulder with their men on the field, and at the timeof any grave
reverse or defeat, the male relatives would kill with their own
hands all females, so that the victorious enemy might not dis-
honour their female folk. During the reign of Sher Shah Sari
(1539—A.D.), the Baluchis captured Multan and for a time the

I. Baluchistan District Gazetteer se
ries, Vol. : let.
PF. 295-%6, Complled by Major A H:-Cnn:;:hul:rl. fiﬂ S
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oty became the scene of relentless lawlessness and lool. The
Sari sovercign senl Haibat Khan Niazi, the governor ol Panjab
o subdue the Baluchis, who were defeated after a war to the
knife.  We pive the English version of * arikh Sher Shihi. “In
the night Hindo Baloch ! with 300 men came out of the mud
fort and attacking the besiegers liercely cut thejr way through
valour.  When it was day the Afghans occupied the fort, Wo-
men of better sort had been killed by the Baloches (themselves)
and the rest were made slaves and Hindo Baloch and Bukhsho
Langha were taken prisoners.—Haibat Khan then went to the
city ol Multan which the Balochese had laid waste. Haijbat
Khan restored it to the former state . . .. ... and sent the news of
his victory to Sher Shah who gave him the title of ‘Azam Hum-
ayun’ 2. When in 1555 A.D. Humdyin fought against the
Suri usurpers and recovered the throne of Delhi, he was assisi-
ed withamighty army of the Rind Baluchis, of whom one wing
wias commanded by Binari, the distinguished sister of Amir
Chikar,

Polygzamy as prescribed by Muslim law, was common as is
'oday among the men of means, either for pleasure or for the
sake of offspring. They were strictly endogamous; marriage
With the near relation was the rule of the day, and the system of
¢xchange between each family and cognate clans prevailed large-
Iy, as exchanges were preferred because it would be conveniently
dfranged. *The best characte ristics™, states the compiler of the

L. In ‘Tarikh-i-Afghans’, by Niamat Ullah, it is written as
eedeo, but his reg| name was Mandav.
2

See 'Tarikh Sher Shahi and Tarikhi-Daudi'.
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Gazetteer, ““are their fidelity, truthfulness, hospitality and the
treatment of their women, and their faults, indolence, pride and
perhaps oversensitiveness”.! “Polygamy is not common”,
writes Burton, “except among the highest classes. The wife
is usually equal in rank to her husband, and claims the greatest
respect: in fact, as much as would be found among any nation
of Europeans. As with the ancient Greeks, the——, or, in her
stead, the concubine and female slave are expected to
divert their lords; the wife is pgenerally speaking treated
with ceremony and deference, rather than with affection or
familiarity. The Belochi females, especially those of
high rank, are believed to be fond of spirituous liquors"?2,
In another place the same author describes: “Belochi
women are rarely sufficiently well educated to be able to read
anything but a little Persian and Sindhi, very few of them can
write: and their time is chiefly taken up in spinning, making
clothes, dressing, and other such occupations. They are fond
of intrigue, but will not risk so much for it as the Persians and
Affghans; at the same time they display more boldness than the
Sindhi or Hindoo women. Females of the upper classes are
rather formal and serious than otherwise ; contrasted with the
laughing and jest-loving dames of India, they appear very grave.
The use of poison is all but unknown to them, and suicide I8
extremely rare. Many of the widows refuse to marry again;

I. Baluchistan district Gazetteer series, vol. Ill, Sibi district,
Compiled by Major A. McConaghey, P. 60,

2 5!"":“' and the Races that inhabit the valley of the Indus', by
Richard F. Burton, PP. 242-43, (Karachi Oxford University
Press, 1973.)
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some [rom bad motives, others with the idea that
indecent to pass into the arms of a second husband,
one man who offered his sister the choice of another spouse, or
live at home in perpetual Rozo (fast); she chose the latter
alternative. Some women, aspiring to the rank of Zahid (devo-
tees), refuse to marry, and condemn themselves to a life of celi.
bacy. Such instances, however, are rare, The Belochi females
are good mothers, and particularly attentive to their religious
dutizs; even the difficulties and dangers of a pilgrimage 1o
Mecca do not deter them from attempting™ 1,

it would be
I heard of

In preceding pages, we have described the rudimentary
Baluch virtues of courage, strength and hospitality. Besides
other chivalric and noble traits which usually belongs to the
Baluch blood and character, we should not be wanting to men-
tion rzzarding the final proof of the high position of women in
the Baluch society. [In the Baluch code of war, the females and
children are exempted from all the horrible atrocities that often
attends the fate of the defeated side. It is strictly forbidden to
kill either a female or an infant in the course of fight. Many
Wwomen of the classical pzriod had the gift of poetry, which they
bestowed on the dead heroes, and especially of their own
family; and, moreover, another epitome of Baluch ethics, as how
far women commanded honour, can be judged from the custom
that hero’s mother and sisters were esteemed most deserving to
Mourn and extol him. The Baluchis of the classical age

I, “Sindh and the Races that inhabit the valley of the Indus", by

Richard F. Burton, PP. 243.44, (Karachl Oxford University
Press, 1973),
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honoured the females Lo @ barbaric and corrupled sense of
honour. A birth of a daughter was deemed as a most calamilous
event. Fathers feared lest they should have valueless mouths 1o
nourish,or lest incur dishonour, when their all males being killed
inatribal feud. Aswas prevalent among the pagan Arabs, (he
custom of burying lemale infunts alive, likewise, the Baluchis of
bygone times, if not strictly followed, at least fully apprecigted
the spirit of the age. Muhammad Khan Gishkauri, a disting-
uished poet of a distinguished family, is said to have killed in the
middle of the 19th century, his milk-sucking daughter. The
Baluch spirit is clear from their own saying, that *The despatch
of daughters is like giving a trust”, and **The burial of daughters
is a dignified deed”. In the Baluch society, the social influence
of women though seems to loom around domestic affairs, yet
in many respects the female honour has been raised to the

highest level of gracious dignity.

According to the peculiarities of symposiac life of the nomadic
races, the Baluch notions are too simple,

Baluch symbolic and to some extent nonpareil,
Conception of  His conceptions are naturally pruned to the
|ove and exact proportion of his environments. A
heauty Baluch by lurth is a lover, by laste a poet,

by profession a marauder, and by heavenly
compulsion a virtuous man. He loves
nature and natural beauty, free from all sorts of artificiality.
The denizen of Hollywood, specially the womenfolk with all
syrface make-up and sunk in luxury and levity, fancy and
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fashion of everykind, is to him but a doll without any grace
and gravity. Beauly of form combined with beauty of character
are sufficient to shake-up his peace and passion. 1In the Baluch
code, cowardice is the worst quality in man, and both in practice
and precept, a Baluch is brave in arms and brave in his heart
affairs. Even from the fair-sex, he expects, respects and accepts
love with courage. He seldom conforms to the general maxim
that everything is fair in love and war, but believes in justice,
justice both in love and in war. The Baluch lover always appre-
ciates and apprehends the beauty and bravery of his beloved,and
the Baluch beloved is too ready to love the lovely bully from her
lover’s side, and even with blood she would seal a testament of
noble-ending love. Next to beauty, fidelity and faith are the
qualities which a Baluch lover ever extolls in the excellences of
his beloved.  His life, infact, is dedicated to love, love for his
clansmen, love for his friends, love for his herd, love for his
mare, and, finally, love for his beloved. As sincerity and sacri-
fice are the keynote of his life, and self-sacrifice 15 the soul of

love which is always and everywhere followed by misery, so the
Baluch’s life is always miserable,

Tudging by the amalory expressions of the classical and
later poets, the Baluch ideals of faminine beauty changed but
little upto our time. The woman's stature should be tall like the
tree of Kahir (prosopis spicigera), moving with serpent like
grace or like the monsoonic winds™ , her forehead smooth and

L ef. Mast Taug *AlI*

OByl Onene Q13T gaz (g3
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broad like the shield; her eyes large like those of a deer of like
a cup ! and red like that of a pigeon, her cheeks shining like
gold, her *mahfer’ (hair) like Zamar (an ever green creeping
plant foundon high and plain ravines); curls like black snakes 2
eyebrows curved like the arch-bow, ¥ eye-lashes like pointed
arrows, * lips thin as paper, * mouth bedecked with teeth like
pearls (marwarid), nose thin like poniard ¢ and straight like
rod ¥ (for collyrium), fingers long and with the extremities
dyed red with henna (hinni),* and the face as bright and round
as the full moon, ? and neck long as that of heron?®,

cf. Sheh Murid

Ol s 533095 S ez i

2. cf. Mast Taug “Ali’

L}h.t":'j’j-l t_ﬂ_;l-o ol :»fdj
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1t is well-nigh impossible to fix with any measure of certainty
| the date when the Baluchis began to practise
The Old Poetry the arl of poetry. The oldest poets of
whom we have any remains belong to the

fifteenth century, and beyond that, we are

still in dark. The stretch or strength of Baluch memory, per-
haps, scems to have been cither idle or exhausted 1o preserve
for us the record of literary treasures of the age preceding Chik-
arian era.  Judging from the elaborate form and technical per-
fection of the Old poetry, it may be said of these splendid
poems, that they are production of fine finished art,
which could not possibly have been produced until poetical
‘art had been practised long before the hegemony of Rind dy-
nasty, which is taken as the classical period. During the six-
teenth and seventeenth centuries the cultivation of this art de-
veloped with immense rapidily. The old poelry is our only—
quasi-contemporaneous ground of deduction, hence,lhe famous
adage: “Poetry is the public register (Diwan or Daftar) of the
Baluchis”. The old poetry is the classical poetry of the race,
and is free from learned jargon. [t began, developed, and en-
ded during the Rind supremacy over Baluchistan. The old
poetry abounds with the prescript praise and perfection of classi-
cal heroes, and all the glorious deeds and wars of the age, are
safely preserved in the poems,and are handed down to posterity.
The custom of committing verse to writing did not start till the
second half of the nineteenth century. There was no written
literature, 1he memories of the people only would abound with
:’I:’:!ﬂal:'j :?ufn,? ‘the adventures of their national heroes., Since
Writing was neither understood nor pracitsed or
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patronized by the Medieval Baluchis, therefore,the whole of the
old or classical poetry was preserved by oral tradition, and des.
cended to us through a row of bard, minstrels, rhapsodists or the
poets’ fellow-tribesmen who kept the poems alive by continug|
recitation from age to age and tribe to tribe since generations,
Free from flattery, exaggeration, intricate word play and ped-
antic allusions, the classical poetry represents and reflects: the
true character of the race in particular and of the age in genémj_
The poet, infact, was the oracle, orator and historian of the race,
for poet was expected and accepted to be well versed in the art of
genealogy and traditions. Lust for fame and gold never
tempted the classical poets to mar their poetic gift. In. many
instances, the poet himself was the actual hero of the story:or
scene, and while his sword played:its-best part.on the field, his
tongue too performed its glorious part off the field on the liter-

ary stage. ~Hard on the 'field, his poems too unfolded hard
facts: It is, therefore, that:we- seldom meet with a classical

poet, who acted as a bawd between gold and greed. In many
-instances, every distinguished poet had his minstrel,.as was the
case with pre:Islamic Arab poets, to have ‘rawis,” whom he
committed his poems, and who, later on transmitted them to
others from one tongue to-another for diffusion and devotion.
Many of the minstrels were themselves poets, and many  renow-
ned poets were transmitters too. The office of the transmitter
-was not only to know or transmit the text of his master's com-
positions, but also to explain its fanciful hallucinations, to deter-
mine its perplexities, and to recite the particulars in which each-
pocm was composed. In short, the oral transmission of verse
and the traditions, had been the literary inheritance of the Baluch
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race. The main theme of the old poetry aimed at a panegyric,
a satire, a lyric posm, the description of some war, and the
chasz or revelry. In fact the poetry of nearly all nations began
with songs of love and war. The poems would be both epic
and narrative. The Baluchis did not produce a Riimi or a Sadi,
but just like the Arabs of Bedouin stock they had a natural gift
of song and trend for poetry. Infact, the old or classical poetry
had a different order from the succeeding poetry, and inspired a
strong and impatiant social or tribal enthusiasm which best
suited and served the purpose and precept of the then age.
With the fall of the House of Rind, the old or classical Baluchi
poztry, rightly thus called, came to an end. The eighteenth
and nineteenth centuries poets endeavoured to make verse on
the models of the classical poets, but the corruption of the Balu-
chi language started to invade the Baluch highland, and town
life in Sibi, Dadhar, Gandawah, Panjgiir and Turbat valleys,
took the place of the nomadic life of Baluchistan. As such the
poetic literature of the present century is inspired by study and

reflection, and expressed in a speech which is no longer spoken
as a vernacular.

Hi



Chapter III bl

The Rind Period (1450—1650 A.D.)

The Rind period from its rise till the early disorganisation
and ultimate atrophy is very vital in the history of Baluchistan
and can be conveniently called as the classical age.. This p:rim;
is of great interest and importance, for it marks once again the
glory and greatness of the Baluch people after a long and cheg-

‘uered period of nearly two thousand years, embodying a history
‘of chaos and confusion, war and woes, decay and degeneration
in an alien land, Persia, from Media to Seistan. Throughout
this long period, the Baluchis in Persia witnessed an iron age,
-and kept on moving and migrating from age to age, province to
provinee, prince to prince and place to place-in search of food
and fortune, peace and prosperity. Unreconciled with and
- unrecognized and unheeded by any court and camp, they had to
inhabit the barren, dreary, unheard of and uninhabited parts of
Persia,which had ever remained far from the pale of civilization.
Within this long range of history, the Baluchis lived amidst the
race and region of Magi, under the influence of the most un-
received star. The Persian race and rulers never attempted to
win the love and loyalty of the Baluch race. The Persians thro-

ughout history deemed them as.outlaws and the latter believed
them as timid and tyrants.

Amir Jalal Khan (1100—1185 A.D.) was the chief of the
Baluchis at Seistan, which was then ruled by the branch of the
Saffarid dynasty, He migrated at the head of forty four tribes
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wards Bampur (Persian Baluchistan) during
Malik Shams-ud-Din Saffari (559 A.D),
Malik Taj-ud-Din Abul Fath 1,
crown 1o the loe,

the reign of
Son and suceessor of
He was a ruler filled from the

of direst cruelty, and hence was known as the

“executioner”™ 2, The beginning of the fifteenth century of our

era saw a new and great migration of the race from Bampur,
the homeland and distributing centre of the race in Persia, under
the banner of Amir Shaihak Rind, eighth in the line of descent
from Amir Jalal Khan, towards Kech valley in Makurin.
Under the Rind hegemony, acting as the centre of gravity of the
entire race, various Baluch tribes flooded Makuran, The Rind
chiefs ruled the race on the basis of feudal sysiem. They lack-
ed necessarily, diplomacy and art nl"administratinn, but never-
theless, seldom ruled with a rod of iron. As the race was not
accustomed to centralization, discipline and uni ty, critical events
soon proved their unstatesmanship. Amir Shaihak, old as
eagle, yielded voluntarily in 1484 A.D. the purple to his illus-
trious son, Amir Chikar, who though young in age,
young in deed, soon became the centre of all Baluch a
ambition and attraction, and, fortunately,

honour from his cradle
of the time

but not

rms, aims,
fashioned to much
s proved himself definitely, the firm figure
for legend and tradition. Al Baluch traditions
developed to s highest development und

er his court, character
and courage, The famous town of Sj

bi became an important

. For fuli accoun

t of the history of Baluch migration, the readers
re suggested to read “The great Baluch™, by M, S. Khan
Baluch, Chapter |.

Seistan, A memair on the history, topography, .Rulue. and
People of the country, by G. P. Tate, Parts | to Ill, P. 27 ; <f.
Tahl:aM-anirl. by Minhaj-ud-Din Uthman bin Siraj-ud-Din.
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centralizing force, for it set the standard in art, literature ang
chivalry. A brave warrior, a best swordsman, liberal minded
in his views, a true friend of his people, he was undoubtedly,
the beau-ideal of a celebrated feudal chief. He was the first
and the last who did put his brows within a golden crown, and
termed so pure and perfect in Baluch annals that he was add-
ressed as the Sardar ‘Azam (the great chiel) by the Baluch people,
“He is still looked upon,” writes Dames, “as the ideal Baluch
chief, and his exploits are magnified by modern legends into
something miraculous but in the ballads there is no mixture of
the supernatural...... "1 A faithful custodian of the history
of sword and sympathy, his words and works were close kin
together, He devoted his wealth and vigour to the perfection
of Baluch prestige and honour, both of which he took to the
pitch of perfection, beyond all previous comparison. His
career throughout had been a Kaleidscope of memorable events
—of swordsmanship, horsemanship, generosity, hospitality,
romance, courage and capacity. He bestrode the Baluchistan’s
stage like a colossus, discriminating the virtues and vices of his
blood, and always kept safe and sound, the purity of his title
and tenure, and was entitled as the *“mighty Chakar Rind” %,
that *“God-like man”,for he possessed might and righteousness.
He sat amongst his people like a descended god; few departed
from his Diwin without reward, and none without honour and
heed, The man who was the base and pillar of his race, the

I, "Popular Poetry of the Baloches, by M. L. Dames, P. 28
{Introduction).

2. ‘““Notes on Afghanistan a =
Raverey, P ssl n and part of Baluchistan", by H.G.
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ind author of Baluch code of honour, all Baluch traditions,
o under strain and stress from his cradle 1o his grave for
v of the race, moulded its destiny, united under one
‘the various disorganized tents and tribes, conquered a
X walled territory, stamped on 1t the name of Baluch-
st ever stand in the very forefront of the immortals of

¢ and his name should be set in golden letiers among the
ides of Baluch calendar. With Chikar’s death (1555

D the Baluch circle ended, and the Baluch sword lacked a
shiy master: the entire race fell from all power and prestige
he thrilling and thriving days of classical period began to
aw 10 a close slowly but steadily.

jkar held the Baluch race under his thumb for nearly seventy
years, and his conquering banner shook

Rinds as from Kech to Kachhi. His conspicuous
¥ of energy and munificence cultivated the art
classical  of chivalry and heraldry, besides i, poetry
valric age too bloomed and blossomed under a fav-
curable sun. He was lar more [avourable
E€ulture than any of his predecessors or successors,  Being
a poet of unmatched excellence, his mind was stored
th the traditions, battles and history of the preceding  Balu.
8. He found his highest pleasure and perfection in the blood
¥, high traditions and honourable conduct of his race, and,
_ therefore, that we find the same spinit as a main characiens-
ﬂ_flhc Rinds. In bricfest and barest statement, one is aptlo

and assert that the Rinds were best representative of
Baluch virtyes and wvices. Almost all the swcceeding
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distinguished poets have extolled Chakar and the Ring hege.
mony to the pitch of their passion and profession,

The 19th century famous Rind poet of Makurin, Mulla Fggj)
feels proud while stating in one of his verses that *‘he belung,;
to the proud progeny of Chikar™.

Another noted poet of nineteenth century, Muhammad Khap
Gishkauri, pays a glowing tribute to the Rind ruler and his age:

28l e ool gk -~
bils Hhwd By Sea Sl Je
boly; olbly g S S
ol oeld oy 0sS s sk pb

“Amir Chikar was the King of Baluchis, He was chief of the
Rind, had under him an army of forty thousand strong;

His fury wrought more havoc than the Demon’s disaster could,
(Under his reign) the name of Baluchis equalled in fame to that
of mighty monarchs”.

Tauq “Ali Mast, the nightingale of the mountain, observes as
follows:

ol Syl UM 5l e
O sbex  dly LkigS
obdiy 5 o€ dl; gl axy,
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, Mir (Chakar) abandoned his kingly palaces, because of

i\ family strifes and dissensions; - )
pomeland, only to seek new fortune (in alien lands)”.

teenth century poet, Jim Durrak, of the Dombki tribe,

.:31.4. the Baluchi language and gave special beauty to lyric,
came to Sibi and visited the old fort of Chakar, whereas

tols the Chakarian regime as such:
ol sk 0 g Sla -
el 23 8 Uy 4 S
ofaw B Ny bl 4l ¢
Alash y93 Jol @iy S
b eds Gilyl 2 g S
dl>sh e sl 2833 E
LS cigp o et
09 9 35 idyls oliy 189

l. The ancient high walls of the fort belonged to Chakar,
The stones within the walls are lying heart-struck;

| inquired from the scattered stones,
Do thou recollect the past (glory) of the Baluch regime:

The stones rejoined with a gloomy heart,
hy thou inquire, O,chief of the Baluchis?

Those chivalrous men of words and works have passed
aWay since long,
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Men and steeds prosper under prosperous regime,

Under Chakar’s palmy days the three celebrated places,

Sibi, Dadhar and Gandawa, watered by the springs of three
streams, Nari, Bolin and Mulla respectively, became the great
field of poetic genius. All the far-famed classical poets belong
to Chikarian age, and all big romances of Baluch history are
the product of this age, and all traditions, the crop of Rind
society. After Chakar’s death, the entire Rind territory was
portioned and pieced among various Rind nobles, all of whom
asserted their chiefship over a certain tribe with varying fortune
and fame, but the faith and sincerity of all nobles for the comm-
on gain and good -of the race was most apen to doubt . The
remaining period of the classical age, an age cloyed with an-
archy and bloodshed, fostered under these Rind chieftains
whose era can be fairly called as the ‘Battle—days’ of the Balu-
chis. The old nepotism and clannish spirit once again became
very rampant. The outbreak of war between Phuzh Rinds and
Dadii’s of Derajit and Mirali’s (Buledis), and the feuds
between Gargezh and Buledis, etc, celebrated their warlike pro-
wess against each other for generations, till the cream of the
rival tribes consumed in these inter-tribal conflicts. All
these wars represent a veritable record of disunity and blood-
shed, in which a great deal of raids and counter-raids were acco-
mplished with all barbaric scenes of brutality in many Homeric
kind of wars. Besides the clash of swords, volleys of vaunts and

satires were exchanged by the poets of adverse tribes. The
Rind hegemony strongly exerted and affected the entire fabric of
- Baluch social and political Structure.  This period in its various

ASpects was as important in itg crude form in Baluch history



77

4 ~the Age of Pericles in ancient Greece, the Renaissance at the
close of the Middle Ages, and the Industrial Revolution in
modern times” L.

The Rind nobility played a highly combustible role in the
sisteenth century Baluch annals, and had instilled into the
Baluch society the magnificent ideals of personal honour, which
are even now, held as paragon of the towering Baluch character
and customs. One is astounded to hear the barbaric sense of
fulfilling fanatical feats of fame and fancy. Both fiction and
facts were brought 10 tough test of glorification. But behind
all feats of fury, bravery, generosity, fidelity and 1evenge, we
find therein, the depth of philosophy and the ethical nobility of
the race and age. Every Rind noble of name, was a brigand,
an outlaw, swordsman, horse-rider, an excellent poet, and fur-
nished with all qualities of generosity and manly grace and
gravity. True to the traditons of their blood, the Rinds loved
poetry and music. Under their grisly exterior, there. lurked
all the best and high graces. Amir Chakar was once questioned
as 1o the speciality of a true Rind. He is said to have replied
that the man who possesses the best of character and culture
(Irkdn): a conception practically similar to the ideal of Arab
virtues expressed in the terms muru’ah, courage, loyalty and
generosity,  As such, the Rinds established a permanent code of
conduct for posterity. Every tribe had its poets, and the voice
of the poet was the voice of the people. Poetry was the medi-
um of expression and not a mental luxury for classes and
masses. The Baluchis measured intelligence by poetry, and the

|- “The Great Baluch”, by M. 5. Khan Baluch, P. 217,
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poet was deemed the historian and semi-saint of the tribe, Just
as the sword and the spear decided the fate of the battle, so gave

the satirical verses of the rival poets life and currency to the ideg)
and integrity of their tribes, both in peace and war,

Chiikarian age is full of anecdotes representing crime angd
candour, courage and cowardice, virtue and vice, and the poetry
of the time reflects the soul and spirit of both the composer ang
the hero. We have no other trustworthy source of informa-
tion regarding the historical events of the classical period, save
contemporary poems and fragments of verse which have been
preserved. For all historical events of the age, the citation of
some Verses in its support is necessary lor its authenticity. As
such all traditions and stories are crystallised round the ballads,
but the crystals are often impure, due to additions and sub-
stractions made by later poets to make the contents more suit-
able and favourable 1o the future social or political cause of his
own tribe. It had been the wont of Baluch poets 1o exalt to the
climax himself, his family, and his tribe. Without dwelling on
the problem that majority of the poems have been lost or some-
what changed, it may well be asserted, that whatever remained,
gives us a capacious survey and scene of the tides of the time.
The main theme of classical poetry embraced the field of panc-
geric, epical poetry and elegy, besides satire, lyric-poetry, song
of vengeance, and war-songs which are sometime relieved by &
:T"':hr “r_t“"d“’ “nd true fecling. Infact, the entire climate of
1e ¢ as::u:a] poetry is healthy, pure and simple, and we find
Eﬁ'dﬂl‘l:l 'nstances where the poets have used obscure language,
excessive profundity, absurgd exageeration diction.
Al the poets of siitosedin or vulgar .IL' 1o

g ages held fast thay poetry during the
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period reached a perfection which no later poet could as-
« 1o emulate, and the degree of excellence which poetry held
::k'ijlll age, could only be revived by the revival of the lost ideals
of chivalry. Almost all important wars, love episodes and
chivalrous adventures of Baluch history, happened happily
during the Rind supremacy, and it provided a wealth of infor-
mation and enthusiasm for the theme and thought, passion and
| perfection of the conlemporary poets to enrich the poetic treasu-
re with glowing poems, containing unadulterated language cf
[ the nomad Baluchis. The Rind and Lashar wars, the Phuzh and
Dodai wars, the wars of vengeance, i.e. Harin Phuzh Rizd and
| Balich Gorgezh; the lizard war; the battle of Nalior the war for
refugees; Jiand's exploits; the romance of Sheh Murid and
Hani: Shihdid and Mahnaz; Hamal and Mih Ganj: Dosten
and Shirin and Lalla and Grinaz, etc, are the famous events of
the classical age, pregnant with significent historical value and
worth. The classical poets whose few poems which survived
to this day will be dealt with after describing first the major
historical events which had a great impact on Baluch polity and
peace, and wherein, we find side by side with the splendour of
the sword, the magnificent function of the tongue too.

The Sardar ‘Azam (the great chief) Amir Chikar was the master,

sole sir (Ulus Wijah) of the Baluch con-
Rind and federacy, and his contemporary Gowahram,
Lashar wars, the chief of the formidable trite, the Lashar-

is, who colonized the plains around Ganda-
'mlj and Gajan, with their headquarter at the former place.
Chikar prompt and perfect in the service cf danger, posscssed
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est spirit and abilities of a hero, He established for the
first time, Baluch suzerainty over Baluchistan, but it cracked
during the hey days of its grace and granduer. No sooner the
Baluch sword and strength became the master of its economy
and ego,the sooner the Baluch destiny sprouted and flowered
inta disunity and decay. The meteoric glory of the Rind hege-
mony reflected the doomed cycle of Asiatic sovereignties with
celerity; a verile generation of crack fighters, soon followed by
disunity and jealousy leading to internccine wars and final ruin,
The bravest Baluchs suddenely settled in the luxurious plains of
' succumbed with speed to the vices of vanity and
civilization. The love of war and thirst for superiority and
vengeance dismembered the infant state, and the entire race,
hereafter, remained a house divided against itself. The old and
typical drawbacks of Baluch political structure and social life,
reasserted itself vehemently on the then body politic of the race.
Chikar was too bold to his mission, while Gowahram too timid
to his ambition. The Sardir ‘Azam followed his master motto
‘all or nothing® so impetuously that he in nowise, was prepared
to see two suns under his influential firmament, while Gow-
ahrim fool and frantic, ambitioned envy and civil strife, and

the high

Baluchistan,

his haughtiness and hollow pride became proverbial than his
power, Too jeolous and too zealous, the Lashari chief haz-
arded his fortune against ominous odds, and hasty in his hasting
fall, wuu']d wish. t'ﬂ take the second step before he had taken the
sﬁt[:;k E }:l;ﬂdﬂ:‘:gft'lﬂus nature provoked his grudging stomach t0
s “*'_3“* Envy breeds unkind division, and soon
Lo € the ruin, there started chaos. Because of petty diff-
S patent to the tribal i e i
life and organization, the entire
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fertile plains of Sibi, Dadhar and Gandiiwah became the scene
ofimplacable warfare, and for more than two decades the sword

was never sheathed,  The fratricidal feuds plunged the race into
2 bath of blood, and made the magnificent Baluch structure to
: lapse and shook its bulwarks to the ground .  The infant
R luch state remained paralysed and suspended between its

s

e fiery kindled war-lords tried the edge and energy of their
word for about three decades till bones and flesh and sinews
of the race had fallen away. Honour, energy, time, outlay,
‘mil, hest warriors, best friends and relatives had been wasted
away in violent digestion of these most cruel hostilities. The
Rind and Lashir hero lailed to save the race from the inevitable
" doom and degeneration, and, perhaps, both knew not that the
fall of either would leave the survivor heir of nothing. Just
like “the war of Basis', ? the war between ‘Taghlib and Bakr’, ?
.'f:lnd the war of ‘Dahis and Ghabri’, * during the battle-days of
the Arabs (Ayyam-ul-Arab) in pagan Arabia, smashed the
 Bedouin tent and tribal life, polity and peace, for generations,
in similar manner the Rind and Lashar wars left the Baluch
- people to the brink of utter ruin, and paved the way for final
downfall. Consequently, the succeeding generations were too
- Tuined by their division and disunity. Manliness is called an

I. For Comprehensive study, see “The Great Baluch™, by M. §.
Khan Baluch, PP, |36-147.

2. See Tibrizi's Commentary on the Hamasa, adited by Freytag,
PP. 420-423 and 251-255,

3, Hamasa, 423, 11 sqq,
4, Hamasa, 95,
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act of folly, when it stands against a falling fabric, Afier i
long pilgrimage of defeat and dismay, Gowahram, to end hjs
days in a foreign land, vanquished away like whirlwind to Guj-
rat—Kathigwir, while Chikar, a rock not to be wiud-shum_
lived long in fortune, but, unfortunately, he himself unknitteq
the noble knot he had made, and triumphantly did tread on his
eountry's ruin. It is sure, greatness, once having quarreled
with fortune, must quarrel with men too. After Gowahram's
departure, a little later, Chikar left for Panjab to exchange the
purple for the peaceful profession, unaware of the fate and fact
that in Panjab, his fortune may live, but his life would die; he
was to end there where he was to begin. Strong potentates
must die, for that is the end of human misfortune and misery,
Both Chakar and Gowahram left Baluchistan and breathed their

last Baluch breath in foreign lands, but the furious raging fire
kindled by them, burnt the race for generations, and the Baluch
race, never succeeded, hereunto, to join their hearts in love and
amity. The grand Bivragh, the partner of Chakar's weal and
woe,the man whose noble deeds, the Baluchis, heretofore, deem
as valour’s monument, pathetically depicts in the following

verses, the fleeting glory of his race:

B S 2 e & Ty 135
Allel o &3 rljm; ,,_3,3' 3385
Ueragd hlogw o 0y 2
PO P oy ppw 0 2
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“Prosperily 1s nol permanent like a fort or a high mountajn
Prosperity  remained unfaithful 1o Gowahrim; neither i;
remained with our mighty chief (Chiikar) nor did with red-
hearded Salim Khan™?,

This battle was the last battle of note in the long series of com-

paigns, which dragged on, by raiding and
War for refugee plundering, 10 the complete exhaustion

or and extinction of the rival tribes, Gowhar,
the battle of Nali of Maheri* tribe, 2 woman of fame and

favours, possessed great wealth in terms

of flocks and Camel herds. She lived, as traditioned, in ex;
treme pomp and pleasure, her tent poles were all of gold, her
bed coverings of costly silk and satin. This teo young, too
beautiful, too happy and too good woman lived in the neigh-
bourhood of Bampur * in Persian Baluchistan. She migrated
from her native land and after traversing place to place, came to
Kachhi and settled in the fertile meadows neighbouring the
fellside of the Gajan mountains, as the neighbour of Lashari
chief, the thick-heided Gowahram. Her integrity never knew
womanly artifices, every ear heard nobly of her, and no dis-
credit had ever knocked at her door. Her beauty and bounty
won the heart of Gowahrim, who, to conquer her maiden bed,
wanted to win a wife of her, but she resisted and rejected any
idea of fear or favour. She never wished to become either the
l. He was a Rind nobleman of wealth and voice, and possessed

huge herds of cattle and Camel, but later on, became a prey
to utter destitution,

2. The Maheri tribe is the same and akin to the Arab tribe
!I‘HEI:II‘L

3. The Poura of the Greek historian Arrian, the contemporary
of Alexander, the great.
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beloved or wile of o detesting chiel, who was no doubt ki

fed but lowly taught,  To breed her honour and  hopesy -l:h]r
migrated to Sibi and lived under the benign patronage nni;. g
tection of the Sardar *Azam, Amir Chikar, Mir Rehin RI::
and Ramen, the son of the Lashari chiel, were staunch frignds
in senson and oul ol senson.  Both ol them llﬂrﬁﬂunllﬂy
fell in love at Sibi with the wile of a cobbler, whose fame .;.j'
benuty, health and fashion flew from lip 1o lip. Both friends held
her dearer than evesight and loved her than words can wield

the matter.  However, to save their exemplary relations, they
mutunlly agreed to decide the most delicate issue through a race

of their personal steeds, each renowned lor i1s speed, the winner
1o have as trophy, the disputed minion.  The length of the
course was agreed, and two judges from Rinds were appointed,
The two horses linished the race in a neck to neck contest, but
the judges partially awarded the victory to Rehin.  Rimen was
stung to the quick by this injustice, He plunged himself too
far in anger, and with the swillest wing of speed, flew on his
mare back to his residence. Gajan. A few days later, he
ordered some of the Lishiris to steal and harm the flocks and
camels of Gowhar. The Lasharis, accordingly, fell upon her
camels, carried ol the best dromedaries, and wounded many
che-camels with arrows, shot through the udder, In the even-
ing the herdsman came home with the herd, and the animals
began roaring before the tent of Gowhar. Great floods have

rees.  Chikar came 1o know about the

flown from simple sou
and

unhappy incident. He called forth all Rind nobles.
gathered their opinion for final action. Al topfull of offence and
mud-brain pave their express opinions: agreed and .;Iv:-t'rl‘lﬂﬂ'il""i‘Ij
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to cross sword with he Lishgris. The prand B
who had been the book of Chikar's good acts,

leader of Baluch strength, always heeded with travails, the cere-
monies. cares, forms, staidness and modesty of (he wars., He
with grace and [air regard, said 1o the Greal Chief that the
of war is uncertain, and g rgued with sound Feason loavert the
alarming peril but none breathed his wise counsel, and all hjs
[air ratiocination mixed with sugared words proved [utjle,

Chakar always fished with craft far great crisis, but, asthe Liis-
hiris were the theme of al) his scor

worse than a promise-breaker

ivragh (Bibark),
and the princely

end

ns, and would hate them
he sworn the enemy out of re-
prieve and pardon. At length, the issue came to the arbitre-
ment of swords, and shining star of venus fel] down on the Baly-
chland. The fearful battle between the rival hosts was fought
with might and main at Nali. Seldom in Baluch history, did
the flames of war burn with fiercer and ruinous rage. A fight
where fire answered fire, sword surrounded sword, spear struck
spear, force fought force, fury forced fury, might met might,
and steed threatened steed in proud neighs. Neither side would
give quarter, it was neither expected nor accepled. The entire
fateful plain of Nali was crimsoned by the blood of the dead,
Besides hundreds of the bravest and noblest Rinds, Chakar lost
his brother Sohrab, and his distinguished cousin, Mirhan, he
sole spirit, the heart of Rind numbers, Bivragh was severely
Wounded, his death was upon him but not dead. Both the

Rinds ang the Lasharis lost the pith and marrow of their blood.
Baluchistan ang the

Baluch race never lost so many nobles of
50 much worh

The Lasharis tasted the Rinds dearest
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astimate with finest relish and won the golden 4y of victory,
Chakar mourned his date of life out for Mirhan’s loss, and iy
few verses indited by him, gave vent to his irretrievable grief

and grudge in an elegy, of which few verses are here:

dxgS et OLIS (Goem
By yos odgSL dg (f
Te \_Sfu‘}:-‘ g_JL.-ﬁ r.:'ilh}-:"'
S13gu 0l 5 glossd &5

“The mountains of Siwi lie in slumber,

On the death of sweet Mirhan,

He was the fruit of that tree, which the fruit merchants of

Kandahdr would eagerly purchase™.

Thus ended the battle of Nalj where description cannot
suit itself in words to tell the life of such a battle in life so un-
fair and merciless as it displayed itsell. For every perfidious
drop in Gowhar’s veins, a Rind’s life had annihilated; for every

scruple of her weight, a Lashari had been killed. Around the
fatal story of the battle of Nalj, there clustered a copious collec-

tion of ballads and stories composed and concocted by poets
and peoples, of both contemporary and succecding age. AD

unnamed contemporary poet described in a moving compé-
ssion the battle of Nalj as such:
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Happy was the natural course of time, which nursed in its
hosom VIFIUOUS PEersons:

Majority of the people were men of character and culture,
They agread to the counsel of the men of social authority
and dignity;

The same age boasted of a pearl-like woman, who was the
owner of innumerable live stock and herds of camel:

Her name was Gohar, of the Maheri1 tribe,
(Her) bed consisted of silk, the poles of the tent were made
of gold;

Chakar one day happened to visit the residence of
Gohar, the Maheri:

Mir Chikar inquired from Gohar

Maheri: Why her she camels were roaring, and milk
dripping on their heels:

Gohar, the Maheri, told in person

Mir Chakar that day before yesterday, Rimen Khan 2
came with his Lashdiri horsemen ;

They came here from that side in a spirit of exasperation,
Returned back from this place with vehemence ;

l. This is 3 big Baluch tribe and their main occupation is the

br!ﬂl:”llg; of camels, They are akin to the Arab tribe al-Mahri.

Z He was the eldest son of the Lashari Chief, Gowahram.
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12,

13.

14,

15.

16,

17,

18,
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They slaughtered young speckled camels yet unwearned,
(and) like mutton roasted the meat;

Cut to pieces weanling colts, compelled the herdsmen
(the Jats) to weep;

(Thereat) Mir Chikar got enraged,
The frantic Ibrahim' too added fire to his fury;

(Chakar) ordered the Rinds to assemble, (sent messages
to) the distant Jatoi, * Korii* and the best swordsmen
of the Rinds, the Gishkauris, * to join his command :

He asked the well-favoured, fearless youths to abandon
the playing of chess anywise;

Then roared Malik Mirhdin under the walls of the
fortified fort:

At length, Bivragh® said, we will not put the entire
realm to the sword for the sake of a Jat woman’s camel;

Then Mir Chakar, the chief, sustainer of calamities,
gathered a huge army;

I. He was the cousin-german of Mir Chakar.,

2. They are a very brave tribe and are linked with the Camp of
the Rind tribe.

3. The Korai tribe too yielded to the Rind sceptre They are
now settled in the Dera Ghazi Khan districe.

4. They are Phuzh Rinds, and they produced the best swordsmen
during the Chakarian age. For instance Bivragh, Hasan,
Maulanagh, Harin, Bahar and *Alj",

5. He was the disti uished " '
personal’ty of his age and the great-
grand anzestor of the chief's family :-I?tha Gishg‘:aurl tribe.
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pivragh retorted wisely,
He grasped the rein of the chief’s horse ;

Chiikar lessen thy venom,

Abandon anger against thine equals:

The Mihinis' number one thousand crack fighters
besides the Lasharis having red scabbards;

It will cost thee much 1o go back from the war field,
(while) to march forward will make thee smeared with

blood ;

(It is uncertain) that to whose share, honour and victory
will come, (and) whose bones the Malla pass?® will
hoard in its bosom ;

24, Some of the high-blown braggarts spoke with high hand,
and passed taunting remarks;

5. They mentioned reproachfully the names of women,

(And) bound themselves wiih high oaths;

L. The present Gargezh tribe was named Nuhani by the Rinds,

L Thisis the famous pass of the present Jhalawan district. The
PI!rEnma! *Pring water of the Mulla stream Irrigates the fertile
Plaing af Gandaw:l_ Ihal and Sheran,




26.
and
27,

28.
and
20.

30.
and
3l.

33

34,
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Some of the noble youths, the high-fed

of their mothers, Jaro, Rehan,3 the headstrong,
of the steed having a beautiful
proved hot and heavy;

SOMNS
and Sohrib, 3 the owner
neck similar to that of heron,

Mir Chikar (in a state of fit) said,that Bivragh is afraid
of the arrows, pointed lances and daggers, and the

broad bladed Indian sword;

He (Bivragh) recollects the battlefield of Rekh;* when
we unsheath our swords to fight, then we will ask a slave
to take thee (Bivragh) to a distant place beyond the

reach of arrows;

Hearing the above taunts, he (Bivragh) let loose the rein
of the chief’s (Chakar’s) horse;

Saying, O chief, when thou command the Rinds 1o
fight (the Lashiris), then bring back safely all the Rinds,
and show me Mirhan in the flesh;

The messengers informed the Lisharis to muster courage,
for the enemy had overtaken them;

I. He was a hot-blooded Phuzh Rind of fame and fortune.
2 Rehan was the relative of Mir Chakar.

3. He was the brother of Mir Chakar, and was famed for keeping
rare steeds. He was killed in the memorable battle of Nali

4. It is the name of 2 plain on the northeast of Sibi town. On

was severely wounded, | CShINst the Lasharis, Bivarg
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¥9

To give battle 10 the enemy, the Finds, bedecked with
.I 1 =.|_ of ba o lhd - -
lken gowns, h-;.ge silken turpan: and red st

- i

ed themstlves with speckled match
words of Shﬂ'EI. shields

ockings,

locks, Spears,

made of the skip of
rinocered, 2nd mounted o

made of bronye ;

steeds having slirrups

They blocked the mouth of the stream

Passing through
i RaTTow, windy gorge of

the Nal; pass :

ittle while after sunrise, a wa
isplayed its horrors ;

T worthy of kings

The steeds of the Ripds Eotl tired and received injuries

by dashing quickly against the rocks (inside the narrow
gorge) ;

The dizaster from Gogd descen

ded on the field,
The sweay

world turned bitter ag Poison ;

The rival forees clashed againg; each other,

The £uns bursted the irumpets :

The Rinds kept an fighting apaingy an adverse fate,
Both Mirhin and Bivragh feil down :
The fighy cont

Inued il seven hun
their lives he

dred Rinds laid down
sides Mirhén,

: the wielder of the silvern
hilteg sword
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47,

48,

49,

21,

32,
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Chikar's body burnt with rage on the field,

He stood (in stern amazemcnt) on the field with hjs

naked sword ;

(He) gave his sandals to the servant, and

Nodhbandagh ! came near by, mounted

{rurtunatr:ly]
2 and drubbed the

Chakar on his personal steed ‘Phul’,
horse ;

Through the grace of God, ‘Phul’ got off from the
bloody field after crossing gorges and soft and sandy
ravines ;

Gowahram bubbled with his naked sword in his hand,
and cried to Nadhbandagh;

Thou art a Rind, nowise a Lashdri,
None would have taken any estimation of Chikar;

His head would have been severed just like the reaping of
the stalks of Indian corn (millet), (Or) in the manner as
radish is plucked; (thus) Sibi would have been captured
without delay;

Nodhbandagh rejoined, 1 am not a Rind but a Lashiri;

1am born from a Rind woman, Mudhi, whose milk 1 have
sucked

I Hewasga|
* bashari nobleman, more inclined towards the Rinds:

L Phul, (]
(flower) was the ame of Nodhandagh's horse.
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54, Mudhi would sing lullaby for me in the midnight when

o 1 would sleep in my craddle, that one day 1 should be of

56, use to Chikar, mainly during the unhappy hours of fight,
(accordingly) T kept on waiting for that day,

Alter the battle of Mali, Chakar and Gowahrim addressed
each other few vitriolic poems, which have been safely preser-
ved to our time by the western Baluchis, and are reproduced
below in Makurini dialect. Both Chikar and Gowahram
never displayed beyond decency their wit in manipulating the
vituperative resources of the Baluchi language. The poems of
both the heroes which we will soon reproduce in these pages are
redeemed from vulgarity by their literary excellence. These
poems represent a significant sample of true and typical spirit
of Baluch venom for vengeance and valour, and, moreover,
show the distinct feature of the classical poetry, famed for
its directness, dignity, simplicity and straightforwardness of
diction and disposition. During the three decades of battles
against the Lashiris, the Rinds wore majority of the contested
wars garland, but they never felt puffed up and seldom used
taunting or disgracing verses against the vanquished foe,
After the first and the last great victory over the Rinds at the
battle of Nali.! the Lashiris washed away their tribe’s stained
Spots, and their chief, Gowahrim, proud, self-loving and ambi-
tious past all thinking, in order to set a gloss upon his bastard

I+ The Lasharis became victorious in the battle of Nali because
of the help given by MNuhanis who were Rinds, and they
reva'ted from the Rind army.
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salour and unmerited fame, composed the following long poem
and sent it to the great chief, Chiikar, The poem seoms 1o &
the best production of Gowahrdm’s mind, Itis a fing 3pec,
of elegance and combines linguistic lure with melody, apq
proves (0 the credit of the Lashiiri chicl as having possesgeq
singular kpowledge and mastery of Baluchi language, },
depicts beautifully. the magnificence and munificence of i,

conmporary Baluch society, the grace and granduer of Amir
Chakar, and. finally, holds the Rind hero, as the cause of g

misfortunes that clo uded the mighty race in its heydays:
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1 owe my gratitude 1o the Almight
and Sustainer),

Ages have passed of this deceptive and transient world,
few friends of faith have survived:

¥ Lord (The Cherisher

All have to leave this world according 1o the will of God,

The Eternal Being will only exist for ever;

The chiefs would gather and hold assemblies of rejoicings,

the coming together and poing back of the notable
PErsons (would grace the conflux);
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The chiefs were served with roasted mutton saddle piece
and fat placed within trays, the youths enjoyed it with

great relish;

The well-bred and well-advised chiefs of the Rind and
Lashar staked their future on the outcome of bow and

arrows,

In the palace and heart-soothing city of Chikar, golden
cons and coaxing daughters having bottles full of
perfumes, enjoyed in peace;

Pleasant were the days of the Baluch hegemony.

Verdant were the valleys and the steeds well-appointed;

Well-stretched the big springs of the Mulla valley,
Chikar, thy flood-like herds would graze there;

From one side the herd of sheep and ewe entered the
valley,

From the other way the

chief would come with
silvern trappings;

From the other passage smooth and well-built horses

flooded the valley, at the other end of the valley the (Jat)

herdsmen would enter with huge she-camels:
2

The experienced cultivators and m

- en of |
and distributed the water etters regulated

of the main Springs;
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"They would gather heaps of harvest, high like round
hillock,

] he servants would assist at birth untamed mares:
(They) would fasten the steeds under

" the cool shade of sheds, and fed the steeds with nose-bags
_ full of sweat corn alongwith field-beans and pulses: water

was served within silvern bowls:

% Thus from the unweaned stage, soon developed to colts;

- after a year would become full grown filly;

~ Gallant youths would mount the steeds, putting their feet

* within bronze stirrups;

. For three months, early in the morn, they would break in

young horses, until their thick necks got thin;

Alfter enjoying the chase, the Rinds

would come home with great pleasure; high above in the
fortified palaces, the moon-like beloveds with golden
- bands tied round their heads, kept on waiting on the

appointed day for their arrival;
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to

22.

23,
and

23,

26.

27

lo
30.
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Chikar, thou thought thyself to

bea Rustam, thou had lost thine balance, even Pir Wajj's 2
wisdom failed: Chakar, thine war Wweapons, made by
distinguished blacksmith, have fallen astern from thige
strong loin cloth and virtuous shoulders; '

We never feared or expected nor

could our hearts maintain any evidence that the Rinds and
Dombkis mounted on Turkish breed horses, will ragingly

lead the attack;

May I be the slave of the generosity of the Almighty, that
[ have been bestowed unexpectedly with victory;

Ha! ha! that | became victorious,
The heads of sixtyfour Rinds remains undiscovered;

I have killed thy distinguished and brave Mirhan, have
smashed the golden personality of thy. race, (besides)
Haji Shaihak and ‘Umar son of Biran ; from the top Rinds,
Ali, the stag killer, Hasan with his nine handsome sons

(while fighting) were sunk in a deep pond, (and) both the

powerful Sohrab Khans®- maiw:
» Majori

I. Rustam was the
mythi
famous *Shah Namep. cal hero of Firdausi, the author of the

2. Hewasa Rind nobleman,

One of them was
th! }'uunEEr b
rether of Mj, c
hakar.,



113

(Amidst the chaos) thou Chakar, like entangling elephant,
struggled to save thy life;

Wert not thou present during the hol day when the
shiclds were flown around to save lives;

Inquire from thy princely nephew, (Bivragh),
He will not lie, for he is an able man;

My lion-like blow fell under his left ear-lap, his huge
turban fell down from his head; thus fear overwhelmed
thine Chikar’s body;

(Because of dread) blue coloured spittle began to deposit
in thy mouth, (and) thou fled away from the field, so
restless on the saddle as the swimming and sinking of
swan in waler;

Thou left the battlefield and returned back thirstily to
thine house, when thou asked thy graceful friend (wife)
having tangled locks, to give thee water; (through fear
and nervousness) thou drank it with a shivering hand,
the water dripping on thy gown, dripped too from the
silvern hilt of thy sword, the silken mane of the mare, the
silvern saddle of the horse, and showered from thy
moustaches like a shower;

Jaro is fit for the clarification of butter, Rehin and
Hasan for butter churn of goatskin;

We spared Bibarg's life, only to compose poems, (and)
sing in tune, a tune like wandering minstrels;
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Jongo will bring butter for the Mir (Chakar),
(Henceforth) thou (Chakar) will not feel proud
associating with women of thy age;

43,

44. Chakar, if thou, try to run towards the sky,

to (And) cross seven kingdoms and seventy mountains, |

46. upon thy head the hillocks of Dadhar, (and) be pleased
with plauditory remarks; set thy throne on the high
clouds; (even then) thine searching eyes will fail to gee the
tumultous Mirhin;

47. The turbulent Mirhin can nowise be thy companion now,
He will not accompany thee again with his silyerp
trappings and habiliments,

48. O,Chakar the son of Shaihak, thou art like a young plant
of prosopis spicigera on the bank of a spring (of which)
the root underneath are moistened and on the top the
branches are green (i.e. thou art easilv to be uprooted);

49. Thou would preside over big conventional assemblies
and public meetings (but) thou have been deprived of
these prerogative by the might of my steel battle—axe,

30.  (Now) thou should lie unnoticed near a tombstone erected
Over a grave,

(where) Neither any flood can wash away thee, nor any
Wave can displace thee:

.A great chief of experience and ability, Chakar, in reply
to his arch rival,

Gowiahram, composed the following
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poen. Free from artificial or pedantic style, rhetorical
‘devices, archaic and dialectal expressions, the poem is
‘well-balanced, simple and clothed with grace and charm.
Daring on the field, Chakar proved himself also daring on the
field of letters:
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Gowahrim, 1 know thee with bundle of lies on thy
shoulders, in order to prove thysell a true Baluch with

true venom,

When thou had surpassed Nodhbandagh in value?
Thou have only tied around thy loins the victory at the

strategic narrow defile of Nali;

Truth and falsity cannot go side by side, ;
It cannot be asserted that rain poured but withou! clouds:
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e mouth hath uttered a big liey
Thir thy restless Longue in thine mouth be speechless;
May :

(| fantastic and false censures have been Tully exposed,
H L LIS
?him! head has assumed a lofty tone;

geven Limes | have defeated thee, and chased thee while
1|:c|u deserted the field like a (frightened) deer;

Only once | lost the game, but never fled from the field
to be pursued by thing horsemen

| am the same Rind with my lively steed, sometimes I
mount the horse and somelimes | walk on foot: at one

time, [ am on the saddle, at times out of saddle: once my

person is graced with honours, on the other occasion,
I am to share thine miseries;

Gowahram, recollect thine previous gains,

Examine with narrow scrutiny the outcome of thine
previous wars with me;

Thine pearl-like Nodhbandagh had been killed,

My Rinds restrained thy mother, when she fully ornamen-
ted with heavy ear-rings, broad bracelets, ankles bedecked

with two round anklets, and the head graced with golden
bands;

I'shot an arrow ut the stubby hindhand of thy steed, the
black steed 5o frightened with pain, jumped and franti-

cally ran hard from the fort of Gajan, till it took breath
8 the mouth of the Mulli pass;
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7.

|8,

19.

20,

23
and
24,

124

he Rinds followed thee from behind, ang

The arrows of 1
s shot) flew somelimes on and at time iy

the arrows (thu
between the tendon of thy steed;

Notak, Zain-ud-Din, Kalo, the

The frenzical Hasan,
ozshah, the render of shields, were

famous Potak, and Per

all killed,

| left chasing thee because of the hard labour that thine

steed displayed.

(Then) in the manner of a beggar thou senl me message;
They conveyed o me, the putrid compliments of thine
mouth. the foul-spoken words of thine foul mind;

Like the cheap and roving bards, thou art equal in speech
(o seventy poets;

(While) sitting idly thou extol thy companions and
compare them with the name of the distinguished Rustam;

I know the worth of my companions, the tactics and
habits of my nobles;

| care but little for design and desire, believe not it
Omens and predictions, such as act of foretelling by seing
the blood vessels on the shoulder blade of a young Jamb.’
or Omens drawn from birds and lions, (and) the
prediction drawn from the leaves of dwarf palm?;

I. The nemad Baluchis often
retend by seing
che shoulder biade of 3 newly killed sheop or gort.

Lk ;
uE::f the Hakuran Baluchis dwarf palm is used for Pr.di:ﬂ#l
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Here are my Rinds, there stand ready their steeds,

(In the absence of steed) they walk on foot and lrl:a:d
(heedlessly) on the  prickly young piﬂnll of  prosopis
spicigera, instead of stockings, their feet wil) be marked
.wilh chinks:

The steeds will go 1o action, only 1o be lashed ;

The Mullas (learned persons) came and alongwith them
Sheikh Kahiris,

They came and sul on my fine and dignified mat (j.e.
became my guesi):

They implored earnestly to the Almighty God, (and)
solicited me to end evils for God's sake; neither the Rinds

ner 1 adhered to the wise counsel of the Sheikh Kahiri;

They (the Kahiris) in utter disappointmen; returned back

and (as a sign of anger and curse) shook off dust
their cotton scarf on the heads of

boast of fine cloths and cushions
CXpert women and washermen ;

from
the Rinds whao would

made and cleansed by

The imprecation of the Kahiris
Almighty, {and) my
consequences:

received acceptance by the
intelject failed 1o foreshow the

The Rind fighting men wearing on their feel shoes

ind embrojdered with silver, Came from the neighbeuring
3. heights of Sibi; hovered near the shielded fort, and tied
the legs of (e huge swif camels;
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36.

37,

38.

39.

40.

41

and death the heavenly angles wept, the ants, snakes an

42.
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The Rinds came down from the mountains of §jh;

were encircled within a strategic place; v by

Thine haughty archers rained shots of arrows oy them
My companions welcomed arrows on their grauru;
bodies:

I saw with my eyes, that their bodies looked red wiy
blood, as if, they were dressed in red clothes; al| wep
killed by thy men who possessed piggish legs and beard
ugly and rough like rug;

Thine brave, bastard and addicted drunkards fled from

the battlefield,
The Rinds graced with stockings and shoes, never deserted

the field;
The Rinds did not run away, for they deem it an act of

shame,
(And) they kept this sense of decency hecause of their

promise with their graceful ladies;

The stones may melt away inside deep wells, bul spite
shall ever remain alive in the hearts of true men; neither

stones melt away nor shall spite move;

The spite mainly exists for the sake of Mir ‘"Umar, Lhe
hot-mouthed chief of the Rinds;

(Morcover) greatly for the princely Mirhin, on whose
d birds

lamented; the fishes mourned in the deep waters,
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| promise as the foremost descendan

of Shaihak
| shall bring a formidable army , that

from Arabia; !

In the first instance, 1 shall make a small monument 1o
commemorate (Gowahrgm's ruin),

For a short period, | wil] st

on the top of the palace (10
make a plan for his disaster);

1 shall never leave thee

Gajin stream; 1 shall
where the

Lo reside near (he mouth of the
throw thee towards those
fruit of Pistacia kinjuk gets ripe,
of Apricot keeps on dripping on thine m
fine beard, (moreover)

frequent use of sickle:

territories
and the juice

oustaches ang
thine hands gei galled woupd by

Thou weak and small dove {anahrim},
May ye ever chirp in SOITOW,

(Let) the mother cry for her child and

the child bawl for
her mother, as does

the pigeon afier every four hours ;

May ye hide thyself in shame in distant countries,

as the
Lunds * have been voluntarily permitted 10 settle far
away ;

I It is worthy of note that Chakar did not mention to bring

army or seek help from the neighbouring Countries eor
monarchies, i.e., the Sumrah's of Sind, the Ladhe Pathan rulers
of India, the Timurid ruler of Herat or the Safaris's of Persia,

His imaginations turned towards Arabla, the homeland of his
anclent ancestors, the Kaldians,

1, The Lund tribe is settled in Sind and Derajat terr.tory, and
it seems from the above verse that the tribe enjoyed but little
favour from Mir Chakar. The ethnic affinity of the Lunds with
the Baluchls is too doubtful. Probably they came ﬂrlﬂfﬂl“g
from Central India, and the Bhils and Bhands of Makuran an
the Lund tribe belong te Indian blogd.
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49, (Then) thou will come (one day), PAY Tespegy,
bards, and will kiss my shoes ; '0 my
Then 1 will allow thee to come near the
Gajan stream, only to bewail for trusty g
and | will bemoan for the princely Mirhap,

=

Moy of
And gy, |

The Baluch Capital, Sibi, the city of peace apd Prospei
for the Rinds and the race, became Within one gy ;
a century. a faithful custodian of the history of tyranny apq
turmoil. The bloody thoughts of the rival Bajych 00bles
never ebbed to love, each of them Wasted himself out of ki
means. The Baluch fortune speedily started to fall frop its
heights after the battle of Nali. The glory that was Sibi, e
succumbed by the tribal intrigues which this city of Balyey
fame and shame nursed for the warrior race. Tired of
everything, specially of woes and foes, Chakar, in utler
dismay and deluge, denounced a curse upon Sibi, and such is
the beliel of the people, even today, that if any heavenly or
wordly catastrophy perchance besiege Sibi, it is considered to
be the result of Chakar's curse, which he uttered in the
following historic verses !

b OB o5 (gg |
S olp e, o)
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May Siwi (Sibi) always remain amidst

the storms of
war,

May it ever suffer asan indemnity

for the detriments of
the pearl-like Gowhar L

Let the renowned (town) of Gandawah turp into a

necropolis, as from seven grand youths, all of whom

used to tie their turbans with grace and pride, and race
their horses witheut reins ;

None of them can be pointed to be alive : alj

fell prey to
the powerful strokes of

the Indian swords, all of them
were devoured by the misfortunes of Gowhar.

00 -




Chapter IV

THE DISTINGUISHED POETS OF THE CLASSICA;
PERIOD (1450—1650 A.D.)

The grand Bivragh or Bibark,! the scn of Mz Bmg.
Khan,? 2 gallant warrior, 2 noble chief of gace 350
granduer, belonged to the sweet stem from

Bivragh Rind’s great stock. The noble meonis
Phuzh wherein this honoured trusk was framed,
Rind was the sister of the great chisf, A=s
Chikar. A son thos fathered and motherss

was expected to be something very unigue and superh, azd
Bivragh true 1o his blood proved himse!f 2 the marvel of
Baluch bravery, beauty, bounty, and the simew . the chaef
part of Baluch host. Both the son znd father spent the

fore-end of their time with Amir Chakar, and knew the very
road into his kindpess and grace

SOvereign creature, Bivragh, carrisd

and hﬂrlf:ﬂf the event. Such gay his extrzordinany graceful
and attractive Personzlity zpd his daily Czlings with the

p::nplﬁ that he would Come home beloved of a1 the occepe-
uoms in Siki: iy Countenance enforced

WInage, eves
I His regj Rarme wag Aky Bakr, pyy

1. Bakar Kban was pis rezl name o Elar
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women would clamber the walls to eye him, People thought
it a sin in grudging his nobility and valour., According to

Baluch philosophy he was the symbol of Baluch conceplion
of manliness. A man so great, so graceful, so beautiful, so
brave, so generous, and of versatile genius marked with
utmost poetic quality, was indeed, the rare gift of Baluch
history. Dignified enough even to the point of envy none

of the Baluch chiefs or nobles, before or after him could

ever dare challenge his excellences. Among the contempor-
ary Baluch nobles, he was known as ‘Bivragh the grand and

the man of word’ (Bivragh Kalimani). A paragon of all
manly virtues, he was the Achilles of the Baluch heroic age,
Under the Baluch firmament his name and fame

shines ever
like the full moon.

His enterprizes, romances and ravings
constitutes the master subjects of Baluch literary and folk-lore
history, In Baluch history, he is the first who has named

this land as the land of Baluchis (Baluchistan), and further
shown his burning patriotism

in one of his verses with the
assertion that he holds

it more close and dear than his heart -

1._::3 U:-;—_,lg Sl a5 \.53.#- A9y

vwidy S O B (Serw e
there which is the country of Baluchis,
The city of Sibi is pleasing to the heart’.

‘Go we

We are told that he lived and loved like the giants of the
old. He was very fond of travelling from place to place, and
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as such h_is rvisit to Seistin, Herat and Kandahg;, re
most thrilling events of love and romance, Bye, mllruien
romantic stories, love songs and other poems day
favnm:ah!e theme for minstrels to engage dﬂmm]? "
attention, sympathy and wonder of big assembljes on fag; d
occasions. Bivragh was the foremost poet of his ag.;ﬂtw:
by the majority of Baluch people he is mﬂﬂfdf-:ia;-;;m:
the greatest of Baluchi poets, while a few woyld e :]-,M
he ranks unquestionably first. The chiel merits of i::
poetry consists in elegant expression, subtle combination gf
words, striking use of rhetorical figures, and hijs brilliany
description of love episodes commingled with heroic degg
which gives a fine glimpse of his distinct greatness. For pi
grand style, one is prone to call him the Victor Hugo of (ke
Baluch race. The ninteenth century’s illustrious and sainted
poet, Tauq ‘Ali Mast, represents his praise for Bivragh as

such :

oA e Eé.}."ﬂ ﬁ,ﬁ.\; a5 bl r
el S s pl A5 gl Lo Uy
Ry (i.’::l.*a edloy 45 A5 gl lee 3D
il g B gixe lohd A5 glo Lo 3ue

Worthy are the poems which
Bivragh, the generous has composed,
Promise are those which Jim ‘Umar
Had pledged to perform,

¥ Hi
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Generosity is that which

Zarzawiil had displayed
" Pure love was that which Layla and

- Majnan had with each other,

' The stories of Bivragh's various romances
im a separate volume. The most

famous was his love
ith the Arghin * princess, Graniz, the daughter of Shuji-ud-
Zunnin, the viceroy of Kandahsr Province on behalf

“his sovereign, Mirzia Shah Husain of Herat (11506 A.D),
this romantic story of Bivragh whose remembrance yet lives
i Baluchi’s memories, will too be th
e He once in 1495 A.D. in the May-
ed Kandahir, The Arghiin princess saw

b the palace like the smiling cupid. This goddess, this nymph,

s siren fell prey to (he Most arresting and fascinating face
iid form of the Baluch chief, who too yielded his heart to
he loveliest Woman that ever lay by man.

alone can

morn of his youth,
him from a window

in the
h such
Ean to

crossed the Arghiin lerritory wit
€ morning his horse’s hoofs be
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wound the Dasht plain southeast of Quetta, and (p, .. .
began to sigh her Mughal breath in Baluch iangrm%
Arghfin prince soon followed the footsteps of BI"’I'Egi: The
had committed an offence of mighty note. For thjs hei:h“
offence, the ruin of the Baluch monarchy was too fajn?ug
catisfaction. The Arghtin army reached Sibi after a mam:
of a few days. Goaded with most sharp occasion, Biyrg oh
went straight to the residence of the Lashari chief, the swop
enemy of the Rinds, Gowahram, who received him wiy
unquestioned welcome and undoubted blest, and promiseg
to aid him with all store of power at his disposal. However
in the end, this Baluch chief of iron and blood, with a primr;

heaved away the disastrous storm that was to sweep
eing his life and honour touched to death,
there was left him himself to end

courage,
the entire race. S

he had no alternative ;
himself. for one death might prevent many. His beauty,

bounty, brain and bravery went together. Treble-sinerved
and hearted, he entered in the dead of night the tent of the
Arghin chief, and stood so majestic before him as if he was
the son and heir to Mars. The dejection and offence within
his bosom did not take off his manhood. His courage and
capacity proved a sufficient briber for his life, and brought
the matler to the wished end. With noble fury and fair
spirit, the Arghiin chief found an honour 1n Bivragh which
bought out his grave guilt.! The incomparable bravery &
rigid determination of the Baluch chief, defeated the Arghi"

I. For copious detail ; ! han,
ChHPtEI'I:H,FP, ':-EI;EI. sec ‘The Great Baluch' by MS: K
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orince i his designs and cowed hijs cou
to an extent thal the latter wag obliged (g EXpressg implicitly
that he had Torgiven and forgotten all, ‘
against Bivragh's ape and ambition ang Iransgress against
his valour and wish, The Arghqn chiel graceq him wity
robes of homour, and returpeq back 1o Kandahzy wilh his
massive army, and did not

remember anything of
consumed time,

The whole country becam
mirth and joy Amidst pregt

Bivragh solemnized his marriage

religious strength of sacred vo
the dearest

the
€ replete with
pleasure ang Pomp,
With the princesg with all
ws, and logked after her as

issue of his proud practice, love.

But, unfortunately, from her blood,
raise up any child who should
with Arghiin pride and Baluch
portrays the entire episode in his

Bivragh did not
ave served Baluch people

power, He dramaticajly
long peem as such :

2K 55 S8 ol Jeus
25 > s Sy 9 yasd

21y O9%i3y oM |3§1-°: F
& LT s dpaill

2125 dl5ge - litgs m
a@,la:;:,eﬁljf Eemyls B



136

b 2)
l-....u
gxw § By
b & )
ﬁ 23 (%a
ey o §S

| ; - s T "
A ‘-J
I - E | =
* b-
J i L. r‘i

,ﬂp o >
jj dji .-|-
. bl
‘JLL uiLJ; e o BE)
13
£)

-
L!
J
: RS
J
Pk
ML.
L
Ay

9
L
I Edi'-i*-#“
, o
Jieh B ~
= a :
M#' 8 L :
;IMU}'}EJ 432 :
i ECEEI“
Bl
llru..m
B




137
dylse e 9 Eosm
L{\_‘;,. au':.,mgb ,iLfL -._J"jf
W€ Gl @55 I3 ol uS
ol > 4£03) J-;# ol 95 @
ol £da 3% 188 El
wlgx £33 S ds ol
| §lndh oS cunsd (ds oy

Wy & K 93 EJ}-L J\S"u}-_.

ES 0050g8 095 Joee
u’ﬂtﬁlu {-_gl'jl.... Oy g,s'u:i

wisy £y

'-:?""E'ng':ﬂﬂ:u

™

B

|

I &

| 4



138

u&m;wl——{é L'u‘l"‘ J)ﬁ:JLﬁZ' '-L&'-f

b lohy exdd gl 2,

i LS =4Y¥qs 93l o
OlyseS sy B0 LS
L 3_15.5 EGI ol udﬁ
dilge o3 3 Eog
oY > dljee okl 200
885 o Ol ()5 42

=l 93 Ly 723 (5 2555 Ol g3
S ey Wy (A el

By9 (gub2e gy (B pldd
P A s S5 45

Bl 8 L;j l&"-‘éﬂs jlj-‘" L
O3 (sl gS sy e ST

IA

19

ol

o

e

M



139
alysr eyl By sl Jug>
ot depm sl
Qligss5e Ulgs i (S
‘_;Lijfuh.- uj?ﬁju Jljo:- 8
oy ¥ plesS 068 ol
= o me oy s d
E.:..':,f EC_,,.- EEJ nl_.. {_ﬁl‘-‘-
bl 0n3 s £
sl elialy T (Ss 258

W 15 2plelsS op
ﬁ&ﬂ%ﬂ'ﬁr!ﬁ &9 5S>

Mo

MY

ML

MA

9

ol



140
L\:_!l;‘ Er];ﬁ,f }; dﬁg
bl s 313 Pas l’lf’jf
ds 5 ol oS ® ¥
etz T 05 05
231> ulie 1 QST 5l
s 33 355 2l ke £

oS 2y (B PR (%.I
Ecﬁjf-f Ei'fj'*"f 45 &

2L geligp> a0 S
QhyId |3 o 0B B »S

;JIJE# IJ-w L‘ﬂ |_*,L::ry IR
ohle Olgat Jol ples s

P

o o

]

N

2

MA




\41

L;L:b ..}L‘ HAS '.i.n.ﬂ,.,_-t,_ -535“-:‘;1_3
ELL'RH\SE}-&?; LSF' J::S"hﬁl}
L 3 s e ol&3ls
oh) glus 9 LSE_B: a3
Uﬂe}k"‘ Js U@’jT -] f oA
Slrt s st (Js T fds
1908 i OKK 4, S it
u.\ij'ljfu S LJKEE’&_:J}? %
S (e 3 &ls e i

p B
S Ly W 13 S
O3y Ly eyl 58,5
|JE& La_;"‘"b'e s )

s ™ Hlez 29) as JE
OR7 552 (Y 2ok e

=

M|

(o

o

v

~ O



142

56 )l g Sl
OlyS s3SI .
A g o A ol 95
JE 18 g AP
O 155 5 sz 29 8
oL o 45 5la eled L3 gz sl
g (e A5l o guding ()1
(87 OrugS fg) ute o
oy ol & 5] Jo s

Y

ML

MA

~9

Ny

(N]



143

= ds o 5 Sk

28 998 i L3ty iy b

LJBL&:JM&!&_}&Q@
2l AR i Syt o
25 T il (68 el
ELSJ'Lh J§® KET gLf'H:_,L}
-..:a.a:r.,w; L8> oY g 5181

Ol gyl OT gl il 5 sl
Ol 02555el 51 KST 53 2,

"-"I""‘fi JYL‘? 2 e dd'.S'_r.,.
oy oyl Uﬁg‘_}k\ B

of (@l oyl s 7
t1208 9,5 e e 435 Gl 5

A

by

(NI

Wy

(W

ATAN

»9



144
&3l ey By plindeS

sl S dlsly lesd 93
L;JLG%' 0By e MJS‘E&J.?:-“?

Sy A9y a9 o
bl 28 Al 0y

e 525595 3 e QL8353
sdlis s> oliny,

gl sde ds 05
0S5 g T 95T
s ST SRS | BT P O

S &S LHL. Gl
| :
U™ Crewdy 93

“ .

"I

MM

4w

Y

0

L



145

L.'ij:“'-‘f JM ?.’.3_9,3 ﬁl

sl S 54 of Sl olizy
G¥ e Ok dy e

Aly Jagx Lotz 2 by
QU] Onen 15905 5 o LS

U‘g"'“ *-TJL:.I‘D 53.:_..3 dj'iﬁ

MEI;QLEB:LSJ-:* 39 g

35 Qg e 513 (g bty
Ogtagd  olloly 8] ST

Byl U 4l o3

L-‘-T'L‘}I"S- dT ij.;é ,-__:,L-h o
Sl by 2 e

. P

A

49

=

<V

LM



146

dlelasly ol e C‘S ﬁ“""‘_‘“-"
sad SF 248 £

WU
w Al B8 (SO
PE g & OF ST

s L g J sl Jb>
bt ol AlKly oS A

S 9988 Jlom 01
g 'J’" '...!f_'_~i (gu® 3’ 5)%

&

oss8,S el B S
Ladls g ol (o g

ofu Qb ey '—"Lﬁf
W g Ve A

lyee g ol 0naS'yd It
B s g s

4P

<0

(e

LN

L9




147

Bk S u&ﬁ&sﬂ Eggmw OKIE A
Ol sk (g8 ol Jb

B8ed> ey 0lsy S Sl AN

Gy 2 5y988 2 05 glie (9 AW
BI> 155y 081,54 08y 0
by 2 4 5BY 4 A
Uy (e 0K 058 561F

5k L;.S' ug,f olsd 2y zey  AD
Lhlo 1348563 amwad QLS P

« Widely stretched are the gardens of Kandahir,

Itis a place of princes and palaces;

. Etl'ﬂlting on one of the roads of the extensive city,

A moon-like beloved appeared from the window
{of the palace);




10,

11.

12,

148

i breathed a sigh,

My vivacious hea
he ruby, addressed me ;

[n Persian language, t
astily, O Baluch,

rd and trusty shield ;

Come above h

Wwith thine swo

Have the account of my lively heart,

Mine head withal mine golden necklace art thine;
Relying on God, I went alongwith my kingly steed

(Mal) :

Let me take the golden necklace of the beloved,

(And) bind it with the fibres of my needy heart ;

Under the palace I tied my steed (Mal),
I moved on, saw the mistress of the palace ;

The moon was sitling heartily on the golden

pallet-bed,
For seven days and nights the princely lady kept me

with her,

The pride of the womanhood, the choice and the crown
of her contemporaries, then asked me;

Bivragh, the pearl like chief,
The king has great love for me :

B . .
ew1am, if the king, perchance get the information about
Our intercourse,

He will never spare us alive;



149

13. 1f thou have any manliness i thy loins,
Better will it be to take me ¢

0 thine owp Country .
14. | understood the speech of

my beloved,
I too made up strop g dete

rmination :
Quitted the palace wiy; its
I came down the palace ;

15. golden bed,

16.  Untied my steed (Maly,

Mounted my beloved on the back

of the black sieeq ;
17. Go we there which

's the Country of Baluchis,
The city of Sibi is Pleasing 1o 1he heart
18. In one night crossed fortyfour streams,
Al dawn touched the Dasht plaint ;

19. Turned our course

lowards the fertile Bolin,
While travelling

through

the original stream of Bolin .
20. The shamer of moon, the culti

vated (beloved) inquired,
Bivragh, the pearl like chief -

21, Speak 10 me the sentiments of thine vivacious heart,
Thou have brought me to such distant lands ;
22, Thou told me that thou have huge armies,

Where art thine smooth-backed steeds?

. The
o It is an Extensive plain sixtean miles mutl:-':“ﬁ::ﬂ:w one
distance between Kandahar and Dasht plain r:-ud l?fm one night.
hundred and seventy miles, and Bivragh trave




26.

27.

28,
and
29.

3L

32.
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Where art thine youths fit for royal assemblies
Who is thine friend, who thine enemy ?

Replied | to my friend,
Chakar is my friend, Gowahrim mine enemy :

Forty thousand consists of fine Rind Cavalry,
Thirty thousand are the brave Mirilis;

One thousand numbers the Nuhani crack fighters,
I have with me ten thousand cup-bearers;

Fifty thousand are tied to the trenchant sword of

Gowahram,
There is no scarcity for supply from other tribes ;

The wise shamer of moon, asked me,

Bivragh, the pearl like chief, once 1 saw from the palace
(the army of my father), the king seems to be too
weighty as compared to thine realm ;

I perceive the might of the Kandahan Mughals,
The Turks will leave thee not to rest at Sibi;

Let us go to Gowahrim, the chief, o
Chakar (being relative) will be voluntarily restless in his

house ;

We came to Gowahrim, the plentiful,
0, Gowahrim, the pearl like chief ;
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¢. no necessity brought me to thee,

retolor | |
E have with me the spoil of kings ;

(but) now I
hief, 1 have come, will thou keep me,

D} C " - -
e, will live with thee ;

1f thou keep m
If keep me nok, will seek another way,
Rejoined, Gowahrim, the majestic ;

0, chief of Baluchis, welcome art thou alongwith thy
friend, with peace and confidence ;

May thou be always in peace and happiness,
If thou live with me, | will keep thee ;

(I) will sacrifice on thee the entire Lishar tribe,
Never will | recollect past rancours ;

He stood up, gave us accommodation,
Vacated an extensive, magnificent palace ;

Provided pallet-bed and cushionet,
Silvery drinking cups and bronze made basins ;

To satiate our hunger, served us with trays of rice
cooked with mutton (Puldo),
Goblets of honey and milk to quench our thirst ;

From one entrance brought spits of roasted mutton,
From the other bottles of wine ;

Neither I nor my beloved tasted the food, some We left

i“ the trays, more we threw on the dunghill and washed
Intentionally our hands (as if, we partook the food) ;
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45, One day, the fourteenth moon (beloved) asked me,
Bjvragh, how holds good the internal relations of thipe

people and the Lasharis ;

deception it Is after accepting the mat !,

46, What a
hile sitting on the mat, maintain despite ;

(And) w
47. 1 replied to the possessor of thousand blandishments,
and for 1| remember the past faults, therefore, I will not
48. keep his salt in my abdomen, as one day I may become

his enemy ;

romising to be my friend, came and said

40, A MemonzP
o eat, I shall bring

Whatever thou demand and desire t

for thee ;

50. Bring costly cloth for me to wear,

Bring odorous meals for me

ght days were passed through utter n

to relish ;

5]. Seven or ei ecessity,

I ran in debt of seven hundred silver coins ;

is a proverb in Baluchi. meaning to become one’s

ong the Baluchis specia ly the MNomads,
¢ or a rug and

the host take out a ma
tertain the guest on it.

|. Tositonones mat
guest It is the custom am
that when a guest COMES,
spread it a little away from his tent and en

in Baluchistan remained for centuries under
d the Kalharas,

2, The district of Kachhi
s, the Sammahs an Kachh!

the Sind rulers i.e. the Sumrah
Accordingly, we find the major portion of the opulation ©
hE!‘nn%mg to Indian on Sindi blood. The I“rurnnns who urlglm"r
came from Gujrat-Kathiawar and Rann of Kachh, settled permnnun:‘-ll'

Kachhi during

in Sind, and a group of
fifeeenth ‘-'-Emur;.r.g p of them planted colonies in




52,

3t

oM,

33,

56.

7.

a8,

39,

60,

61.
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The innumerable host (of Lasharis) Counselled
Gowahrim,

He sent a courier in this respect :

To inform the sainted Chskar,

O, chiel (Chikar), it is neither an ordirary message nor
a child’s play ;

Beware, that Bivragh has

fastened too weighty a burden,
It is neither a flood from a couloir, nor from a stream :

(But) a flood seperated from a distant ocean,
He carries with him the spoil of kings ;

The king came like rain and surge of stream,
The army crossed the mouth of Bolan ;

There was but little place for numberless royal tents
(When) the sun began to appear from its golden zodiac ;

The armies of Mir Chikar, the well-fed sprightful Rind
steeds approached the place of encounter ;

Amidst nobles mounted on rare steeds_
Mir Chakar and Gowahram ordered their ranks :

The Rinds came forward with their naked steeds,
(And) began to survey the field of encounter :

The king's army seemed oo strong as compared to the
Rinds and Lashirs,

(thither) Bivragh said, 1 will personally keep watch over
the enemy



62.

63.

62,

66.

67.

69,

70.
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For three days and nights 1 did guard-duty
(At length), Relying on God, T prepared (to fa
grim crisis in person), .

Took up my ornamental weapons, saddle and

saddle-girth,

gtarted with the expeclative grace of God ;

Mounted the kingly steed (Mal),
Came near the king's army ;

Tied Mal a little away from the army,
With my magnificent form T walked on foot ;

Recited with special tact and wariness the Quranic

Siira Yasin,
h rigour recited “Yisin' to invoke secrel

Repeatedly wil
help of the Cherisher and Sustainer (Lord) ;

I went with my shining sword,
Came near the royal tent

t watchers of the Turk (the kin
t Indian steel ;

e —

g) saw me,

The nigh
Unsheathed my trenchan

I struck it 50 fearlessly,
(that) it passed with velocity like the thunder of raining

clouds ;

| severed the tight rope of the tent,
Stretched forward my head from my Pri ulders

l::pﬂﬁpﬂd inside the tent) ;

ncely sho
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fled and severed the head of the attendant employed
Killed :

) massiae, ‘

::ir:nt forward. saw the King ;

The Turk (king) reposed on the bed,
]{uldingllis hand, awoke him ;

. 1 am the same Bivragh, the man of words,
" From me occurred a satanic deed ;

M. To forgive is the heritage of kings,
~ If thou forgive me not, the matter is in thine hands ;

5, There is thine sword, here mine neck,
" He asked me to repose and talk :

Both of us exchanged thoughts in detail,
The king (finally) forgives my this crime ;

1 felt under obligation to none

of my people,
To myself only 1 am obliged :

He (the king) bestowed upon me a

thunderous horse,
Bedecked my head with red silken

gear ;
(The Turks) unfixed their tents,

The entire army marched back enroute Bolan ;
To tread upon

the hearts of my
the morning,

enemies, early in
I stérted trotting my proud steed ;

[ eame 1o 1he huge fort of Sibi,

arrated my story to the host of Rinds ;
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go. Chakar with his Rinds retreated rejoicingly,
The Lashars settled back near the suburbs of Gandiwg ;

g83. To no one I am indebted,
Neither 1 exposed the Rinds to the strokes of grievous

calamity ;

84. Nor put the Lasharis to the trial of war,
With intoxicating enthusiasm Graniz became mine ;

86. With bliss I will live with my beloved,
(and) play with the beloved’s golden necklace.

The following poem, he Composed of the sudden illness
and death of his beloved. He too loved a Jat woman_ named
Sado, who was described as a shop of all the qualities that

man loves woman far, She fe] sick, he met in the way a
Rind nobleman, Ishag, who told him about his beloved’s

::.:idl:nr sickness, and this news proved bitter to him as death,
elore Bivragh could reach her house, the sure physician,

deat
tarh :a:: c;antellcd her lease of life. He suddenly turned
slern, tragical and dismayed g th y the lovers
have the appetite of liggs and the act of hares T]:IIE as
course for e Ver i - n
I each lover jg Lo sigh, Pray, sue and £r b r
] ﬂﬂn, ut -i

P
¥ sincere, supreme ang superle.

strongest mind and heart
and moving terms l

had preay hald : SXlent i
on hig strong liicihg © Pliant playful cupid

The poer is full of
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pathes, and clearly depicts how love shattered this extraordi-

aary min whose surprising energy and enchanting enterprises
have left such an indelible effect on the minds of the Baluchis

of even our age, that in stern amazement they often remark

exaggeratingly that it seems_ “‘as if, Bivragh had two hearts
and four kidneys”. The poem proceeds as such :
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Mounted on the black steed, well-trained for chase,
I was passing through a howling wilderness,

When I traversed a long distance,
I met my distant relative, the graceful Jam Sahdk ;
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3. |sat on the ground crossed legs, encompassed m .
and legs with a long scarl of collon cloth L

Jam Sahik surrounded his waist and o

rossed leps wi
a red scarfl of cotton elotht : B Wi

4. (To refresh myselly 1 lessened the heaviness of my heart
by masticating a nut,

The black steed grazed Gorkha 2 (Elimurus hirsutas) .

5. Both of us communicated to each other the news of the
gencral affairs (hal), 3

Jim Sahak recounted flrstly his account of the latest
mtelligence ;

I. It isa customed practice ameng the Baluchls that majority of the
elderly tribesmen earry with them a long scarfl and at the time
ef tribal er on simple gatherings when all sit on the ground
crossed leg, they surround their waist and legs with the searf

to ease themselves.

2. A kind of wild herbage or grass. found in abundance after the
summer rains.

3. e js a striet Baluehi custom by which any Baluch travelling is
atked by those whom he may chance to come across meet for
the news. The 'hal’ means the latest intelligence, which the

forthwith. The Interrogater in
G te N oo he traveller and also

municate his latest news to ¢
E;:: "Both of them depart. cach of them dolagh gty The
gained from each other to the next first person EACH F0 o
custom Is mot confined to travellers, but l::\‘ arir_lrl S
when men of means of the same tribe mect, = s, The enquiries
given and recelved, In strict order of prece :n:.
cover a wide range, both public and private,
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11.

12,

13.
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(He) celated the news in a gloomy mood as, if; biye,

by snake,
All members of thine kindred are in perfect peace

(Except that) thine moon-like Sado is lying in distress,

(Because) of labour pain she has fallen ill ;

Pain has invaded her thick-haired head,
I prayed for her with a burning heart ;

Would that thou (Jam) had not come, and I had not

met thee,
Fire caught me from toe to Lop ;

My body became hot within my soft clothes,
The chest melted away, the liver turned block ;

Out of the herd of cattle, I instantly offered sixty oxen

as sacrifice to saints,
And the red eared grand ram of the herd ;

Offered momentarily the entire herd for oblation to saints,
The steed (Mal) with its all necessary equipments and
trappings ;

The sword with its belts tanned at Delhi,

The poniard and the chopping knife with cases brought
from Khurisan :

(And) above all shall set at liberty a maid-servant
]

I
( nd-::ase} my scented beloved recovers from fatal pain
and I see the precious one in complete health |



16.

17.
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(1) impetuously flogged the black steed,
Sore pained either sides (of the horse) by the strokes of

my heels ;

Black steed, remember thine past speed,
Take me overnight to the place of my beloved ;

(11 Mal (horse) dies, be it sacrificed for the transports

of my anxieties,
(If) I die, shall be unquestionably in Paradise ;

When | arrived near the tents,
(1 dismounted) and sat behind the dwelling places ;

Ere long, | heard the noise of weeping,
Alas| the precious (Sado) was taken out of the house ;

The ruby like Sado was placed outside for the

performance of funeral rites,
Being surrounded by the ruby-coloured girls of Jatst;

Her curly locks braided with speckled hair lace, fell
unplaited on either side of the lace,
The necklet was set aside from her heron like neck ;

Throughout Medieval Ages the Jats have been living side by side
with the Baluchis from Kirman to Baluchistan A distinction

exists among the Jats themselves. The camelmen and graziers
among the Paluchis are addressed as Jat, but the name is
pronounced with a soft 't {-) as opposed to hard ‘" (2)

These camelmen speak a different language to other Jats. The
Baluch tribesmen look upen the Jats as their social inferiars, and
the women of the camelmen are renowned for their beauty.



25,

26.

27,

28.

29,
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Her nose straight and smooth like the rod for collyriymg

was left unringed,
The well-preserved car-rings (were removed) from her

cars
The snowy fingers were lift bare without any ring,
Her mother and mother-in-law started weeping ;

Her husband with his haggish beard wept too,
1 too poured drops silently like the silent raining clouds

Concealed my face [rom mine enemies,
Tears falling on my moustaches, which resembled the
flower of hyacinth in shape and [ragrance, dropped like

hail on my beard ;
The funeral procession of my beloved proceeded towards

the graveyard,
At a distance, | waiched dnd followed the crowd ;
(Thus) she was laid to rest in the new house (grave), far

off from her previous residence,
In despair | retraced my steps ;

1 alarm thee, the choicest youths,
The haughty-headed sons of thine imperious mothers ;

Enjoy thyselves to the end of thy means,
A sturdy soul is following up thine and mine steps;
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30. The Angel of deathis ever sitling over he head of
everyone,
He disfigures the man possessing mighty stature like
that of lion ;

31, (Then)by the Command of The Almighty (he) joins the
caravan bound to the next world,

When brothers fail to save the life of the diseased one
through offierings to the saints ;

32. (Then) Mother and Sisters offer their long hairs 1 ¢
sacrifice to the saints,
The Angel of death dislikes such things,

33. Would spend prodigally from Bihar's immense property,

and
34. I never worried my lone head for anything ;

While to ride on fillies bedecked with silver saddles, to
pluck kisses from paper like thin lips of beautiful

damsels, to satiate with the roasted hindmost of mutton,
to attend the assemblies of chiefs -

35, (I used) white cotton clothes of finest fibre,
Costly sheets and turbans procured from the manufactory
of Harev 2,

My turban fetched the price of rare Steeds ;

l. The custom of hair offerings ameng the Baluchis can be fairly
traced back to their ancient ancestors, the Semites, See for
details *History of Baluch race and Baluchistan' by M.S Khan
Baluch, PP. 190 ~9],

2. In ancient and Medieval ages, the city of Herat was named as
Harva or Harev.
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36. I have seen this mundane world passing op,
Such as happened with the lady of her famj]
seen this transitory world passing on with Sad ;’ ¢ i

37. Only being wrapped within a coarse sheet of cloth,
Her brothers to comply with the wont of the age,

38. Distribute (among the people) cooked beef,
Placed inside silver-plated plates.

As mentioned already that Bivragh's father, Mir Bahq,
Khan, was killed without any justification by the Spiritua]
guide of Mir Chakar, Shah Khatti, and his men. The thirg
for revenge even subdued the staid senses of the beg
representative of the race, Bivragh, whereas in the way he
took vengeance, represents the most vandalic trait for which
the race has ever been too famous. The following poem
versed by him in a language enough worthy of the theme,
relates his venom in a distinct manner. After the fashion of
his fellows, he endeavoured in his poem to touch the heart

of his people with surges of sentiments.
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The strong-based mountain like Chief of Baluchistan
! ¥
Thou have made nitjustly the-Largel for thine arrows

What clannish feud thy had lost,
(That) thou have murdered the pearl-like Bahar Khan ;

Henceforth, T shall sit heedlessly in a place,
event forgetable for a lime;

To make this grave
Let the venomous spite should outwerdly seem to be

immature,
[ am waiting for that occasion ;

(That) 1 should meet Sheh Khatti with his son on a

cross-way
ed lion that jumps on and breaks the

Like an unexpect
of wild ram, T will act likewise ;

neck
d with the immersion of my

| will suck their bloo
moustaches,

Thereupon, my body will be cooled from the deadly
pneumonia ;

Only then T will be relieved from the pains of the

graceful (dead father),
Let the Chief (Chakar) be nol happy with me;
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Let him stop his bestowal of relational gifts,
g ‘-.II.au'Jnc-t bestow milky cows and graceful steeds ;

0. 1f the Rinds deny 10 be my kindred,
" E..'m-ﬁléﬁ l are my bretherns,
I 1 leave Sind. * India will find me soon ;

Bivragh's deeds exceeded all speech and was too famous
to livelong. Here is another poem which h_{: composed when
the old age stole on him and wore him out of act. .HE
describes his vouthful grace and grandity, the quir]-:ls- c:f' Joy
and pleasure of his juvenile time and compares it with the
drawbacks and demerits of his weak decaving crabbed ape,
the ill laver-up of charm, which playved more spoil upon his
face and form. Some hold that he left no heir begotten of his
body, but according to consensus of opinion he had male

issues, all of whom were cut off in the blossoms of their

youth. * The language of the poem that follows as such is
very simple but effective and emotional,

. The Dedais are 3 clan of the Het tribe. In 1472 A.D. the
migrated to Panjab

under their leader Malik Sehrab Khan,
'"d. the then Multan ruler, Shah Hysain Langahs, gave them big
lagir between fort Karur and lort Dhankot, besides the Derajat
territory. The Dodai family held this extensive Jagir throughout
the rr.rFF of the Mughal emperors of Delhl. (See *Maathir-i-
Rahimi®, by Abdul Bagial-Nahawandi, edited by Muhammad
Hidayat Husain, vol. I, PP. 178.79 : Seealie 'Sair-al-Mutakhirin,
by Syed Ghulam Huzain, Taba Tabai, P. 10,
The district of Kachhi and Sibi for the m or
remained under (he rulers of Sind. :}j Pt
of the fifteenth

, century Mir Chakar
territeries from 4 b

the Sammah ruler,
nown 23 Jam Nandah and h
Permanent pary

addresses thege P
3 See "Popular

its history
uring the last quarter
ind conquered these
lam Mizam-ud-Din, better

encelorth, th
ol Baluchistan, eie arcas became a

It is, therefore, that Bivra h
faces as Sind, e

Pottry ol the Balochis’, by Dames ;
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My name Is Bivragh, the chiel,
in my hand lies the entire property o

hades of Chikar's graces,
house i% sil pated :

{ Bihar |

[ embrace the cool s
On a cross-way my

Well-fed rams ever lie under the blade of knife,
Daily my Cooking utensils and stone griddles are o0 fires




4.

and

10,

11.

12.
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All these are ever ready for m
Thirty years (of my
magnificences ;

¥ BE'UCI’] Buests,

life) were spent ip manly

obstinately),
Afterward the watchmen of old age caught me -

Thirty years were dragped on despairingly, old age is
always at war with (man's) face, mouth, moustaches,
roundish curled beard, whtie teeth and fy) cup-like

eyes ;
Eyes lose sight of distant objects,
Thighs fail in struggles worthy of lion :

O, ye women, do not entreat in lullaby, thy sons to
experience old age :

Oldness represents nefarious traits,
The body remains perplexed and is disliked by all ;

Neither one has his previous form nor his speed (in
walking), 3
My hips tremble on the silvern saddle (while riding on

the horse) :

The hands tremble while holding the reins of coloured
leather,

e) s
Women address me as uncle (because of crabbed age)
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age like the cobust angry lion, bends bpth the

13. Soold
strong and the weak ;
gh seize mine body,

14, Leta mortal cou
magnificent figure ;

) submit Lo dust my (once)

(And

|5, Then m¥ brothers will take my dead body on their
broad shoulders,
Sisters (because of intense grief) will pluck their loose

hanging curly locks :

According to my destiny, they will give me a place

heneath the ground,
The ruby-like Rind women will assemble on an elevated

stony place ,

17.  Smite their hairy heads with stones,
Thereby, black blood will flow from their pates ;

16,

(Such painfull things will happen) with significance to my
dignified career in Baluch annals,
That (O,ye) Bivragh, the pearl-like chief ;

19. Thou have never aggrieved thyself,
(And) people soothed their souls from thine graces.

In one of his visits to Seistin, which then formed a
province of the Timurid ruler, Mirza Shah Husain of Herat,
Bivragh was imprisoned by the governor of the province,
pmhal‘:lly_. through some misunderstanding rather than
tﬂ_l:nmISSIﬂn or omission of any act. He remained in the
prison for few months. Often convulsed with a rage of grief,
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Bivragh would sing in the Premises of
hours of night, melodioug s0ngs 1o the
governor's  house was ad]

the prison in the late

pleasure of all. The

: ‘uccnt lo the prisop and his wife
would hear the songs Wwvariably, and she felt curious 1o k
now

the man. The fair lady was (o)g that the man came fr
Sibt (Baluchistan) and belongs 1o the Baluch family ;n;
noble stirps. One day. from the top of the palace she saw
Bivragh, who too had (he lortune

Lo see her, In the first
glance, both of them pledged their hears a5 prisoner (o
cach other, In due course of time, the Turkish lady
succeeded in pursuing her husband 1o release the Baluch

prisoner.  Brave on the field of battle, Bivragh was too
brave to battle on the field of love. He had spent the best
part of his life in the pursuit of noble dames, who animated
him to sing. Fettered in amorous chains, he braced the
nerves one day, and climbed the palace of the governor and
met the Turkish lady in surprise. For a couple of days he
remained in the palace and secretly enjoyed the princely
bed of the fair lady. In the meantime, his long absence
from his native place, heavily disturbed Chakar, for he knew
Bivragh joint by joint. Chakar thovght, that perhaps. some
misery or misfortune might have crossed Bivragh bccﬂus.c. of
his enterprising nature. He sent a group of trustworthy Rind
horsemen to Seistin. They reached the place, met I?ivmgh,
discoursed with him and in great rage of pain, beguiled hI:":
stating that a grave crisis has overwhelmed Chakar, Hﬂ:e;i:d
his presence at Sibi is indispensable. He hcsfr:'l and s
the discourse with serious concern. At last, bid fare®
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Seistiin with pre-eminent integrity and left the sweat company
of his beloved with a heart, less willing and less obedien in

this particular respect. He composed the following poem i,
memory of his romance at Seistan. The poem is free frop
florid and fustian style, but has all the simple ease of refined
conversation. Here we reproduce his famous Seistani poem
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I. (When) I would sing in Seistan, inside the fortified prison
of the Mughals,
(Then) I would writhe in anguish like speckled snakes;

9. She would gaze at me from the golden palace, with ber
golden band tied above her eyebrows ;

3. She would view with earnest attention, Bivragh, fro™
head to foot, as such her golden band would shin€ 100
high ;

(And she) would pray, that Bivragh, may this maJ
form be for ever with thee ;

Eﬁlil:
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12.

13,
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emninent  Mistress requested her guardians, her
The

distinguished father and hrothers ;

o is this man; imprisoned in thine prison, (that) in
Wwhno

he midnight he cries audibly .
The giver of liberty to women (the governor’s wife) said
that the new prisoner disturbs us at the time of our

gweet and sound sleep :

(She said) discharge the Baluch prisoner from the jail,
(Thus) my head got freedom from the imprisonment
sentenced by despots ;

[ went to the blacksmith belonging to the city,

Asked him to get ready immediately iron spikes having
Jong wooden handle, to be used as ladder ;

When 1 reached half way to the palace,
The guards of the beautiful mistress caught me ;

They gave me too much trouble and struggling alone,
I got too tired ;

I took out some gold coins (from my pocket),
Gave it to the guards of the beautiful mistress ;

I gave it with a happy heart.
They (the guards) took it with a heavy heart ;

When 1 climbed (o the topmost room of the palace,
L tried to enter through the narrow window ;
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15.

16.
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17.

18

19.

20.

21

22.
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room) 1 placed my fool on one of

(To enter inside the
it a lion-like push ;

the legs of the cot and gave

The ruby-like (beloved) startled like wild deer, rose up

like the threatened bustard ;

The beloved having chain-like tangled locks, (awoke from
sleep) and proveked to frenzy, left suddenly in full fig,
the cot with its red cushion, (and) began to tremble in
great fear as she was alarmed by my presence ;

Who art thou, O graceful youth ?

How fate had brought thee here ?

g are constant in their watch,

My father’s guard
us head and hang

Be careful, lest they sever thy imperio

it on the gate of Herat ;

Perhaps thy ribs are eager to face the edges of swords,

or the white knives of the Mughals ;

In reply 1 said to the possessor of thousand

blandishments,
That I boast of having broad-shouldered brethern,

Who can sever my imperious head ?

[ have greased thine guards with coins amounting 1o
three or four gold coins ;

[ am that Bivragh, the man of word, who promised 10

thee under the walls of the palace, (and) thou arl the
same shamer of moon, who sent me compliments ;
¥
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24.  She called forth a gaudy maid servant
Who kindled a candle emitling strong ligh -

25. Thesouls of both were thirsty for each other,
She came near and imprinted a kiss On my white shaw-

26.  The two ardent hearts soothed each other,
We enjoyed till the late hours of the night ;

27. Early in the morning she began to move slowly,
Slowly moves her hand bedecked with bangles ;

28.  (She said) wake up Bivragh, day has dawned,
Ireplied to the possessor of thousand blandishments :

29,  (That) this has been the wont of my distinguished father,
to spend seven nights with the hearty friends,

(I will too act accordingly), for to go back childishly, is
an insult to me :

30 The Rinds beguiled me by stating that a grave crisis has
besieged Chakar, (and thus) I came down from the top
story of the palace, (and left the place).

Mir Snahdid, the eldest son of the great chief, Mir Chakar
Rind, was an illustrious prince, highly extolled for his
prudence, piety and poetry. He first married

Shahdad a Rind woman, Murgo. A few years later,
and he stuck his choice upon his cousin, the
Mahnaz daughter of the distinguished Mirhin,
Mahniz, who was a gentlewoman of a most

chaste renown, a virtuous soul that ever nature had praise
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for creating. Shihdad lovad and liked his second wife with
very much content and consideration.  Her charms ang
chastity of and on offended Murgo, who ever felt Jealous of
her as is the case with all flesh and blood. Jealousy is an
atrocity begot upon itsell, born on itself. To content her
venom, she wilfully designed lo pour mosi egregious indignity
on Mahniz. Shihdad possessed enormous flocks of sheep
shepherded by ‘Umar, an ugly wretched man, most disdained
of fortune, fool writhed shrimp and a very camel of a man.
One night when the entire family was in deep sleep, Murgo
secretly got up, wore Mihnaz's sandals and went directly to
the tent of ‘Umar and returned immediately. Early in the
morning when Shihdad awakened, she told him that in the
dark of night Mahnaz slipped away to ‘Umar’s fent whence
the latter must have fleshed his will in the spoil of her
honour. She authenticated her report by tracing the sandal
prints of Mihniz. Shihdid was a wise man who had in
nature’s secret more philosophy, but as is usual in the
common course of all misunderstanding, he less cared to
make assurance, double sure. Time and place proved
coherent with this black lie and dreadful ceceit. Like a
common and an outward man, he believed it true and started
to prove too cold a companion and husband to Mahnaz.
One day, cold and stern, he said his mind lo her. Mihniz
reckoned this blot at her life’s rate. She pleaded by her
blood, faith and honour, the whole story to be as false as

water. Morcover, boldly told her husband that her honour

and chastity, the jewel of her blood, bequeathed from noblz




187

. were the most rarest obloquy in the world in her
ﬂﬂi:'ﬂmrqfsnLul the mischief prevailed before her perfect honour
g 4 all her weighty reasons and plavsible words,

4 chastity an _

pis mind and heart 10 grow thErE. and tf{ bear
wruth, She felt since Shahdad lacks justice, she will lose
o husband. Shihdad ceased to bed her and at length,
divorced her. To burn her husband's soul and spirit, t0
unsoothe her pains and to keep her constancy in plight and
youth, surviving beauty’s outward, she married the shepherd
with whom she was defamed and thus fell to the fate of a
nefarious man a wife, wiser, fairer, truer than ever Baluch
did compass in his arms. Shahdad thus lost a jewel of her,
a wife whose beauty did amaze the wide view of highly
seasoned eyes ; whose words and works enthralled all ears
and hearts. Till his last breath, Shahdad would repent of
his folly and misfortune for shaking off so good a wife and

so sweet a lady, the herb of grace and gravity. Shahdad was
a poet of repute and fortunately, we find Mahnaz too gifted
with the same quality ~ She was a poetess of high mark and
[Perhaps, in Baluchi annals, she stands peerless among the
emale poets of the entire race. Consistency in her thought
and expression, use of simple and sweet words gives an
uncommon fascination to her style. Both Shahdad and

M - .
mﬁ':nnz af_ ter _separatmn exchanged sarcastic poems to each
r. Shihdad sent the following poem to her :

Bpe oSl Wy Sl S
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I. Mahnaz, thou art the mistress of Rinds,

Love to thee, the cool water for my thirsty heart ;

2. The sweet, limpid rain water between the broken em-
bankment of the inclosed field,

Mumerous are the Rind cavalry ;

3. Notwithstanding that, thine head became the possession
of lame ‘Umar,

*Umar is just like a hvena of gorges ;

The tenants frighten him to keep off the cultivated fields.
His belly resembles a saddle bag designed for stallions ;
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11.

12.
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His head is similar to a well pared earthen pot of Depi
Suitable for cooking dry whey ; :

The hands are similar to a wooden spoon used for

preparing porridge,
A haggish face with long prickly moustaches ;

orning herds with the flock of goats,

Every m
back lifting sucking kids in his

Every evening COmMES
cotton scarf ;

After taking off sandals, from his lame leg, O, Mahnaz,
he hangs it on the forepost of thine hut,

(Then) enter the tent crawling, extending his haods
towards thine graceful body, undress thine perfumed
locks, unfasten the straps of thine embroidered shirt

with his hands ugly like the claws of newl ;
When at a distance a kid bleals, this coward gets
himsell deprived of thine embrace (for he will run soon
to see what happencd to the kid) ;

(Thus suddenly) leaves the head of the flowery one on
the hard ground, whereby it strikes against the stony
shelf in the hut, consequently, black blood will start to

flow from the parting line of the hair ;
In reply to Shihdad, She versed the following poem :

25 ol 05kl oS e g3
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O minstrel, keep in thy world-surveying mind, the verses
composed womanly by me :

Go to the mighty Shihdid, the careless and imperious
son of Chaikar ;
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and
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Shihdid, my pearl-like Cousin, thou git ay esl 1o guarg

against the ravens ang dispose

fowls ; Chide and appease the

Thou have come Lo nothing regarding other activities

and professions, but 1o sit gnd wilch the womanking -
L}

All this has happened through the deal Murgo,

Do not depreciale the pear-like ‘Umar,

*‘Umar is just like a strong male came] amidst the herg
af Camﬂisi

Yesterday and day before yesterday, afier strolling on
the heights, cume back to his house ;

He sepurated Mahngz amidst the youthfy girls and say
on her yellow thigh, got incentive from  her fully
developed breast, relaxed his faligue by embracing her

slender waspish waist, took pleasure from the leaf-like
delicate lips and mouth -

Thou wert coming back from a hunting

excursion,
alongwith roasted mutton of wild sheep ;

[too with my friends and companions came and sat on
thy highway ;

(As a sign of respect and submission) | placed my one
hand on thy royal foot covered with stocking, with the
other hand held thy siced's reins of coloured leather.

I implored that if any sin had been cnmmitt? I:r}r me
(then) forgive me this time, © Mir of the Baluchis ;
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16.

17.

18

19.

20.

21.
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me) for the sake of the peace of thy kingly

{ Forgive

bt d|53ppﬁlrﬂd from persons of great

Forgiveness has

rr_-pulatjnﬂ :

Mainly from the K zhiris who ever bestowed steeds,

Fargiveness well suited to former persons,
[t was beneficial to persons of meagre means and slaves,

Thou did not esteem me o he a gentle being, a grown

up child of kingly strain |

(But) shoved me so mercilessly that I fell back on the

hips of my white body ;
(Because of pain and shock) my leaf-like thin lips turned

white and dry,
(Thou) unfastened three dinars from the corner of the

turban (i.e. divorced me) ;

(Thou) divorced me with a happy heart,
I accepted it with a gloomy heart ;

I took it (the dinars) and fastened it with the corner of
my head scarf, so that it may be lost at the time of my
female peacock-like graceful strolls ;

When thou will come and demand financial help,
The Rinds will present thee weak goats ;

My house is full with craddles containing male childrep
and necklaces for daughters ;
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3. | will bestow thee the tiny Notak,

(and) Binart with her long, black hair ribbons: 1 will
bestow but let ‘Umar agree too ;

24, The southern wind when liercely blows, it shakes the
top of the good or bad trees

25, lam a fig tree with broad leafs, that grew within deep
ravines ;

26. MNever any wind did shake my head, nor any rain
moistened my roots (i.e, no wordly [ust
influenced mey :

has ever

27, Only for the sake of honourable *Umar, | have dressed
mortal flesh with embroidered clothes, my body either
my grave shall see or it is for ‘Umar to undress me or
my mother to unbutton it in case I am ill of quartan
tvre of fever,

The founder of the Mughal empire in India, Bibur,
breathed his last on December 26, 15301 His son, Humiyan,
ascended the throne with full vanity and vantage, He was g
brave and courteous ruler, but was too ready 1o indulge in
opium and enjoy prolonged intervals of case and luxury.
Thus slowly but steadily. he nourished degenaration and
disobedience and fed the ruin of the state. The Afghans
under their indomitable leader, Sher Shih, revolied against
Humayan, Op May 17, 1540, the two hostile armies met at

L. *'The Cambridge shorter history of India™, by J. Allan, M A, etc:
edited by H.H, Dedwe'l, P, 179,
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fpom  Ganges. opposile ol Kanauj. Shey
¢ foree and forceless care, Bastard
urage, the Mughal army, gave the
ess ol the superior Afghan forces,
-yre the dictate of a cruel destiny
own for himsell.  For more
Je life of a fugitive in Persia,
ration was all the policy,
J make against the Afghan

At length he coturned from Persia to recover his
He combed [orces [rom Alghanistan, Panjib
Ik of the Baluchis under their renown
Rind then flooded (he territories near
Multan and the Derdjit. The
assisted the vanquished
ind material  under

short distance
ghih fough! wilh @ careles
in mind and hastard in €0
ficld to the power and prow
Humayin miserably fell bel
and Sher Shiih compassed the cr
than a decade. Humiyin lived il
and during (his long period, despe
strength and defence that he coul

usurper.
lost throne.
and Sind, The bu
Chief Mir Chakar
present gahiwal, Sargoda,
Baluchis of Panjab, as weare told,

with 1mmensc men
r Shihdad son of Mir Chakar. Mir

which he describes the help

hed valour shown by his
ainst the then Sari

emperor
their Commander Mi

Shihdad composed a poem in
Humiyan and the unmalc
memorable battle fought ag

sovereign in 1555 A.D. The Baluchis according (0 the
tradition lost between seven lo ten thousand crack fighters,
The poem is simple in diction but very emphatic and

given L0
men in the

interesting :
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In the castled town of Sibi and near the banks of the
Miilla springs,

(We) lived a peaceful life for thirty three years ;

This time Langih's, ! the wielder of double edged sword
the prosperous Nahar? and Kungs? and Dodais 4
prepared for war ;

I whetted my greenish sword, sheathed it within the
scabbard which was covered with brocade and satin

of Herit ;

(On this occasion) 1 will put to hazard my fortune,
either I will lose my sole head, will sacrifice youthful
friends, (and) the entire Rinds with their fine steeds, or
shall capture the castled throne of Delhi;

With one accord, all the chiefs exclaimed Amen !
May thou, Chikar and Shihdad, live long;

The Langahs during the Lodi rulers of India, carved out a small
kingdom with Multan as ehelr Capital. Tod connects the

hangah tribe with the Solanki Rajputs The tribe i3 now
scattered over the Bahawalpur territory.

The Nahar too belong to the Rajput bload. They are now settled
in Bahawalpur, Derajat and in upper Sind.

The Kungs belong te Jat blood.

dals
The Dodai Baluch are a clan of the Hot tribe. The Do
:Inn,ng:h ; number of the Hot tribe left their Dllid ;Tup:t?d ::;
Kech (Makuran) about 874 A.H. (A.D. |459), and emIg
upper 5ind and Multan.
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11.

12.

13.

14,
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May thou live in peace and safety,
For both thou arl esteemed as  golden pillars to the

Baluchis, the suppor! and future hope of the indigents ;

(Likewise) the elephant like robust, *Ali, rejoined, (and)
from among the Phuzh, Jiro, the hot-mouthed, agreed

to the proposal for expedition ;

Bivragh (Bibark) joined the assembly like a lofty
mouniain and said, O chief. may God protect thy head,
Against the indignanl Turks of Delli, we will jump
impatiently into the fire of fight as moths voluntarily

jump nto the flames of fire ;

Yesterday Mir Mundaw ! sard (1o me) that Chakar has

turned mad or wisdom has left lum alone ;

Prudence might have slipped away from his man-devour-

ing head,
Already he cavsed the death of the fine, flowery dressed

Mirhan ;

(Now) at the head of forty thousand Rinds, he wants v
fight against an army numbering nine lakhs

However by the Command of God, the army was ordered
to march against the indignant Turks of Delhi ;

He was a Rind nob .
Mandawani. le and his descendants sre known todsy !
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15, Humiyin reached the scene of encounter in flocks of
lﬂkhsi

The entire field was screened by the shade of spears and
big red turbans;

16. {Because) of the immensity of the army, there was not
a vacant place to place the foot, wild deers were caught

alive amidst the army, (and) flying birds sat on the
handle of the spears to take rest ;

17. When the sun rose high from its golden zodiac,

The noise of the musket resounded in the field :

18. Musket balls hit the saddles and saddle-girths of the
horses,

The young fighters were hued red with blood like the
red cloth ;

19. The trenchant Egyptian swords clashed aguinst each
other, the piercing Rind arrows flew everyside ;

20, The huge turbans of the Baluchis or the helmets of the
Pathins sustained the shots and strokes of gwaords and
ATTOWS °

. o  vigdonnt
21.  Hardly afier a short time, | saw with my Wi v
eyes,
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27.

28.
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[ the Mir's {('Il;’ukur'ﬁ} [prees deserteqd

qeclign ©
I pegan 1O retreal ;

the h»:lt[lclh;ldi
ven passed beyond the Mir's

The poast Ml Mirilis
r cavalry €

The dust of thei
g hard ;

flag, tll:lg-s:;arriu:r‘,u _ )
The h]uu‘h!nud Turks ol [Delhi WEre pressin
(And) Rinds with their bools ©f repewed the attack,

- dam Bﬁnﬂri,’ the daughter of

hen that) Ma
hed the sword ;

d the sword
f (the Mughals.

ht from Uch 3 broke into

(It was 1
Shaihak, ansheat

She vehemzntly wielde
locks and iurbans ©

high above the

iangled

(As such) her bracelet broug

pleces,
(Ac;c{:rr:.lingly}
around her;

the robust Rinds sacrificially clustered

onal Baluch honour and decorum,

To keep up the traditi
m his steed ;

the pearl-like Peroz Shih * dismounted fro
he foul relishing Turks

[ bzheld with my cup- like cyes,

of Delhi dispersed pell-mell :
e fifteenth

The Buledl tribe was addressed as Miralis by th
{ the Rinds:

century Rinds. They formed the numerous section O

She was the renown sister of Amir Chakar.
A name of town in Bahawalpur territory.

learning In Medie

. v

its salnts and ::-:I:—t:-!:rl'sl.:Imﬂ:L and the place was €09 fare
che

He wasa d
He wasa distinguished chief of Phuzh, the father of Bijars
ljarani section of the pﬂ;unl Marri tribe.

It was a seit of
ous fof
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32.

33,

34,

35,

36.

{Whiley we lost ten

Allan ! hus ever been the

209

In our attack resembling
thirty thousand mep of
under a millstone,

that of 4 lion, {we

) smashed
the enemy, as if,

they were pyy

thousand ag stake ,

Commg
ighteen s0ns) he
brought with him (he remain;

nder of the
left nine deag
NE nine ;

Vanguarg,
(Out of my ¢

on the figld,

The surviving sons ATE enough to meet e
tribal feuds,

vigour of
Our hearty Allan is with us ;

We surrounded the wealth

abounding fory of Delhi,
Gave 10 plunder the gratif

ying city of Delhi ;
(Also) plundered the residence of persons possessing
rire steeds,

The hearts of the cowards trembled through fear :

We Lok complete rest for one day and night,
So that the brave fighters and the bay coloured steeds

recover from the fatigue of war, (and) protuberance of
the hoofs of the steeds subside ¢

In the bazar of Mindari, 1 100 enjoyed the cups of wine
With my grand sons:

The forces rom Sind had brought with them 1?‘“5" f““‘
faced wives, born and bred within towering edifices ;

of Amir
He was the younger brother of Mir Shah Dad. the son
Chakar,

His real name was Allah Dad, but through love was
addressed ag Allan,
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38,

39.

40,

41,
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They kept on weeping and sighipg bitterly jp
midnight at the death of their worthy husbandg - the

I saddled my hi?,l:k Etﬂﬂd,_ 'ﬂ.l:'dﬂl‘ﬁd my fﬂfﬂ?ﬁ u" get read
girdled my princely sword and arruivs; h

Early in the morning, | mounted on the specig breed of
horse, (and) trotted on the hearts of the enemieg ;. |

Why should I bother myself as I neeg the help of none
At some later time, the enemy might avail of an W‘-‘&Ein;-_.
for vengeance ;

((And) thereby muster a huge and pompous army 1o
tread my kingly palaces,

Mir fAli Phuzh Rind was the brother of Mir Bihar,

the father of Bivragh, the grand, a hero that Baluchistan and

Baluch race should dote on. Mir “Ali had

Harin three sons, Hasan Maulianagh, Hirin and
Phuzh Muhammad. A man of strong-knit limbs,
Rind a brave soldier who never couched his

sword, Hasan Mauldnagh, wore his eyes,

arms and tongue in his arms, would grow friend with danger
and exposed himself to hazards as infinite as imminent. He
never knew discipline, but his own blood was his tutor till
his death. He had the whole theoric and practice of war in
the chape of his sword. Sincere to his blood and salt, he
wore his life to spend upon Chikar's abhorers, the 1 asharis.
He was better known as the goddess of war of Rind nobility,
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s he had been in the wars sinee
over and above, there was no more clemen
there is milk in a lion, Sheh Mubirak
- exaggeration his son  Sheh Murid,

Maulanagh und his cousin
as such :

he cpuld draw 5 sword and

CY In him than
while extolling with

00 eulogized Hasan
Bivragh, the grand, in his verses
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Hasan Maulanagh among the Rinds,
Qaweel the hot-brained among Jats ;

Bivragh among the house of Eﬁhar,- .
(and) Nodhbandagh among the Nihani
tribe are all famous ;

Yet all they even cannot stand equal to Murid,
they all stand second to Murid,
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Harin, created with a stiff outside, with an aspect of j irop,

was a memorable memento of predeceased valour, Ti:¢

younger brother, Muhammad, sober and serene and as good
as promise, spoke frankly as the wind. Infact, the enlire
family of Mir ‘Ali and Mir Bahar Phuzh (the ancesigp
of the Gishkauri tribe) added glorious deeds in the calenda,
of the Rinds past efforts. Proud of their numbers and secyre
in soul and spirit, the rival tribes of Rind and Lashar, fought
against each other like devils and their wars consumed the
cream of their blood within three decades. Hasan Maulanagh
loved i beautiful women, love's imperceptible soul, named
Shalli. One of the Lashari nobles wanted to woo and win
her by his full means and fair manners, but she remained
firm to Maulanagh and never corrupted her well-derived
nature with his inducement and did not drop her heart into
the sink of fear or favour. Hasan Maulanagh came tp know
of the mischief and at length_ in a conflict against his Lushari
rival, he and his younger brother, Muhammad were slain,

The last words that Maulinagh bequeathed to his surviving

brother, Harin, was that ‘when I am dead and gone, remember

to avenge me on the Lasharis.” Shalli immediately sent

message to Harin about the murder of her lover and for

days, she never ate and eke. Moreover, the sick and sullen

lady too messaged that her lot, hereallter, 15 to ping in pain
and patience, egging him, to unsheathe his sword soon 10 fall

on the sworn enemy. When Hirin heard this awful tiding,
his very hairs stood prepared for feud. The strong arm of
his own body, Maulinagh, now cut for ever, and though left
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o he steeled his heart, spirited his courage. roused his
31.3.;&_}“ 1 1;-.5 and determined to win his vengeance, with
"ﬂummg-w:i and fire.  Death of one person ean be paid but
h'Inﬂd-:""Im; g Peenzind aved fantastic exceution of his
ﬂ“m'd :L“ﬂmum: and had discharged it by murdering one
;T;fdred ]:;'ﬂ-.i'lﬁﬁ:i. counting ten for Muul:'fnlagh‘s. sword, ten
for his steed, ten for has pouch for ammunition, ten for his
spear, ten for voung Muhamm:lfl and fifiy Irnrl his blood.
After taking such a heavy woll of life. he, o fulfil his rage and
revenge, still continued his attack on the foe. Always before
him he carried din and destruction and behind him he lefi

tears and terror.  His own tribesmen petitioned him 1o hold
his slaughtering hands  and keep the peace,

but all arguments
seemed a whore to him. Some of

his  nearest relations

but this suggestion fell as
death to him.  No legacy is so sich as honesty. He refused

point-hlank and avowed | binding 100 his postenity, not 1o
marry & widow of g brother

suggested  Hirin W marry Shally

Henceforth  his

VW,
nearly fine centuries had fnished s course and the Gishkauri
tribe, the only progeny  of the proud seed of Hasan
Maulinagh,

Hirin and Biveagh, 1he prand, adhere 10 the
ubove vow, hereunto, dmong the entire Baluch people and
er's widow,

him, the redoubted Harin, died

do not marry a brog When he had years upon

matural death in the midd)e

of the sizteenth century and was emtombed on a hilloek, near

and north of the Presemt vill

age of the Gishkauri tnibe in Sibi
Tehsil, Hirin pave ven 1o his severe griel and grudpe in a
long roem,  filled with sweet smoke of rhetoric.  The
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lyting 1o blood-revende depict all that is best ang

khc Baluch world, on the one hand his courage
nis scorn of death and preservation of
and pathetic affection to the dead apg
nd blood and on the other hang
headless fury in hunting down the
his other poems. if any are
feuds are not s0 importan|

poem re
qdmired M 1
and qualification.
honour, his regard
living of his own flesh a
his relentless temper and
foes. Besides this only poent,

nol extant, Rilich's exploils and S ¢
as that of Harin against the Lasharis. Few beginning

verses of the poem composed bY Bilich has unreservedly

touched the sentimental of rather patriotic nerve of the later
and has lent much publicity and appreciation 1o

generations
the Gorgezh hero, otherwise, he stands no comparison to the

fury and fire, courage and constancy of Harin who unsheathed
his sword against the formidable tribe, the Lisharis® headed

by Gowahram, while Balich staged his vengeance against
few scattered families of the already distracted Buledi tribe,

We reproduce here in the first place the heari-breaking
verses which Shalli composed and later on, sent 1t to Hirin
after the murder of Hasan Maulanagh, the prince of
chivalry. The verses breathe the true pathos and passions
of a true beloved.
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ds, take away my message With [ragram ol
ommingled with tiny drops of rain {ﬂnd;
to Harin and his sword ;

() clou

pl{m:ﬂ is C
convey them

What happened 10 thee, that thou have become jpey,

y 1o eal and sleep ;

(Have thou lost thy entity) like the clod of earth, whicy
hecomes soft when put in water, nowhere is heard, (b,
nd of thy shining sword ;

onl

striking sou
To give battle, is no part of 8 woman,
Had women possessed the disposition to fight ;

(Then) Shalli would have girded the pouch for

ammunition,
Would have taken a broad bladed sword,

(And) killed a man for each finger (of Hasan
Maulinagh) ;

(But alas) I could do no more than this, that 1 turned
my white wedding hut into a platform for mOuUrning ;
have dyed black my red shirt, (and by beating) my
paper-like smooth and white face, besmeared it with
blood,

After receiving the versed message from Shalli, Harin begot
new courage in his breast, notwithstanding, that his vows
were equal partners with her vows, He, too promised that
his I::n:sast he will burst with utmost straining n;" hils. courage and
capacity. He composed (he following poem in reply 10
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e poem is marked with affectation of elegence and
shall Tt ; language, but free from bombastic style. This
mﬁnnms? Harin in the domain of epical poetry, is taken as
S:Z“;r the most popular and most widely quoted poems in
e Baluchi world.
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1. Shalli sent me the message ,

I have received the message with sweat and fragrant
compliments :
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Give me patient hearing, (thou) a daughter of Myp,..
1 selected fifty one youths of like qualities, {anﬁ}“hem,;
them 1o find the whereabouts of Hasan, but Has ﬂrdelrcd
will never come (and join us again) ; n Ring

Close to the distant pass over Lak hill's crest, i,
enemies communicated to me the news of the m“.'dﬂ
of Maulanagh, may it happen, that such mortal news
fell Lo their own late ;

O clouds, take away my message with fragranl com-
pliments combined with tiny drops of rain, (and)

convey it to madam Shalli ;
Communicate to her, that thou and I art like sister and
brother ;

Now hear the good news and forget the mourning of
Maulinagh,

Get sewn a red shirt,
fine needle-work ;

embroidered to the borders with

1 personally blocked the mouth of the couloir, challenged
ope hundred men (of the enemy), (and) put 10 the
sword all of them like the reaping of the stalk of

millet ;

The Maheri tribe belongs to the Baluch bloed and are sﬂttffr'd
in the Kachhi district. They cwe big herds of camel and @
The tribe Is akin to the Arnz tribe al Mahri.
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to
12.

IEI

14.

15,

16.
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Thus Computing ten for (Maulanagh’s steed) named
Mahlav, ten for his bloodthirsty sword_ten for his long
and pointed spear, ten for his embroidered pouch for
ammunition, ten for the young MUI'IEIH'.III'IH:L {Hnd] ﬁﬂ},
for his (Maulanagh’s) sole head ; peace, yet nowise, can

be patched up with the enemy, even though, they may
fly to Masqat (beyond the sea);

The clouds of war have newly risen on the horizon,

The misfortunes have started their flash for more (bloody
fights) ;

Let the hot days of September pass on.

The thin and sturdy bay coloured steeds be able 1o bear
the saddle ;

(Only) those who remember not Maulinagh, may
reconcile with the enemy ;

Maulinagh's Turk-like! (long and thick) moustaches,
| recollect always in my slumbers,

Modhbandagh's father married a Rind woman and thus

compounded this son, half Rind, half Lashéri. She nursed

I

The Baluchis In general are very fond of keeping long moust-
aches, curly beardsand tangled locks, For centuries, the
Baluchis lived side by side with the Turkomen tribes in
Khurasan, eistan and Herat. The Turkomen were famed for
keeping long moustaches and therefore, the classical Ealuch

ts have taken Turk-llke moustaches as model for manly
sauLY,
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and nurtured her son in the best mg
MNodhbandagh of Baluch tact and tradition. She w;:’:;r
as we are informed, often caution e
youthful son to be true to her milk
g the great Baluch chief, Chikar, whenever ﬂemﬂ!nd:dr

Lasaarct

assistin
by time. A noble of plain and uncoined constancy, Nodh.
bandagh, the best feather of Gowahran’s wing, possessed (he

noblest mind thal ever ruled man. He proved his mother's
advice to the hilt, when he saved Chakar in the battle of
Nali, where the latter's famous mare sSangwath’ received
severe wounds and the great chief stood aghast and stone-
still in one corner of the battle-field. Nodhbandagh came to
offered his mare named Phul’, to escape and save
elf from the fateful field. Later on, the Lashar chief,
Gowahram, often rebuked Nodhbandagh 10 have saved
Chakar's life, but his answer would be thal he will never
break his pledge, pledged to his most reverened mother, to
protect those near and dear 1O her. The Baluch ideal of
hospitality and generosity 1s personified in Modhbandagh.
Infact, he is the Hatim ! of Baluch history. When he grew
up he was accustomed 1o cake out his food, and if he found

he would cat, otherwise he put it
Such wert

wn in

him,
hims

some one to share it
somewhere to be ealen away by birds or beasts.
erosity that he was kno

the tales of his extravagant gen
Baluch annals as Zarzawal ‘gold of coin-scatterer - The

. Hatim‘nl-'ﬁ'l (T ca. A.D. 605) is deemed to oul time 2% ity
personification of the Bedouin ideal of generosity and h Elﬂd'gn
See ibn-Qutaybah, al-Shi'r W-al-Shu'ara, ed. de Goeje (L&/°"

1904), P. 124.
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ninteenth century sainted-poet Mast Tauq sAJ: €xtols him as
the paragon of generosity, The god of gold appeared before

him nothing but his servant, and coins were ¢ pebbles

dropped
from his pocket. It was PP

his wont to take on his mare g
pair of saddle-bags filled with money ang after making a

hole in the botlom of the bags, rode in the streets of Diidhar
until the bags were empty and thus fed, a host of orphans
and indigents who dogged his track. Once Amir Chikar
sent a professional minstrel, telling him to demand from
Nodhbandagh everything he had in his possession. The minstre
did so, and Nodhbandagh asked him to lend him his upper
garment (Phushti), which the minstrel gave. Nodhbandagh
divided the piece of cloth into two parts, with one of which
he clothed himself and with the other his wife : and bestowed
the minstrel all his clothes and everything in the house,
leaving it completely bare.® He was o mine of bounty and
it seemed that he could deal kingdoms to his fellows, friends
and foes. Besides his proverbial generosity, he never divided
his lips in misery or misfortune. Calm, mild and tractable,
his pleasure and peace, power and pains were servented to
others. A model of mankind, he possessed such a wvein of
mercy in him that even under the blade and shade of his
fair sword, he bade the enemy to rise and live. We have in
our possession one long poem composed by this good old
chronicle, that so long benevolently walked hand in h‘f‘"d
with fortune and time. In this poem, Nodhbandagh mainly

l.  See ‘Popular poetry of the Baloches', by Dames.
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describes his personal traits of generosity, Dfﬂcﬂrding all
Baluch conventional themes, i.e. War, bravery ang blood.
feud, he appealed in his poem for the first time in the history
ol classical Baluch literature that instead c:l‘wielding sword
in hand, man can be an ideal man with the dint of his
generous heart and hand. The simplicity and ease of his style
can be fairly admired, he, however, proved for hisg conlem.
poraries that it was possible to use perfectly plain and
common language without ceasing to be a poet.
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Companions, O my Companions,
Companions (and) animated brethren ;

The slanderers have spoken a word dbout me,
They have placed a false charge on my sole head ;

| see apparently and openly that the indigent persons
are being oppressed ;

All faces grow beard,
(But) the coward keeps his heard hanging below
carelessly :

The charmless man acts before his beloved (conducls

himsell before a woman) as chickens move confusedly
round their mother :
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He sits near his beloved, weeps and sighs in deep faith ;

1 always keep association with generous people,

(And) am engaged in constant confijct against the
MISers ;

They quarrel with me and unreasonably twist

their
mouths (as a sign of hatred) ;

(Saying) that Nodhbandagh wil]
property,
Phul * will not bring forth delivery at the proper time ;

be destitute of

(Even) after full six months, will not deliver alive colt ;

The bitter enemies are fools,
They do not feel tired of taunts .

Had T employed the sheep and their skins for sale,
(Then) T would have gained immen

gathered through booty and would h
the infidels ;

se wealth, as if,
ave horded it like

I possessed immenge lawful property,

(I) had seven to eight hundred herd of cattle, besides
innumerable herd of camels :

I never submitted

my wealth to gambling with coloured
knuckle=hunes .

The name of Nﬂdhhandagh': famous horse



15.

16,

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.
and
22,

23.
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(Neither) the cheats did succeed to rob away .
}u

wealth,
(Nor) my wealth succumbed to the venom of invadi,
8

armies ;

I spent my wealth for the sake of God, gave it {0 the
faithfuls and the learned people ;

[ would serve food in wild wildernesses to the Clirers
of souls (the saints) who would swallow it early in the
morning ;

The Ghazis ! would come to me with happiness,
(And) would speak my name with heart of hearts ;

I ever deemed it of no value, while giving in charity
costly sheets, bed covers, gowns and bullet pouches;

The wide-wounding swords made of Egyptian steel
(Misri),  were reserved for Ghazis ;
The speekled sheets costing three hundred silver coins,

only used for one night, were bestowed in the next
morning to the needy persons and reciting minstrels;

Primarily charity is suitable for virtuous persons,
I am contented that I always extend my help (to such

persons) ;

Usually all the persons who took part in the holy wars were
addressed as 'Ghazis’, but generally-anyone fighting for the
right cause is called a Ghazi.

In the classical era thef Lashari
was famed and named a.'.l 'I"lai:ll‘?'l." sword of Nodhbander)
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Pray that such solicitant should not come to me, and
r

demand my soft under coverlet alongwith my wife,
5 for wife is not a thing to be given in charity :

| promise solemnly like ‘Umar, that I will never hold
from giving everything in charity, for I am

not a man
to be prevented from bestowment .

I hold up in my right fist everything that comes from
- God, from his infinite and f aultless bounty :

B, 1 will put all the cattle on the edge of

my knife,
(And) will distribute the beef with pe

ace and pleasure ;

89, Twill not leave behind anything
10 1o save my grand brothers an

annoyvance and fighting amon
ancestral

after my death, so as
d superior cousins from

£ themselves to collect

possession  and properly  at the cost of
Nodhbandagh’s property :

He belonged to the whip of Rin

: d's exalted progeny, g
" Cousin-germanp tq great Chakar's geeqd. When he protested
man entered age. ang arrived to pith and
Mirhay, puissance, he Proved a monster of multitude,
Rind Among the conlemporary tidy gallants, full

of spirit and of state, he, g master at

S 4 mark, hardly to be challenped,
- POMetimes glopy Brows gy

¥ of abominable faults, but his
B Umar,

the chiaf of the Bulfati tribe
VoW pledged to his wife, Bibs )

who accomplished his
Fi,
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taints and graces carried on equal with him. He Performeg
many things, some less, some more, but with all hjg Meriys
and demerits, he cndcavoured deeds and affected fine
strains of honour in Baluch history. Possessing hoih POwer
and person, displayed ever a mounting mind, by Onee
worried, he seldom reined o temperance Frank apg free,
his heart was his mouth, what his breast shaped that p;
tongue must harp. Valour and pride excelled themselves jj
his proud person and none could dare tostand in the pride ang
salt scorn of his piercing eyes. He measured no man strong,
wise. noble and valiant than himself. To the great chief,
chak'ar. he was a friend, a companion and a captain in the
front of war, but once when the former asked him to pay

the share of the ‘Bhang’ crop of Didhar, his pride and hot
anger forced him to reply :

SLIE C—o-ll:‘-" E gt Al
sk Ipe S de Sk

“We crave for the possession over Sibj,
While chiakar is eager to demand the share of Bhang",

The succeeding poets eulogized Mirhin as the mirror of
all Rind martial men and the undoubted hope of the fifteenth
century Baluchistan, The eminent poet Muhammad Khan
of the Gishkauri tribe, attributes to the death of Mirhan in
the battle of Nali as the cause of the fall of Rind hegemony
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“The country was lost at the time when
Mirhin the generous, was killed”,

Time, a huge monster of ingratitudes, has not yet succeeded
.’:in putting his name to oblivion in Baluch annals,

When valour preys on reason, it eats the sword, In the
battle of Nali, he led the Rind army to the field like a fury
- crowned with snakes, butthe rancour of voracious and
devouring time extinguished his fire of life, and was killed in
the battle, we are told that Mirhan in the prime of youth,
plighted love and faith to a Jat, woman, named Bibri, The
only evidence that we can produce about his inclination
towards literary pursuits or devotion to poetry, is the only
poem at our disposal, which is dedicated to Bibri’s love,
Besides this poem, we have no other proof whether Mirhin
enjoyed a high reputation amongst conlemporary poets or
not.  His subtle aroma of genious liked best the use of arms,

As such, Mirhin, the sWordsman, cclipsed Mirhin, the
Poet.  We reproduce the proem as follows -

‘-{:"E“f oS &S
Lﬁl"';'“;'l-“ S =y PN

l. The amel breeders were mainly addressed as Jat.
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O pigeon, thou art lovely among the birds like the

female peacock,

Take with thee t
that of the hot-headed chevaliers ;

he secrets of the secret friends, especially

n bird, start thy journey after sunset,

Thou gree
ering the house of the

Take rest over the valley bord

flower-like beloved ;

Go to the distant helmets, where resides my beloved

with her family ;

Her house houses three parrols (ladies),
All are alike beautiful like the flowered pearls ;

Then hold her right hand,
She will inquire from thee, the secrets of thine heart;
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(She will ask thee) O pigeon, why art
despondent,

(Why) pure and fresh blood is flowing

thou so weak and

from thine eyes ;

You may reply thus, that night before yesterday,
spent in hunger and vesterday in journey,
the hot wind has scorched my body:

I
besides this

(Then tell her), Mirhan, the golden pot of the Rinds,

has despatched me, (thus) caused me to suffer the pangs
of day and night ;

O pigeon, deliver my message as such,

That thou and 1 had pledged with each other on that
day ;

But three things impede the fulfilment of vows,

The one is old age, the other penury, lastly the

mighty
Angle of Death ;

Then she will look upward for her bag and search the
articles, sweat perfumes and aromatic balsam ;

(She will) perfume thine wings,

(And will ask thee) O pigeon, convey my message (Lo
Mirhan) ;

(Ask Mirhin) to be cautious of the falcons (family
members) ; my friend should visit me in the late hours
of the night and enter my hut calmly and quietly ;
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15. O my musk-like lover,
I have no more stamina to endure thy pleasures, (and)
close communion ;

|6, Now I have to hazard my life,
Thou (Mirhan) have to labour hard, so as to ply
pleasures from me ;

7. May the intoxicated lover with mad demeanor reach
here and get the best share of his golden pleasures,

This Kaheri poet long suffered under neglect
ningteenth century, when the famous Gishkauri poet,
Mubammad Khan ' (1789—1919 A.D.) fully

Sheh ‘Isa introduced him te the knowledge and
Kaheri intelligence of the succeeding generations,
Sheh <Isa was a poet by birth, moralist by

spherical predominance, semi-mystic by taste, poor by heavenly
compulsion and a husbandman by profession. We are told
that he was the poet-laureate of Amir Chikar He possessed
a noble, courageous, high and unique spirit. Chakar never
loved to be flattered therefore, was not worthy of any
flatterer.  Sheh ‘Isa too with less necessity and less

I. Some literary circles quote the Bugti poet, Jawan Sal as having
transmitted information about Sheh ‘lsa,” but few years back
when |awan Sal came to see me |n my house at Quetta, |
q“ﬂ“jﬂﬂﬂ‘d him as to his source of infarmation about the Kaherl
poet  He replied wi.thout hesitation that he drew his informa-
tion from Piru, the personal minstre! of Muhammad Khan, who
was the chial authority and contemparary living and speaking
encyclopedia of the Paluch race. | must not feel share of pride
that Muhammad Khan was the younger brother of my greal

Erint::d father Mir Darya Khan, the then chief of the Gishkauri
tribe,
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gin  composed POEMS, only g silisfy  hig Crave
poctry.  Free from all slains thay breeds oy, of
of the courl and camp, he seldom, toiled in (ke
of Chikar's g2ifls ;

for
the il'lﬂl.lﬁm:e
greal shower

sket of words
Canon of orienta]

never lived On the almg.hy
and never stooped (o the CoOmmaon

earn fame and gain by
bade larewel|

the poet dCCompanying h

never hear or
istan  and SeCmMs 1o hay

He Femained in Bajuch.
¢ broken alj bond ang privilege of
blood and association with hie e

and patrop. He passed
nd in oblivign :
two are handed down_
adornment, besides comprisin
expressions
in the esteem of his contemporar
of the classical age, reckoned unco
way, he wag one, if we are to be the
forementioned Gishkauri poet. One of his poems is re.
produced as follows :

state.  Ofhis poems, only
full with rhetorieg] £ singular,
archaic and dialectg) However, he stood high
ies and of the foyr poels
mparable each in his own

lieve the statement of
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ve cumulus | thou belong unquestionably to Paradise,
For ye come from the higher world ; ]

Last night thou have passed in front of my beloved,
Let both of us take full rest .

Because of the arduous hours that I Passed in the night,
I went to sleep on the precious Ei"gws and under

coverlet ;

Sweat odour issued from my locks,
My locks bear resemblance to thy jewelled face (i.e.,

bear resemblance Lo the cumulus).

Now ye (cumulus) should fly away, and make not any
more inquiry from me,

Leave me in this distracted state of mind and engaged
in the pangs of Divine love with a burning heart, hot
like the strong flames of the fire of prosopis spicigera ;

Receive the moon-like beloved with (grace) and sweal

welcome,
For he deserves itand (we) are highly indebted 10 him

and (he) is top high and an exalted being ;

Neither my tongue has the power to speak to him, nof
have I the courage or privilege to act so;

I cannot introduce myself through words to the exalted
beloved, : .

May God pour mercy into his (pious) heart ;
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=

The Holy Prophet (may Peace be ypgy him) with his
exalted fortune, stepped forward  from his  golden
throne ;

10, He (may pedee be upon

him) came fq
full moon, alongwith

ward like the
(caliph) *Ali, the i

reat,
Il With his pearl pouring longue, inquireg

[rom me abou,
my long sustained spiritual

exercises ¢

12, My spiritual Pangs and exercises in
which  resembled like
reanimation :

the sleg pless nights,

the pain of PReumonia, goy

13. 1 swear on thy (holy) head, O the

peace be upon him)
holiest self :

invaluable ruby (may
» (that) 1 am strictly attached to thy

4. 1 always perform ablution for

the sake of my flower.
like beloved,

As perchance, 1| may get a view of

the all pervading
light of my beloved (may peace be upo

n him) ;
15. (In the CXpectation) Lo get a vision of thy august form,
I often startle when asleep in the night,

I know not whether 1 will perish in thy love, or what
will happen to me :

All my ecstasies

and madness are the gifts of thy golden
face
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(he tragic story of Sheh Murid and Hini is no g .
The _

i ir Chakar's glory which broygp,
pity than the greal jhrl::: qﬁgﬂ; . A medjlile
emie e dcplﬂfzn the account of facts, Chikar's splendoyr

Sheh Murid  thickens when Sheh Murid :-;hliﬂm:s by,
nd because the latter though dl'.-.hnl'.tr:sl]}'

l:“i afflicled yet remained honest throughoyt
The story earns a place in Baluch history,

and it was no act of common passage, but a strai.n of
infrequency, a story that is a lesson to the mean and mighty
alike. Some bards and minstrels balladed the tale out of
tune. Sheh Murid was the son of the hEﬂ{i'I'ﬂﬂl'l of the
Kaheri' tribe, Sheh Mubarak, a very sagacious Iand -:altm
man who discoursed and digested bitterest points with
swealest lerms and taste. Sheh Murid was as full of courage
as of kindness : princely in both. Ever full of charm and
goodwill, it flowered over on all that needed. When he was
in his gilt and his perfume, he mastered the art of swordman-
ship, horsemanship and arrow-shooting. His bow made of
steel was so heavy in weight that he was known as the owner
of the ‘Tron bow’, because none byt he could alone draw and
shoot arrows from it. Mandaw Rind had a daughter, named

. The Kaheriz ars termed as ‘Shak’
general. The Kaheris acquired thejr
medlar tree, on one of which o
mounted, and striking i with
were a horse,
by Mir Mrasym

(Sheikh) by the Baluchis in
name from Kahir, a wild
ne of their ancient ancestors

@ whip, rode it alongas if it

They ire cailed Sayyide, Ses TapikheiMeigsumh
of Bakhar,
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 Hini, a ruby unparagoned, as chaste as
theme of honour and reason, a spur to b
deeds, a character that was enough (o
vast difference belween amorous and v

Unsunned snow, 5
old and generoys
teach every one the

llainous. [t seemed
that the divine Nature embellished ip this noble Creature,

This temple of virtue the maon of Baluchistan, was betrothed
to Sheh Murid, who loved her above any measure, rather
godded her. Mo soul, no blood, no kindred, no love so dear
and near him as the sweat Hini. Infact, she was his heaven
to cherish for. Sheh Murid and the great chief, Amir
Chikar, were fast friends and shared liberal ume in different
pleasures. The former often accompanied the great chief on
hunting parties and festive occasions. On one occasion he
accompanied * Amir Chakar on an hunting excursion. In the
evening when they reached the suburb of Sibi, the great chief
felt thirsty and asked Sheh Murid to quench his thirst from
the house of his bride. Both went to Mandaw's house and
Hani brought cool, limpid, crystalled water in a clean cup
and offered itto Amir Chakar. The fascinating face and
form of Hani charmed the Arabian bird of Baluchis, Amir
chakar, beyond all arithematic and his braveness, bounty and
brain, all yiclded together. He determined to have her, at
all cost. He had only two choices to this end ; sheer force
or mere fraud. He employed the latter, which had at fast
and loose, beguiled Sheh Murid to the very heart of loss.
Sheh Murid once held a festive gathering in his residen'-l‘ﬁ;
and invited reputed musicians to enliven the mental uppf:litﬂ
of the audience. The musicians displayed with all the choicest
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music of the time their gifted art and ai the close

function, Sheh Murid, dead drunk, in ap ecslatic T; the
avowed to bestow, whatever they demanded. The musimw
in accordance with a premeditated plan conceived by *"'-:::5
chakar, de‘mandfd from him, his bride, Hani. The uuﬁxpmf;
demand distressed the master-cord of Sheh Murid' heary
He paused for a while, perceived the mischief, but tg keep his:
vow, he there and then divorced his bride, whom he was oy
prepared even to lose for the revenue of any king in Asig,
Soon after this event, Amir Chikar married Hani withoy
fame and fortune. Empoisoned by his own vow, and with
his charity slain, a great grief smote Sheh Murid’s very heart
at root, and the grief was full and perfect that he tasted, and
vehement in a way as strong as that which caused it. His
loss was as himself, great. It locked his life from action,
ambition and adventure to an extent that his plight was
pitied everywhere, Formerly, he was like a tree whose
boughs did bend with fruit, but suddenely, this grave happen-
ing, shook down his ripe hangings and left him to the cruel

dictates of weather. No force, no sympathy, no grace could
keep the battery from his heart. He possessed nerves 0
challenge Amir Chakar and defeat his most absurd intent,

but he seldom wished to fight against his lady’s masterdom.
At last, being dried with grief, he finished all foul thoughts,
and determined once for all, to throw his heart against the

flint and rigidness of this fleeting world. He desired no
more wordly glamours and graces as his life, a very rebel 10
his will, now hanged on him. Who lives, that is not depraved
or depraves ? He passed his days in complete seclusion, but
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at length quiciness grew sick of rest, it purged by a frantic
change. One night he secretly managed 1o enter the fort of
Chakar and vouchsaled with Hini to change a word, He
met her, and never humanity sighed truer breath, but that
she saw him. In utler dismay, he, finally, bade Farewel] to
her, the day of the world, for whom, his life now was, every
breath, a death. He wished no more dependency and des-
pondency but brats and beggary. Frighted and angered
worse, he abandoned his home and hearth; a dedicated
beggar to the air, nothing with him to supply his life, he
wandered from place to place and post to post, and passed
his days to some forlorn hermitage, remote from all the
pleasures of the world. Labour was his meed and at times,
was at point to sink for food. What counts vexing Fortune
did cast upon his face. He visited the various shrines of
reputed saints in Sind and Derajat and finally, took his route
towards al-Hejiz and remained in the twin holy cities of
Islam, al-Mecca and al-Medinah for a long period. Through-
out these hard times, he gave genuine evidence to his love,
which stood an illustrious experiment. Fasts and [rosts,
hard lodging and naked poverty, did not blast the sincere
blossoms of his love. Hini was his coronet, his chief end,
and her remembrance was ever fresh in his grief. He lived
and loved his misery manfully. It was time and sorrows
that framed him thus. The sweat of industry and insolvency
would dry and die_ but for the end it works to. His sincerity,
love and departure seriously affected Hani and left her to
the worst of discontent. Amir Chakar endeavoured 1o his



244

her best time, but she remained all the in,

garment out of fashion; her heart was empty of all lhi; ’
but grief. Throughout her days with Chikar, she kept hls
lemple unseduced and her fair mind unshaked towards Sh:rh
Murid, Heavens always maintained fixed the walls of hey
dear love and honour, and from head Lo foot she remained
marble-constant and had nothing of woman in her, She
held her honour higher than her case, and never yielded 1o
Chakar her bluest veins Lo kiss, She never loved Chikar
married his royalty, was wife to his place, but disliked hi;
persom. If beauty, wit and modesty could settle and satisfy
the bosom of Chikar, Hani was an esteemed gift to him.
But she ever detested him, thereby rendering him undone,
She was merrier to die than he was 10 love. This princely

lady worthy of many babes and beggars, all the time kepl
her virginity chaste as the icicle. Chakar wedded her but

not bedded, and at the same time, he never reproached her,
for she was so delicate of rebukes that words were strokes
and strokes death to her. Sheh Murid had already abandoned
the world with a1l its worldliness and to God’s High Will he
bound his calm contents. He changed altogether, attained
highest ~spiritual PpOWers and people began 10 canonize
and worship him as a saint of great note. Marriage
or association with Hani, was pow a thing of little
or no importance to him. Chakar, we are told, later oy
divorced Hani. She died a few years hefore the departuré of
the great chief to Panjab in 1511—12 A.D. Her eternal
was chosen a few miles North-west of Dadhar, there

best lo offer

she
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lies, a pearl.  Sheh Murid immortalized Hgp; in his

amorous
verses which are hence then regarded as the Bower of Baluch
poelry. The bulk of his poems have been lost, A little Jess

than two thousand verses in different Poems  have been
handed down to our age from trike {o tribe with some
additions and alternations. Failure, desperation angd dismay
had been the corner-stone of his life, hence his poems
convey a pessimistic view of life apd just like
Urdu poet, Fini Badiiviini, his poetic philosophy and message
teach us to accept and endure failure, instead of fighting
against the miseries and misfortunes of life on this damned
earth, the common harlot of mankind, which often make

black white, foul fair, wrong right, unworthy worthy, timid
intrepid, dishonest honest, mean nohle,

the famoye

As stated before, Chikar deceived Sheh Murid like g
double-meaning prophesier and as the former had means and
might, the latter could not challenge him on the field, but
as honours thought reigns solely in the breast of everyman_
50 Sheh Murid had a fire in his breast which burnt him
inch by inch, Suspicion and jealousy had often their
miserable hour with cveryman. He would often visit secretly
Chakar's residence in order to get a glimpse of Hini. We will
reproduce below some of his poems. In one of his poems
Which just follows he appeals to Hani's soft sentiments and
nse of justice and implores her good graces to redress his

misfortune ang, infact, Hani ever gave him for his pains a
world of sighs,
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and
1.

254

Hiini is the chief of maidens,
Hani is my thunderbolt ;

Emitting from summers thunder-clouds,
The remover of distressing pains ;

Hini, for Hazrat ‘Ali's sake,
Hide not thine face with thine sheet veil ;

Behold me not with a half look,
Heart is mot a thing to be conducted by pulling ag
animals are moved forward with a cord ;

Love cannot be purchased, _
Love can be attained through four things ;

First by respect and modesty,
Secondly by self-sacrifice ;

Thirdly by the virtue of liberality,
Fourthly by the pearls of sweat tongue (by altiloquence);

(Only then) one (will be able) to lead it (love) as a
child is led,

(Or) as camels are easily made to move by the dint of
nasal cord ;

(Or) like an ox controlled by the string in the nozzle,
To be conducted to distant posts :

The princely beloved questioned me,
Has anybody delivered to others as gift either any ordinary
member of his family or any beloved pepson ?
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Hani, do nol aim al me arrows,
Pierce not my chest with pointed arrow-heads :

I will not surrender my breath as such,
Take the two-eared poniard,

(Or) the light green-shaded sword of Mir Chakar,
Strike it in my pious side ;

[ will fall lengthwise before thee,
Blood will pour from my throat :

I will lie down on the same spot,
(Thus) shall be relieved of thine pains and pangs ;

(Then) with thine perfumed hands, ornamented with
gold bangles and fingers red with henna, clean my
body smeared with blood with the corner of the cotton
sheet over thine head ; when early in the morning
thine close companions come to thee :

Shan! and the prosperous Shalli, 2
The pearl-like fascinating Mahlabi¢ 3

If they all inquire of thee,
As who killed Sheh (Murid) ;

Shari was a Rind woman of fame.

Shalll was the beloved of the distinguished Rind warrior

. Hasan
Maulanagh,

Mahlabi was a noble Rind women of means and manners.




21.

22,

23,

24,

25.

26,

27.

28,

200

(Far) he kept ill-will towards none,
(Then) acquit thyself from this reproach ;

(By asserting) that ye (Hani) had always protected witp
great care Sheh (Murid) in his nightly wanderings ;

(That) unfortunately) Mir €hakar’s chestnut horse
hit him,

I (Murid) have become a wanderer and waggle hithey
and thither ;

1 have turned mad,
Bring not learned persons for me j

The Mullah (an order of muslim theologians) alongwith
white papers,
I catch snakes with my hand ;

The man bitten by snake gets relief through specific
spell,
Jinn are banished by spiritualists ;

Wounds are healed by physicians,
The madman of love can never be cured ;

They ever lie flat with their back on the ground,

(And at length) their peck bone gets dismembered
(through unbearable hardships) !



257

(n the following poem, he again describes his unexpected
yisit 10 Hani, meets her and informs her about his determina-
...-I to leave his native land for performing pilgrimage to
4:th11 holy cities of al-Hejdz i.e., al-Mecca and al-Madina.
ﬂI the first time he leaves for the holy cities. Crowned

":-.

with faith and constant loyalty, Hini, requests him not to
Imw his motherland.
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I, Last night the clouds through moisture and rain,

Have moistened with showers mine seven coloured
resting pallet ;

2. The best desired rains have moistened my war weapons
loo,

My heart desires the manifold pleasures of the friend ;

3, Mostly (desires ) the exchange of civilities in the gaysome
discourses with Hanul (Hani),
Amidst such thoughts, a wave of madness caught me ;
4

I placed 4 long scarf of cotton cloth on my shoulders,
feaching down 1o the heels,

With pride and pleasure T came to the white tent ;




10.

and
11,

Ny

(1 determined) 10 awaken the princess of the tenr .
The priceless and the magnificent soul startled jusy |y,

A wild deer :

Swiltly | caught her cotion sheet over the head,
The person having intoxicating eves said;

Who art thou 2 that thou have made an irruption in oyr
tent to an extent that my sleeping bed lay exposed
before thee ;

| replied to the person having intoxicating eyes,
I am Sheh Murid son of Sheh Mubidrak |

I have entered the tent and have seen thine sleeping bed,
The person having intoxicating eyes said to me thus ;

It is well known to the world that the tent belongs to
Chikar, because of his (Chikar's) terror, the hons in
jungle, the Kings in their fortified forts and the elephants
in wild wildernesses are terror-struck ;

IT thou art seen, will unexpectedly severe thine haughty
head ;

I replied to the possessor of the IMOXICAling eyves,
I'have measured the strength of thine community ;

In the first place (1 thought) to roar and challenge like
a well-fed lion,

B
ut the presence of Hini proved a heavy barner 1©
my heart ; '



2

Then soon | declared second time to turn my face
towards the House of God and visit the twin Holy

cities, and the august edifice of the Holy Pl‘ﬂphet iy
peace of God be upon him) ;

In wild amazemenl Hini hastened with her close
companions,

0! close associates, beseech Murid not to leave his
country ;

Thou the babies in the craddles solicit Murid (to ehange
his mind),

The pious ladies of the house of Uch! Sayyeds, may
all of thee request Murid.

17. The Sayyeds of Shahpur? beseech Murid,

18,

The wandering spiritualists, try to change Murid’s
decision ;

(Al of thee) request him to postpone his present

programme, only to go for pilgrimage next time with
others :

(But) T declined to accept a request from Sayyeds
and saints ;

The Sayyeds of Uch have been famous for their lea raing and
Spiritual powers. |t is the Ujiah of the Arab chroniclers, and in
medieyal ages, Ueh was the seat of light and learning.

?{hihpurlis the name of 3 village near Chattar-Phuleji in the
3chhi districe of Baluchistan,



19.

20.

21.

22,

23.

24,

25.

204

| went with a group of beggars to perform Haj (the
pilgrimage which every muslim makes, if possible, tqo

Mecea and Medinah),

With an ardent heart 1 performed the pilgrimage 1
the twin Holy cities ;

It was not too long that I received the message of
Hinul through the flying birds that reached first ;

The birds that reached first through heavenly protectors,
(The birds said) Come ye, here is the message of thine
magnificent bride ;

(She says) for thee, my (Hani's) eyes have poured drops
like the rainstorm of the summer clouds,

My heart has become lamentable from thine worthless
laments ;

Thine separation, pains and griefs have burnt my soul,
[ replied to the person possessing intoxicating eyes ;

I will not come back, send me not high-sounding
messages,

Far off | remain from thine useless compliments ;

There lies between thee and me vast and distant lands,
For my sake, braid not thine long hair ;
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o5, Tie not ribbons with the plaits at the back, for my kind

CONCCT,

Clean not thine white teeth with the bark of walnut ;

7. Grace not thine cup-like eyes with collyrium perfumed
with musk,
The sweet-scented cravings of my

heart have passed
away with the pouring of my abund

ant tears ;

28 (Passed away) with abundant (e
past summer showers,
Instead of cloaks,

ars commingled with

I wear goatskin as an outer garment;

29. Tie speckled rope instead of huge white turban,
(Because) of barefoot wandering over vast lands, my
feet have developed dirt hard as horseshoe :

30,

As the result of constant wakefulness, mine eyes have

turned red, round scars are distinctly marked on my

joints ; 1 sit ever in front of smoky fire, with my
untrimmed locks,

Here is another of his poems which he versed during
his wanderings in the holy land of al-Hejaz. Delight with
Pain purchased, in his blaze of love, he addresses the clouds
10 convey his compliments 10 his famous father and mother,

and flurther appeals to pour their sweet water on Hani's
residence apg 11s suburbs,
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The raining
Earnestly
of God;

clouds, | fequest thee,

I beg and request, pray thee ip the name

Deliver my compliments

hours of p; ght, they shoul

and messape that during the
ings to me ;

d prayingly send their blegs.

Till sunrise, they (my Parents) should sing my praises
Just like nightingalr:,

0, clouds POUr at most th

Hini .

Y Waler over the tent of
Cﬂnslantly rain for
shower jp front of
After (hay Hinul

(in a lively morning) will rise like a
(delicate) flower watered by fresh showers ;

seven days and et shower

follow
her residence,




o,

20R

She (Hini) alongwith her close associates will take .
cup having fuller's-carth! diluted with water,

(While) Walking grnca:l‘ullj:' will come near a naturg
pool, freshly wiatered by rains |

(Therewithal) will unbraid and wash her long, musk.
like perfumed locks,
Urge her sisters to uphold their hands (as a sign of

prayer) ;

Uphold thine hands and pay thine devotion to God,
Pray that Sheh Murid returns back to his odoriferous
residence ;

If he comes not back, may he be happy with his
comrades,

May pilgrimage fall to his lot, and the ejght gates of the
paradise be open to him.

The following poem which he composed at al-Mecca is

one of his worthiest productions. [t gracefully exhibits the

exquisite beauty of language besides intense emotions of
undying and impatient love,

A kind of solid and friable clay (Mate) is commonly found in
various parts of Baluchistan, and the nomad Baluchis, instead of
*0ap, use this clay to wash their hair. The clay is put ina dish

containing water, and when jt gets too soft, mix it with water,
#nd wash their body and hair wigh ig
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j. Happy be thou, the green pigeon of Mecca (the cop

gressional place of muslims),
Bawl not, the pigeon of the Holy Mecca ;

2. Cry and sigh not for my (miserable) stature,
In a fit of frenzy 1 state something about Hani;

3. (Hani) the intimate of Chakar, the ostentatious flower

of the palace,
Little T will say, till T meet chikar in an encounter ;

4. 1 have no brothers to invade the fort of Chakar,
[ will (in person) break down his fort and will hold

Hani by the hand ;

5. (Then) will admit her in my majestic tent,
There 1 will shower on Hani silver coins seven times;

[ will revere her slim waist,

6. Just like the Holy Qurin,
lace on the fibres of

her ripe mangoes (breast) 1 will p
my heart; .

To remove the rust (inactivity)
her bones.

of my heart, will suck

poemSs. He

The following poem is one of his longest
After

dramatically portrays the outlines of the fateful story.

for years in alien lands, from race to race
t no oné

roaming and
cealm to realm, he again visited his native land, bu
could recognize him, for he wore tatter, his eyes WErE
E:n,rergalled with recourse of tears, his chin ‘was enriched with
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thick and long hair, his entire form and face, looked lean,
‘thin and ugly. Hani, whom he loved with his soul, and his
heart, and his life, and his livings, at last, came to see her,
She stood before him like a dumb innocent and recognized
: him. Chikar was informed, he severely felt his fault contrived
by baleful artifice, and, at length, pricked by his conscience
and compelled by consensus of opinion, divorced Iigni.
But Sheh Murid showed his incapacity and inability to accept
her as his bride anymore, for now he was quite a changed
man, mundanity became meaningless, a past tale, he had
attained the pinnacle of his spiritual state. In utter dis-
appointment, Hini curses the planets of mishap and misfortune
and her land of birth. Nothing was left to her, but to sigh

in the laziness of peace and smile in the extreme pains
of death.
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288

The Rinds convened a meeting,
Beneath the palace of Mir Chikar ;

Amir Chikar addressed (the Rinds),
Last night lightning was seen several times ;

The Rinds consulted each other,
(They said) to the chief, the sky was cloudless :

How could there be wind, cloud and lightning,
It was a piercing wintry night ;

The princely, the self-esteemed Murid said :

O chiefl. forgive my exposition,
L will tell thee the truth ;

Uwill describe thee truz siens with truth,
Far off in the fog of dust there appeared a cloud ;

Last night lightning appeared thrice,
Third time it flashed faintly ;

Twice it flashed with great brightness,

Beneath the palace of Mir Chakar -
¥

On the particular
spot ’ . ’
permanently, Pof) where his mare is tied

She was the moon-like wife of Chikar -
3
The chief of (he girls

) Hani
lightning of the dark nigpe. ¢ 9eArest, the bright
¥ 1
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(She is) the awakener of the sleepy hearts,
(Seeing her) | turned mad ;

The Rinds took it ill,
They stood and said ;

Mubirak, look how foolish is thy son in narrating such
a loathsome story ;

(Mubirak) said, Murid forsake misdeeds,
[1l deeds and ill ways ;

. +(With regard) to the moon-like wife of Mir Chakar,
Chakar is not an obnoxious man ;

Thou (Murid) cannot match Chikar,

He is the master of more than

one lac (crack
swordsmen) ;

He has silvery saddle,
At his call, lacs of warriors mount the steeds -

His robust stallion is ever graced with splendid horse-
cloth,

The white-robed infantry is numberless ;

Thou (Murid) will be blown over in the dust,
(And) will make us out of sorts :

Will cause our bones 1o rot in the grave,
The children will perish of thirst and hunger ;

Unknown persons will take hold of our property,
O my father, my respected one (replied Murid) ;



23,

24,

25,

26,

27,

28.

29,

1.

32,

290

| know too that he is Mir Chikar,
He is toa powerful as compared to me ;

I am also not an obnoxious man,
He is Chikar, [ am a Sheh (Sayyed) ;

He bestrides at the head of thousands of ¢ﬂ‘-'air},f,l
I only with a hundred of my relatives ;

I am ownet of the iron bow,
I 'am Murid, the man killer ;

A greatly loved lover with red eyes,

(If) T take with me a long thorny branch of Prosopis
specigera

Will break through fortified forts,

(While this incidence) is an ordinary Baluchi push :

0, the generous Sheh, the ki

: ng of the Kahiris of Chattur,
believe me ; ' ‘

iry of t
chief, would alyways dress By e he daughie of the

dress ip soft satip.
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~ The Sheh (Murid's father) got annoyed and gave a
.ﬁ blow to the infatuated one (Murid) ;

" Mubirak took oul his shoe,
“Struck it on my head;

Excuse me said I, thou art my far-famed father,
Would that another person had struck me with shoe ;

l would have irrigated a land with blood,
'~ (Because of extreme pain caused by wounds) the Rinds,
"'Ilying on either sides, would have raised cry ;

* After the stroke stamped with the shoe of my reverened
. ;hﬂ]cr

'.-' 1 promised (earnestly) to leave the country ;

9. y I promised too to clip my hair of the head,
" Will keep the beard after the custom of the Holy Prophet
& (may peace be upon him) ;

,' Clip from below the long moustaches resembling that
ﬂf Turks,

"-\"JJ,I put off my kingly weapons ;

i wm put off clothes that make rustle ;
:, I.uw: the steeds to be tied on their pIaccs

Ml these (things) T will send to
,:__Haﬂd“ the royal father of Hani :
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44.

45,

46.

47.

48.

49,

50.

2L

.
.

3.
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Wil leave the carpet for ‘Alj, !
The bow for Isa, 3

All the articles inside my tent,
I leave for Mir Chakar ;

I have promised Lo my God, that after my father struck

me with his shoe ;

[ will never sit on his malt,
Will pass my life in the manner of a beggar ;

Except a waist cloth, will remain garmentless,
Set the foot on way to wilderness ;

Infact, T will start to Mecca for pilgrimage,
Pay homage to Kaabah ?;

I will accompany those persons, who remain bare and
unclad ;

(T-hf::se} whose backs are bare; and bellies empty,
Their meal consists of the crumbs begged from others ;

Grumbling (from door to door) get crumbs
Take rest on the plant of prickly cucumis (caparidaceac);
*All Rind, the uncle of

Bibakr) was the father
Maulanagh.

tfh& distinguished Bivragh (Bibark or
of the greatest Rind warrior, Hasan

Sheh ‘Isa, the Kahiri, was the poet laure

ate of Chakar.
The sacred shrine of Mecea, inclosing a T, Lo
stone, amous and hely black
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. 59,
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The bare ground will serve the purpose of quilt,
[ accompanied a party of alike mendicants ;

Four are the mendicants besides myself,

They travelled according to their mendicant technic ;

(While) I employed my Baluchi tacts,
Never lagged behind but walked in line with them ;

Verily, I went to perform my pilgrimage,
Paid homage to the Kaabah ;

with devout affection, I touched with my sinful hands
all the holy and reverential things of Kaabah ;

5-; Three years and a month | remained at the holy city

of Mecca ;

I versed there fifty five poems,
My heart yet craved to compose sixty ;

(At length) One day the mendicants returned back,
I too accompanied them ;

I came to the hamlet of Rinds,
All were engaged in gaiety and arrow-shooting ;

Under thick growth of Prosopis spicigera,
The Rinds had fixed a target ;

Beneath the palace of Mir Chikar,
My spiritless heart expressed a wish ;
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b3,

6i6.

6.

68,

70.

71.

12,

73,

2604

O Worthy man, give me an arrow,
(< that) | may cheer my soul;

| will aim it at the target,
(They gave me)a coloured bow of a Rind ;

1t could not withstand the foree of my pull,

(Thus) 1 broke eighteen bows ;

‘Why my brother bring it not’, said the mighy
Chikar ;

The bow and arrows of Murid,
(And) give it to the man looking like a mendicant ;

(So as) to humble his haughtiness,
The iron bow was brought forth ¢

The bow was produced and adjusted,

[ took out the bow from its case ;

I saw it and the heart wept,
Tears began to flow from my eyes ;

My lone head deplored,
(I heard) my iron bow was telling me ;

My master of kingly demeanour,
Beauteous and of kingly mien ;

The arrows are not fit for thee,
They are affected with crust and rust ;
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(They) were sometime kept under Bindav  and often
on open ground under the shade of clouds ;

I put in order my tattered clothes of beggary,
- Seven times I paid homage to it (the bow and arrows) ;

% I kissed the arrow-heads iind (as a sign of respect) placed
it on my eyes,
- Adjusted and tightened the bow cord :

‘th was unstrung, I strung it,
~ Arrow followed arrow :

., Iaimed three arrows at the target (consisting of a
- piece of rug),
~ And each successively hit the target ;

The Rinds perceived that only Murid could be such
shooter of arrows : -

He is the owner of the iron bow,
The mighty Chakar said ;

Thou should inform Hini,
The messenger went hurriedly ;

Asmall rectangular compartition for keeping small articles or
utensils, and is built with stones or bricks of clay inside a tent
or reom. The length of it consists of six to eight feet, breadth

three feet ang height three feet. It is usually covered
With rag,
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a3.

84.

and

86.

817.

88

89.

90.

l, Th
e Baluch women usually use the bark of

206

Come Ye (Hani), the Sheh (Murid) has come, (but)
hardly 10 be -:iistinguished,
his head have entwined ;

The hair of
Is,

falling 10 the hee
like that of lion;

(And) remain
utgrown

The moustaches have ©
p beyond all decency ; she (Hani)

(And) have grown U
g her head scarf an
the messenger (for h

d the wracelets of her white

gav
e brought the

hands 4as gift to

news of aMurid's arrival) ;
bark of walnut, ! and

teeth with the

She cleansed her
with collyrium ;

graced her cup-like eyes

k her necklace,

wWore around the nec
rings passing through

Ornamented the ears with ear-

the lobe :
People sat at @ distance from Murid,
Hani came near and sat with him ;

face minutely,

(She) began to gaze his
each other in childhood ;

(As) we would play with

i:: old signs and marks on the body seemed ﬂppﬂm“t*
eyebrow was marked with a scar;

walnut to clean thelr

teeth, and
the juice of the bark makes the lips red to©
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The thighs had the mark of

a ring
X 1
| became dead sure

he is Murid, the White-robeq -
iThe owner of the iron bow,

Among hundreds, his visage is distinet :
1e Rinds, thence, raised hue and cr
nd) demanded to decide the

a lition of the Holy Prophet

Y,
malter dccording to the
(may peace of God be

Ar execute this deed,

¥ three dinars! (o Hip; (divorce her)

ould mix with the bones of

*Chiakar said to Hanj,
3t thou have in thine heart ;

it thou have to say, make il clear,

fiou have been sleeping in a peaceful manner :

1y too thou have slept likewise,
¥e bestowed (hee to Sheh (Murid);

“man of a2 Gold coin issyed by the Caliphs of Baghdad and
fascus: | Was the custom among the contemporary
%, that when anybody divorced his wife he would give three
% to her and uttered three times that he has divorced her.
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101.

102.

103,

104.

105.

106.

107.

and

108.

109.

208
Come out of the house for my sake,
Withal replied Hani ;

Among the Mirs thou art Mir Chakar,
The master of the entire Baluch race;

(Inspite of that] thou art not equal to Murid,
Thou come next to Murid (in prestige) ;

Hani come near me, (cried I),
My Turk-like moustaches have out grown and remained

untrimmed ;

The beard have grown wild beyond all decency,
Because of the burning griefs regarding my beloved ;

[ have cauterized with hot, searing iron all my joints,
Have roasted my body like the roasting of meat;

Each of the twelve joints have been cauterized,
Branded joint after joint,

Bereft myself from all manhood,
[ am unfit for thee to be a husband ;

I am a woman like thee, when I needed thee, thine
stony heart never wooed love, (now) keep love with
Mir Chakar ;

separate me not from mine companions,
Deprive me not of my eyesight ;
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Thithers said Hani,

May God. cuin the

Rinds ;

g have ruined me,

1. ) Chikar be deprived of his possessions ;
(Ma

[ his contention with Sheh (Murid),

of Fatehpur lay in ruins ;

with its eight and ten gatcs, .
: 2 it b ruined, and remain in continuous ruination

and in future) Vultures! shriek at its once crowded,

places.

| He was contemporary of Amir Chakar; Dilmalikh
' (angle-hearted) by name, was famous for his generosity and
hospitality. A heroic man of an invincible,

Dilmalikh  unconquered soul, he was mature and
Rind matchless, secure of word, speaking In

_ deeds, deedless in his speech, not quickly
- irritated, nor being irritated, quickly calmed. Slowly and
i steadily in his days of fortune, he was addicted to the bad
- habit of gambling. Later on, he was famed for gambling
| _*ﬂ an extent that it beggard all description, whereas, nobody
:::L stan.d up ‘his parallel. Naturally all evil things should
: r evil accidents, and one time will owe another, It

L. Four Ceneyri
Aturies have passed whence Hani cursed this place,

but it is vari
verified by many persons, than to this day, they have

nl' and an
seen vule
Fatehpur yillage, ures haunting the ruined sites of the
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that he lost all things, his wealth
and was steeped in poverty

nappeneds
arth in gambling,
rything but being a high-

home and he _
to the very lips. He lost eve _
T worried his pride of blood.

hlooded Rind, never WD]I.II'IdEI_i 0
There is more OF less spirit of goodness in things evil, if
mposed a poem

people observantly rectify it. Dilmalikh co
regarding his previous prnsperity and subsequent poverty,

and dilates oD the ills of gambling. The hostility of
Rind and Lashar tribes has been forementioned in several
¢, and the name of the Lashari chief and tribe is
curses by all Rinds of sense and sagacity untu:

Dilmalikh instead of taking strict oath not (g
s his renunciation and firm hatred

unfortun ately,

place
dogged with
this time.

gamble again, confirm

against gambling as sqch t

S AEJL:‘»’H'I.L::- alddy
iakd 2 E9lAR | B
o G S

w 4

God 1:.r11! n.m change the Rinds into Lasharis

:,-;;ﬂushm will never become a Hindu (and;
ill never take up the thread lace of inﬁé&fism"

The above cou
plet becam
Baluchis of al ¢ 5o famous and popul
ar
e— ml dihades, that to this day, it i]: ricit&damﬂng
ar 'ﬂ“dﬂ a Cﬂrtﬂin bUSinesq D ] i
S, nly a frag:

ment alone survi
ives of hi
we reproduce here : his long and famous poem, which
=. T y Wl ? X
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Gamblin.g made the princely Dilmalikh unable 1o
follow anymore princely professions and tribal
animosities ;

(Now) he has become unfit for attending sublime
meetings of his kin and the gatherings of Rinds ;

The Rind women (through mockery) address him as
“‘Uncle’,
(And) hand over sickle in his hand ;

The princely Dilmalikh is engaged in cutting grass for
galling horses :

3

Now my feet should forget stockings and stirrups made

{ e
of bronze, but have 16 move within sandals made of

dwarf palm leaves
Ell'ld ﬁbre, rﬂr l d1
horses id not value chestnut

I surrender
ed all my y
alu -
professions, able possessions to profitless

(and) sueh 5

the
knuckles 1 . result of

!lﬂ ¥ .
s gambling with coloured
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J will not change the Rinds into Lasharis,

Hl Gﬂ 5
tim will never become a Hindu, !

A Mus
(And) will never take up the thread 2 lace of infidelism,

{|i|".'."-“'i'5'c 1 will never [.'.HI'I'IblE ﬂgﬂil‘l].

Rehin, the cousin of Amir Chikar, was one of the
flowers of Rind society, a man of life, a scion of celebrity.
When he became full-fraught lad, his noble

Rehan father tutored him in strategem of war,
Rind Framed of the firm truth of wvalour, he
possessed a pood knowledge and literature in

the wars. A master of tribal inirigue, he worshipped force.
Over and above his heroic deeds, his other achievements
were of no less account. A chief of character, he had
neither the voice nor the spirit of flattery about him, and
sought his merited praise more than he fearcd his peril. But
at the same time never purchased danger where there was
no gain, and most calm man in loss but most frantic when
he won. When he arrived a place of potency, he never
swerved a hair from truth, and never false to his nature,
served with glory and admired success, Chakar, who best was
deserving best to be served. When passions and plots,
feuds and furies disturbed the Baluch realm during Rind
and Lashir wars, and brought to test all the courtly and

l. A native inhabitant of Hindustan ilndia) belleving in
Brahmanism

% The Hindus usually wear as a religious rite around the neck thread
lace,
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cunning, rich and PoOT, - courageous g cow
proved the worth of hig veins,

iard b
As stated ﬂlrcady.‘ ::::::

and Riamen Lashari were close fricnds, whose “lll;le

bosoms seemed o wear one hearl. Infyet

brothers ruled in

the hEﬂr[ of
their loves and swayed their Inuduh]e
desire of exeellence. But, friendship is full

ol SEdirﬂEnlgl
and unfortunately, both of them loved a co

and cach wrestled with her in their strength of love. Ay
length, as mutually decided, a horse race of their personal
steeds was 1o decide the fate of the beloved, ind, finally,
the horse race proved the immediate author of their
variance and enmity. The animosity resulted ultimately in
the fatal battle

of Nali where Rehan had forged himself g
name.

He, hot as gun-powder, fought (il last
bruised helmet and bended

mmon Wﬂma;n.

with his
sword, as one weary af hjs life,

Rehin is said 10 have cropped up love with a woman
named Sangi. Rehin loved her most sincerely and seriously,
and would dull and cloy her with

Pleasing favours, besides
promising to be with her every fool,

Onge she was journeying
on her dromedary alongwith the ca

ravan of nomads, Un-
expectedly few wild hog deers came

running near her, the
dromedary funked angd stumbled, whereat ey head cover
fell down. She thought it to pe a

disgrace of capital kind
as her beautiful face wasg exposed
who was fFollowing the car
asked Rehin to pursue

avan, witnessed the scenc. She
she said avowingly, that

and punish the hog deer, otherwise,
‘she will deem, Rehan. henceforth,
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her father orF brother’. The avow tasked his thought.
4 ; ste he galloped his horse and darted towards the
::,gmdcar When he came too close to the hog deer, he
unsheathed and clasped his sword and gave an anxious blow
to the animal, but, unfortunately, the sword struck the
front leg of his famous steed and wounded it so seriously

that after few days the horse died. Later on, Rehin versed
this event in plain and unmistakable language. As Rehan
was a poet not by birth but by taste and a lover by avocation,
so we find little fervour in the poem. Only two poems of
his have survived to us through the mist of antiquity. One
regarding the horse race with Ramen Lashari, and this poem
is incomplete rather uninteresting too, and the other one is

ahout the aforesaid story. We reproduce this last poem
as such :
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The hamleted people have left behind the high bl
residences and kingly palaces ;

They left the garden, bazar and the mountain of Jhal,»
(and) are on the way to wealthy Khurisin, 2 the Dashy

plain ® and the valleys spotted with gardens ;

My slim, papery Sangi strolls, wanders [spﬁghlﬁmy}
with her soft and clean feet ;

With her papery lips plucks up flowers (speaks comely
d courteously), .
%Itlmh:hcs her hands dyed with henna ;

(And) points out to her miserable maid,
The place where they lived last year ;

(The place) where Rehan galloped his fleet-footed steed
before the fort of Bakhar*;

The old maid rejoined passionately,
Leave thy mad Rehan ;

The name of a village in the Kachhi district. The place Is the
residence of the Magassi Chief.

This is the name of the extensive North-Eastern provinces of
the old Persian empire, (Noldeke, Sketches from Eastern History,
Tr. by J. 5. Black, P. 108 seq.) But the name is used for many
other places, in Afghanistan and Baluchistan. The plain and
highland around Ghazni in Afghanistan is known as Khurasah
and the Sarawan highland in Baluch'stan is also called by the
Baluchis as Khurasan.

It comprises

of the vast plain stretching from Kolpurto e
fellside of s

the Chihaltan mouy ntain,

A name of village near Jhal in Kachhi district.
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Exposed to all, he
Rojhiini head,
footsteps of the

s With hig Withered ars stuck ip his
IS openly fﬂllmwiug On his steeq the
caravan . 1

The mistress {Eangi], the grace ang Crown of her com-
panions, replied

Do not be touched wiip,

anger, feel no
amidst the assembly and ¢

t high-flown
he crowd ;

God, perhaps, may bring

a flock ofhog deer,
(There 4ppeared) Unexpec

tedly a flock of hog deer .

The hog deers ran insid
The dromedary of

chain-like tangled 1o

e the Caravan_

(my beloved), the POssessor of
cks, funked suddenely ;

rein  fastened (g the
camel's nose-button,
(Then) the silken head cover slipped away from her
head ;

The head cover fell on her graceful shoulders,
(She) called forth her miserable maid ;

The maid came late, the flower (Sangi), hersell took

the head cover with her hands dyed with henna, and
covered her hairy head -



16.
and
17.

18.

19,

20.

21.

22.

23,
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She immediately called loudly, Rehin, thou should g

leave the hog deer alive, for the hog deer is equal 1o thy

distinguished father (i.c., 10 kill the hog deer is as incyp,.
to avenge thy father); if thou leay,

bent upon thee as
then deem me as thy father ang

the hog deer alive,
brother ;

{hccﬂrdinglﬂ | mounted on my steed and chased the

hog deer,
Galloped the horse 10 & long distance ;

(At length] I saw with my vigilant eyes, that my steed
is running shoulder 10 shoulder with the hog deer;
Then I unsheathed my K hurasanian sword made of

Egyptian steel,
Held it firmly in my lion-like hand ;

Delivered a blow to the swift hog deer,
But the blow missed the swift hog deer ;

The blow fell severely on the flighty shoulder of the
black steed,

I sat on the ground and deplored for my s.wvurd;“_ -

Would that ‘] had not possessed mine this K hurasanish
sword, that it had cut the flighty shoulder of |‘|:l‘,'4|'1?'Iﬂt

steed ; ;
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The inform

ants, the detraeq
had already

: Ors angd
Communicated

nefarious Persong
he news ,
They communicated the news to the family members
of my ruby,

(That Rehin has wounded hig fleet-footed black horse;)

frantic freaks of juvenilil.;-,f,
is carrying the s

addle and trappings on his
broad shoulders :

He is walking on foot wi

th his stockings,
His untamed body is bound to suffer the heavy task -
Then the mistress of the womanking retoried,
Be not happy, ve

youngman, do not be high-flown ;
Haji, ' the Nawib.? boasted of several Chestnut and
mettlesome horses, which have been emploved and

condemned by (he lion-like Rehan in his juvenile frantic
Mreaks -

Now that| 1 (Sangi) feel sad for the fact that the previous
broad saddle and trappings are unfit to the present
steeds,

Therefore, it needs 1o

be cut out again to make it fit (to
the new steeds) :

1.

He was the father of Rehan.

- s an Indlan
2. Literally meaning a Deputy or Viceroy in India. It wa
title. Usuvally it means a very rich man,
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Jaro son of Jalab was one of the peers of Am:
Born under an uncharitable star, he had 5 har;:lr {;hﬁka;,
faithful custodian of the history of savageness Eird, o

in bolted language, haughtier tI;am Schog

ni :

Jaro he was the fixed fipure of the ::-Ed"*‘ﬂl.
Phuzh Rind  scorn and sores, rather more than &2 for
Tegs

| had !}ruitﬁd, Possessing a tongue g ki
as is the razor’'s edge imperceptible, he, severe and stubbory
never gave to his carping tongue and flinty heary 4 lie ;,;
cheat that it must bear. At the time of any evenifyl T
liro, among all the gallantry of Rind, was unique in hi;
opinion and decision, and the use of wit or the fair desires,
in all fair measure would always be out of fashion for him,
After his unpolished, uneducated, untrained and unletiered
fashion, the malice and move of his swelling heart, accom-
plished bloody deeds, unthinkable and unbearable by any
human soul. In his cholers, in his moods, in his ales and
his angers, he killed some of his best bloods. Hadeh Rind
was a man of intense religious fervour, a god on earth,
When his hours were nice and lucky, he married the sister of
Amir Chakar, Banari, Both Jaro and Hadeh were fixed
friends, and lived like twinned brothers of one womb. Once
Jaro avowed two vows. The one that *he who toucheth
my beard, him shall T slay”, and the other, “he who slayeth
Hadeh, him I shall not spare”. One day Amir Chikar
intrigued with the maid-servant of Jaro, and asked her 'f’
bring in his assembly in the presence of Jaro, the latters
milk-sucking son. Accordingly she brought and placed ¢
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child upon hjs fathepg lap, The
father’s bearg. 1 -

» 50 he asgkeq hig
deh. Shaho slew

sWorded
Jaro afterwards
18 Feproduced here,
100 breathes the ga

8, Jaro

me ajr,

nguage, and

ion, sublimity of thought ang
other excellences of 5 Poet. His following Poem endorses
justly the above remarks

the
| age according te
Every Rind nobleman of the medieval ag

ttended the
f the age, armed themselves when they a

wont o ;

assembly of the great Chief.
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id me thine ears, O Mazedo, ! with broken teeth,
”:':f.' lomorrow's news and procedures .

Speak not lie, (thou) Chikar, the chief,
Speak not lie, avoid to be called a liar :

The lie even ke

pt tight between the leeth, will fly off,
it (lie) pours

out from the evil longue ;

0 thou truthfy]

and select chief,
Chakar, the

chiel of the Veracious men ;

mkar was 2 broad-mindes
F mm‘p meanin

OF ¥ile agains: an

dand a sober chief Mazedo was his
E that not dizdainful, and poss

essed no venom
Y person,



d with his hand mY curly beard,
exchange of twits, (and)
ived by the vile of enemies

(I perfarmed a heinous deed) ;

g 1 saw Hadeh and ghzho at @ distant place, far away
* from their houses ;

bows, sheathed arrows,

and poniards sheathed

2. They had with them heavy

and the chopping knives
together ;

8. According to the desire (and dictate) of my heart,

I committed murder,
Hadeh will not be seen anymore walking with grace;

9. (Coming with grace) towards the well-guarded house

and of the ladies while eating nut and cardamon ; {Spﬂﬂiﬂﬂﬂ

10. coming towards the pearl-like sister of Chakar the
virtuous lady, Banari ; ’

11 '
: iun; seek Hadeh in a different place
place where Hadeh is not alone but two

redoubted chief of the

thousand _e S?Fa}r of Amir Chakar,
Mirali crick fighters. A
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love, to wealth and to pomp. His arms well-matched his
arms both in contention and courtesy and was hence, praised
as was rated, Once in his mood, with an oath most
solemn and most binding, he bound himself with few
promises. nowise to be broken, of which one was that -
“IFanybody’s camel joins my herd of camels, | will never
return it to the owner.” Once Chikar's camel happened
1o join his herd. The former sent message to him to return
back the camel, but with frank and unrestrained

plainness
he refused and determined to let befall

what will befall.

Usually when the semi-civilized iribes debate their worthless

difference loud, they do commit murder in healing wounds,

but c!ay'_nnd clay differs in dignity and design. Grief-shot
with Haibalin’s unkind attitude, some of the Rinds whose

brains were as barren as banks of Bolin stream, asked the
greal chief to attach the Miralis, only few nobles suggested
that the issue must be patched up with cloth of any colour,
for the friendly relation that wisdom knits not, folly may
without difficulty untie. Chakar most mighty for his rlace
and sway, oo deemed this cause unworthy and unjust to
his spleen and rage. This issue yet hanged in the balance
of suspence whence a band of Lasharis whose ears were
full of their airy fame, drove away a herd of camels belong-
ing to Chakar. Immediately, a host of best Rind heads
and swords, the culled and choice-drawn cavaliers, rushed

with post-horses on the Lasharis, who outnumbered th.e =

The Rind warriors were hemmed about with grim dﬁlrum:e:?r.

The Lasharis massacred them to the last man and put!l
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all grace under their victorious heels,
fatigued steeds of the Rinds bolted a

and dropping the hi i
without Pfhei ridﬂ]:lsﬂEEr Elzithlf;dmmﬂ back to their hougg
. e ges cleave harg knats,
Haibatan was informed about this great disaste ois;
Lasharis again deserved the common stroke of 1:,, e
strike a serious stroke in Rind’s revenge, Haibala:r;;;ﬂ"m
manded his men to attack the Lasharis, Severa] hundr"‘_
Miralis, dressed themselves fairly for their end mddlz
their steeds, and equipped with all habliments nl',war fell
furiously on the foe. With a sacrifice of two hundmdhand
twenty Miralis, they put to the sword seven hundred Lasharis,
Chakar rejoiced when he received the news of Miralj
victory. The Rinds with all fair virtues, to which the
Baluchis are most prompt and pregnant, extolled Haibatan’s
valour and vengeance and afforded him the flourish of |
gentle tongues. Haibatan, after this event, remained in
peace most rich in Chakar’s favour. After the departure
of Chakar from Sibi (1510 A.D.), Haibatan Com-
manded the fortunes of his tribe for about two decades,
but, later on, bitter rivalry arose between the Phuzh Rinds
and Miralis and this lion that the Phuzh were proud to
hunt, at length fell in their merciless hands  He was murdered
and to comply with the savage custom of the race, his head
was cut off and skull fashioned into a cup, served the
murderers as a rare drinking cup.

The ﬁ'ighlm,:.d and
Way from the field

One of the unnamed contemporary poets composed #
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om regarding the abovesaid Mirtali-Lashar war, in the
me.:nls of which the signs of tribal integrity and manly
Intrepidity are apparent and evident The language of the

;= m is classical and the diction elegant.
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1. In the bazar of Chatr® ! the pompous ladies strolled with
mirth.
The Rinds of genuine stock held assemblies and fervem
celebrations ;

2.  Amidst the assembly of Rinds, Haivatan (Haibat Khan)
made a vow,

Three times he touched his beard with his left hand ;

3. (Vowing that) if any body's camel joined his herd of
camel, it will always remain with his herd in the grazing
ground beyond the pass over the crest of Mal;*

I, A wame of smali village on the south-east of Lehri, At present
it is the headquarter of the Kahiri tribe.

2. A high crest on the Nagahi mauntain, east of the Narmuk
yallgy.
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One day the strong male camel of Chakar bmkr: ihie
small end of rein, (distracted from the herd) and joined
the herd of Haivatan, the chief, who kept the animal
with his herd ;

The Rinds solemnly promised not to leave the camel
with the Mir‘ali tribe, (and) prepared in haste for war
and bloodshed ;

But Chakar, the solver of difficult crises was present
at the moment,

He would guide the evil-disposed man to the right
path, (and) would make the ignorant, wise ;

(He exclaimed) that he would give like camels to
indigents seeking alms early in the morning,
Doled out to beggars for sake of God ;

Chikar’s herd of camel would graze the leaves of berry,

His grazier of camel (came) and told him a disagreeable
news ;

The herd of camel (while) grazing the fragrant leaves of
berry, have been overtaken by the evil-doers,

The haughty youths of the generous Gowahram have
stolen them ;

In no time, the Rind youths began 1o gather saddles
and other trappings,

The chestnut steeds were adorned with satin  and
brocades -



I 1.

13.

4.

15

|
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he S[lﬂﬂd, {ﬂﬂd_! with the stroke of hﬂels and
qused then to fly away towards the enemy

Mounting
f the flocks of starling ;

thin whips €

like the flying ©
f Lahr, } they met face to face with the

In the desert ©
wicked foe;
They displayed 2 severe feat of sword fighting against

the bitter enemy ;
vily beaten by the mighty enemy,

(But) they Werc hea
The Rinds were outnumbered by the enemy, (all were
put to the sword), only their frightful horses returned

back neighing ;
Chakar was impatiently waiting for additional forces,
When suddenly a dust storm arose near the mouth of

the Nari stream ;

Haivatan and Bivragh hurried to the scene of encounter

with their proud and gallant men,
They challenged the enemy to wait and keep fast the

reins of their steeds, till their men pour into the fleld
of battle :

E?E:hlﬁ;jm}r measured their swords with the Lasharis
ed seven hundred Lashari _ »
by grindstone : is, as if, were ground

A name of 5 5
present PeuPF:t[;;: Miles south of Sibi, The place Is 8t
& Narizai section of the Gishkauri tribe.
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Two hundred ang Iwenty Mirglis sacrificed their Jives
against the evil thay enveloped the herd of came],
They brought back the herd of camel from the POsses-
sion of the enemy ;

The Rinds (again) made Preparations to pive battle to
the Miralis, as they vehemently Opposed the idea of
leaving their camels with the Mir+alis :

(Fortunately) Chakar, who would be
moment of grave crises, said that

of camel, which the

Present at the

this is the same herd
bloody enemy had stolen ;

Instead of being under the possession of other persons,
it is far better that the herd of camel be with my
brethern ;

At length, one day they will sacrifice themselves for me
at the time of g pernicious calamity ;

I will not break my wings (slaughter my chief supporters,

the Mir‘alis), and put to fire a vast forest (compel them
to rebel against me),

(And) then with moistened eyes, seek protection and
help from aliens ;

On the seventh day the herd of camel came to their
previous grazing ground,

The camels grazier brought the lusty camel with him ;
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Chakar bestowed the fertile Nari_ Sib;

23, (Ennsequenllﬂ
and Shahrag to the Miralis, as the green corn o
fodder to feed their steeds, J

Bakr) was the grandson of the Lashari chief

Bakar (Abu
or who carried his wit in

Gowahram, a manifest conspirat
his belly and his guts in his head. The

seornful, heastly and mad-brained wars
hetween the Rind and Lashars, crumbled

the Baluch fortune in the unfortunate

Baluchistan. Neither Chikar nor Gowahram applied them-
gentle baths and balms, the blame of war and
thelr hardness. The territories of these
le with envy of each other's
gave the whole race great
left sick great Baluchis

Bakar
Lashari

selves 1O

woe hanged on
rival chiefs looked ever pa

happiness and both of them
meals of iron and sieel, and thereby,
with Baluchistan. After the disastrous hattle of Nali,

Chakar pledged 1o wipe out the [asharis and he, with
the aid and anger of the Arghun Mughals performed
his pleasure and his promise, and thus God blessed
him from fell Gowahram, who afterwards, did nol
accept anymore the hearts of the vanquished Lasharis 10
cerve his ends at Baluchistan, and no longer desired 10 live

in his motherland as a coward to die with lengthened
shame. Destruction lay hold of mankind and willing
misery outlives uncertain ostentation, He decided no further
making and marring his fortunes at Gajan. with his
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family and Tolks, he left for Gujrat-Kat
to end where he was to begin,

his power 10 fortune again in 4 foreign Jangd
stars already had empty left their spheres a
fires into the abyss of dejection and obscur

deep in lime, Gowahram, gave y
leaving his name to

hiawar, and there
He could pot wrench up

» @5 his good
nd shot their

Y. Wrinkled
P the ghost at Gujrat,
the ensuing ages detested. A foy years
after his grandfather’s death, Bakar came from Gujrat 10
Gajan in Kachhi,

L0 see once again (he
risc and ruin,

place of their
Sorting and consorting with various tribes
of his bloed and witnessing the peace and peril of the
land, he composed a poem with heart-burning hear of duty
and dismay, wherein, he stales

thalt in storms of Fortune
valour's display and v

alours worth divide and decay. Nature
must compel man to de

plore his most persisted deeds. He
bewails the misery and misfortune of the Baluch race who
failed—Failed miserably to reconcile their power with the

prosperity of the land. In composing this poem, Bakar
procured for himself grace and respect and the succeeding

Eenerations to this time recite pathetically and hear the poem
with mute wonder and woe. In a way, Bakar, in his poem,

carnestly warns the Baluchis against nursing thoughts of
vengeance and disumty. The poem seems to be incomplete,
but is interesting, exciting and instructive.
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1. Kachhi, thou cannot delude me,
Even thy fertile fields produce £rains with ripe ears of
gold ;
2. Frome Sori! 1o wealthy Mithri, 2 g fields of green corn
served as fodder for my horse :
3. A tribe named Magasi 3,
and

whose fingers have become
shapeless by cleaning (our)

plates and licking the fingers
4. Primarily they (Magasi) were the carrier of our arms :

5. Wealth (and
It made Ch
other ;

prosperity) unnerved the Baluchis,

akar and Gowahram to War against each

6. The dignified dignitaries through satiety would exchange
elephants for asses,

l. A name of stream twenty six miles west of Dadhar

2. A name ofa village and a railway station nine miles, south
of Sibi.

be
3- A section of the Lashari tribe. The headquarter of the tri
is at Jhal in the Kachhi district.
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The Turks forced my grand brothers to evacuaye high

T‘ a
edifices, (and) dogged their footsteps beyond raging
rivers ;

8. The Turkish hordes and their tyrannts assembled i,
hundreds and thousands ;

9. Early in the morning the Baluchis brought the (fatal)

news,
From morning till the late hours of the day, the baitle

revelled in clouds of dust ;

10, Strong bodies and high-pitched heads were cut down
by the swords like the reaping of the stalks of millet.

The hard-won masterdom of the great hero, Amir Chakar,
when broke up, from its ruins there emergéd a conglomera-
tion of petty tribal chiefships held by

Bijar unsuccessful condottieri. Threatened by
Phuzh Rind foes from without, the sixteenth century
Baluchistan was too rent by strife from

within. The common class—the tribesmen, resented playing
second fiddle to a parasitic chiefship. ~Ambition is the
soldier’s virtue. Every Rind deemed war as the royal
occupation. For swift accumulation of renown among thes®
party and petty chiefs, Bijar Phuzh, one of the dignitarics of
e e s e e o
xR n tn the present Marri area. NO “";
Such was ’his I motioned war and never moved pea™
grm and grave lity that none €V

personality
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abide the shot of his angry eyes
face, which soured the ripe fruits,

ills with ills, he, throughout his | » NEVEr friendeq with
tendency of the season. 1
targe of proof, and w

fore
ould mock at death wifp 4 stronger
heart than that of lion, During the firg Quarter of the
sixteenth century, the major part of (he
Bugti tribal territor

Y Was peopled by
their chief Haibatgn and hig

When the time became ripe for
against the Buledis,

their chief, Haihatan, death DY inches.
Buledis from the Marri

earned their chronicle.
Onsels, he, 4
the

and Successor, i
his edge, Bijar, fought
» and gave
He brushed away the
us he and his sword
Safe ang Secure from the Buled;
gain to play the

nearly two decades with al

ternating fortupes. None of the
Dodass, who ever fely in

his hand, had the fortune to taste
his mercy. 1In all these glorious and well-fought battles, the
Phuzh kept together in their

chivalry. In the end, Bijar's

venomed vengeance were all hesrnirchtlbd
ilessly slain by his old rivals, the Buledis,

d
bs and scattered it on the Emun[?l :uphfszh
The fire of war and vengeance bmweenh wininu
Rinds and the Dodais previously inflamed throug

tirical
Toh through sa
ssed  explicitly

of arms, was too exXpre

gaiety, puilt and
when he WAS merc

who roasted his ri
kites,
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hetween the rival heroes and poets, |y

1Il these poems, poelic wit and value is larded with maljce

and machination. The central theme of the poets seems
o be blood and revenge and not the diffusion of their
reflection, poetic gift and grace. It is, therefore, that these
an only claim historical value and not literary,

poems excha nged

pl.‘l::m:t Q

We reproduce the poem versed by Bijar but the poem

seems o be incomplete.
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The kingly and ruby-like Mandaw ! lives with power
and dignity in the wealth abounding territory of Sind;?

Enjoys the waves of soothing deliriums yielded by the
drinking of wine and other strong compounds of

narcotics ;

3. I despatched a group of trained spies mounted on
swift chestnut steeds (to reconnoitre the border area
of the enemy) ;

I. He was the father of Hairo Dodai.

2. The poet mentions the territory of Derajat as Sind. The Cis-
Indus territory once remained under the suzerainty of the
Sind rulers, and, moreover, the language of the Derajat territory
better known as Sarahiki, is the present language of all Sindi
EFEaki'ng dialects,



337

With happiness, they returned
of the enemy,

Brought with them as a sign of blessing,
trees that stood on the shrine

from the territory

branches of
of the saint ; !

They again joined my assemb]

Y and gave me the
information,

(That) they have reconnoitred

well guarded and fortified) that even lion could not
escape safely ;

They caught hold of g huge and stron
which was fastened firmly in the
pointed pegs and long iron nails -

¥

According to the order of their
from the wealth abounding Sind ;

Haji Khan 2 returned with his men mounted op swift
chestnut steeds, (and) so Ghazi Khan s With his men
and stout mares ;

The Dodais are very powerful in the art of war, (and)
are too strong and sturdy in the str

uggle apainst their
enemies ; especially  (their leader) Hairo, the
Thassawani s b

Natho struck him a siroke wi
He (Hairo) fell

the border which (was so

g male camel,
€nemy territory) with

chief, they returned

th his sword,
down from his horse -

Perhaps the POet point outs to the famous shrine of Sakhi Sarwar,
four miles south of Dera Ghazi Khan,

He was the son of Ghazl Khan, Grandsen of Malik Sohrab
Khan Dodai

He was the grandson of Malik Sohrab Khan Dodal,

A famous sub-clan of the Dodai tribe.

He was a Rind noble, a companion of Bijar, marked for his
swordsmanship,
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i1. The vile and greedy Machhis ! (hurried to the g cene)
; and carried him to the camp of the distant Nuhmardj
tribe ;

13. It needs the chiefs and princely persons to hold
assemblies (in order to settle serious issues) :
If 1smeail, * the chief, takes heed of my opinion,
I will advise him to oust Babar * from his house ;

18, (Moreover) should not speak lie, (hereafter), with nobles,

mighty chiefs and with princely persons, dwelling in
high castles.

Hairo belonged to the Dodaj section of the distinguished
tribe of Hot, who are usually considered as the second famous
tribe after the mighty Rinds in the Baluch
annals. A great number of the Hot tribe
left their country Kech-Makurin about

_ 874 AH. (A.D. 1459) and emigrated to upper
Sind and Multap, Malik Sohrib Khan Dodsij accompanied

by his twin sons, Ism‘ail Khan and Fateh Khan, his family

dian blood and a
are found in Sind

Haire
Dodai

I, They are of |5

scale. They re usually held in a low social

+ Bahawalpur and Panjab.

A Baluch gri
Sumrah n'nilil;:i.w ho sattled in Sing during the early rule of the

The sop :
of the distinguishad Dodai Chief, Malik Sohrab Khan.

“"munter:hn hallenged the might of the Phuz Rinds
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d clan, lelt Makurin and reached Multz
an ) ; _
ruled by Sultan Husain Langih 1

him 1o manage, and assigned 1o b
services, the entire territory

there 15 little to choose betwee ot o
hideous butchery ang destructs

€5 struggled 1o make defeat o
power of cither side.

necessity for the
» and g Pressing

Dodsis 1o maintain thej

T post
need for the

and position

Hectual camp. Hairo, g Sweet
as sharp, 5 noble warrior and a pohle POEt, was gne among
the Many who appeared both on the fi
Modes i

I €Xxception byt terrible in con

Several times Eranted Phygh

. See 'HuthTr-r-Hahirni."

by * Abdul Bagi Nahawandj *

2. ' Notes on Afghanistan ang Part of Baluchisean,' by Majer H. G,
Verty: p.q,
). Sea

*The Grear Baluek *

by Muhammad Sardar Khan; o
Tarll:h-l-Flr:I:ht-..
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yltimately, his life was done with in one of the conflic
We reproduce here 0ne of his poems addressed to Bijar

Phuzh. The poem Sse€ins to be incomplete and irregular, buy
it seemingly represents the spirit of the age. ;
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Bring the sharp edged swords and the pointed poniards
alongwith Mandaw's swords having blades with green
shade ; get all these strongly whetted, and change
their silvern edges into watered blades :
The Rinds according to their wont,

attired in white
robes, ' have sent me a message ;

Among the Rinds, an individy

al protests to be a
swordsman,

He is known as Bijar, the man-killer 3

He bears animosity against Malik Sohrab,
May we have the Occasion to muster g select army ;

(And) gather them op

an open field, especially on g
distant sandy desgert ;

(Then) the Rinds and the Dodais be arrayed to fight
dgainst each other,

The best youths of the ri

val camps shoyld combat with
their equals :

Natho (Dodai) will grapple with Shahzad (Rind),
The musk-like

Sweet-scented Walj (will contend) with
Chhata (Rind),
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ghambo will (combat) with Shordn, the wearer of
bracelet having bells’ ,

1 will (challenge the might) of the mighty struggler,
Alan? ;

The rest of the rival forces, will meet each other as the
torrent floods the inclosed field, or (crush each other)
like the thrashing of the ears of corn ;

I will hold with one hand the reins of the precious, black
naked steed, with the other hold fast the spear ;

(Then) will seek Bijar, the experiened chief of the rival
camp, to lay him flat ;

if by chance, he deserts the field, T will pursue the bitter
ot ;

[w:]Il Eal.ch him instantly with a group of horsemen,
(@nd) will break his head with the stroke of
sword : =

I Itis ang has been 3

custom am
bells .
- around the neck of the best anim:llu:h "
b Ameng the Rind
Would hang bajjs about thejr ne“k :
CKT
Nd alarm the enemy

rdsmen to hang
in the herd, Like
that distinguished
at the time of war,
to meet them In
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15, will drive into his body, the Poniard to the hilt
S0 that my right hang BELS smeared with, hig bln;d -

16. (As such) Bijar will fq) from the high

saddle, op)y
rest on the ground ; : ¥4

18, If unexpectedly, he becomes ViClorious
(Then) he will extol himself before the female sey -

9. (And) also wilj exclaim in hijs assembly that pe killed
Hairo, the Thasawzn; 5

20,

He was a man of parts who besides
being a master of field, was a master poet too.

Wise and valorous, he, even in the blaze of
wrath, subscribed to mercy,
hang his advanced sword in the air, not letting
it fall on the fallen. On several occasions, he challenged the
might and venom of the Phuzh Rinds according to his weight
and wnrthines.s, and few of his nearest relatives laid down
their lives in these contests. To defend their inland from
the pilfering borderers, the Phuzh Rinds, the Dodai clansmen

Babir
Dedai

and would always
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cerved their leaders with hearts create of duty and of zeg),
Infact, the Dodais never sought the horrors of war, but they
also never shun it. On the contrary, the Phuzh Rinds made
o moral of the devil themselves, feud and foray was their

only argument and answer.

Bibar stands far in front of all his contemporary Dodgj
poets for poetical genius, Here is one of his poems addressed
to Bijar, the Phuzh. The poem represents to the mind g
clear-cut picture regarding the ferocity displayed by rival
s Lue e unsymmetry of the metre which has ever been

& grave fault with majority of the past Baluch poets, and
lack of synchronism must be accounted defects. Babar
composed this poem, probably, when peace was restored
between the Rinds and the Dodais. He, later on, sent the
poem to Bijar, the Phuzh. Here follows the poem ;
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O thou brave head (Bijir) what thou achieved by the
clash of broad-bladed swords, (and) by the shots of
piercing arrows, that pierced the bodies of the rivg)
heroes, mainly that of the Rinds and their swift chestnut

steeds ;

A certain indifferent but a miserable man came .to me
in the garb of a beggar ;

He came and took shelter under the shade of my sword,
Bijar has tried his trenchant sword many a times ;
Many were the brave men who had risked their lives,
(But) the golden pot of my life was not then full (I was
yet to live) ;

The pearl-like Jongo ' is my living witness,
In strange and (hopeless) condition he has seen my body

(being wounded at every point) ;

He was the son of Ghulam Muhammad Rind and was famed both
as a poet and warrier,
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1.

had

S44

He will not tell he, for it behoves

not true Persony 1o
speak lie,

He 15 a beautiful person belonging 1o 4 noble family
of chaefs ;

I am always prepared 1o suffer the troubles resulting
lrom my personal wars,

(And) 1 am myself, the chief, 1o Protect my huge herds
of camel ;

ghting (with Bijar) as
been patched up,

The murderoys inter-tribal confiicts have crippled (the
rival camps), like the thrusting of knife into a melon ;
Our hnuris‘ the silver-like

white mistresses remained

my mighty uncles
for help.

On anothey occasion to kelittle and

humiliate Bijar, who
upon him at opce

both the office of chief and the
Chevalier, Babar composed

f':'rmer.

2 long poem and sent it lo the

This vituperative poem for a time seriously awoke
the sleep

ing sword of war,

The entire poem has been lost,
only the principal lines are re

produced here :
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Bijar, if thou want to do some good,

Indeed, thou must do some good ;

Come and see Malik Sohrab,
Pay him homage three times ;

Kiss his feet in stockings,
(While kissing) let thy moustaches get dusty ;

(And) let thy beard sweep the ground,
Then return to thy native land.
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His name was Hamal and
belonged to the elite of the

Hamal

Jiand

family
belonged to the Hot settled long
before at Kalmat, Probably in o about
the middle of the

Century. Hamal was a gallant
and an armipotent soldier, ap

tribe whg had
He was born most

» @ man of men, 4
mostly fortunate in hi

the most striking

vigorous and victori

ous chief
s plans and

POssessions, he wag one of

forays and feuds, yet
eep through his flinty Baluch
, he devoted hig Puerile passion
anship, arrowshooting and

The SiXteenth and
Wwestern nationg i.e,
and French to explo

and expansion in dj
piracie:s.

sevenleenth century tempted several
the British, Spanish, Dutch, Portugese
it the opprotunities for overseas trade
stant seas and lands. MNaval expeditions,

bucca neering and colonial expansion
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recognized by their

became rampant as & proud profession

These gxpeditions opened the eyes
tries after they lost everything. The

rewd €O mmercial inst

under well urganized Companics

ye govern ments

rzspﬂﬂti
Is.

of thos
of the

Portugese,
in the last decade
hey met in the

e naval powe

Eastern Coun
inct found their

with their sh
¢ of the sixteenth century to the

way
person of Hamal Jiand,

Makurdn coast, where i

rmidable rival 10

warmed his sword W
y times but not
land, and did

fortune on the sea

meet Lheir challenge. Several times

ith Protugese blood, and he too

attained. He opposed the
fight to make death

a fo

Hamal
was attacked man
might of the enemy by

love him, but the Baluch
breath, and sank miserably. The coastal Baluchis lost the

breed of noble bloods in these encounters The Portugese
endeavored Lo tu?m:l Hamal to their awe and aim, and
wanted to have his good will, inorder to have their own
good fortunes He was offered wealth and wordly gains of
every rcypf:, but he was not a man who fed on objects, oris
imitations and innovations. He knew that the pgreater thP
w!::llth the greater the slavery and so all temptations prov ;
futile. He never yielded to the vile wishes of the vil e
The Portugese even offered him a nymph i tx-r“: il
blood to marry, in order to get a hr;] ike girl of their
"r ] r

bRt sicd Bt Esined vibcted the ot EE[. IEE{JE from the

er, with bitter remarks

regarding western ©
ultu
bl re, and versed the'event as translated

proved out of
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“Hamal was requested to marry a Feringee ! (European)
girl, (but) Hamal did not like Feringee girls;

Meither they wash their eyes, nor

recite the name of God;

They eat handful of dates with flies;

Their shirts remain above the knees, and the

navel is
exposed to view , ™

Hamal's revenges were high bent u
adventurer, Luis de Alymeyda

burden the angered Makurin sea-coast foamed., 1t seemed
that the entirc Baluch coast shall couch down in fear, and
yield He threatened Gawadar and sacked the port of Pasni,
In the last conflict with the Portugese, Hamal met the over-
Whelming enemy with a handful of his warriors, Advantage

is @ better soldier all things appeared

pon him, and the Portugese
rigged his ships, at whose

his strength, me edge of hazard
trophy, token and show from

cruelly scratched him. All his
§ Whose blood was fetched from
led to the last man, and he
and afterwards taken as a captive to
ocked in a loathsome prison, spent his

butin the end, giving full
himself to his sword, Fortune
Comrades, the noblest Baluchi
fathers of war-proof were kil
Was caught alone,
Portuga| where |

l.  Feringee is Probably a

Corruption of Frank, 3 European;
especially among the |n4;

ans, an Englishman.
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flowering youth, amidst miseries that only a Baluch with g
Baluch’s heart could possibly endure. He suffered and
endured strange and severe torments to an extent that all the
miseries which pature owes were his at once. A puard of
salect shot was selected to watch him every minute while,
The Baluch hero vouched to the spire and summit of praises
by his people, finished his life and liberty, pain and panic in
the drug-damned land of Portugal, watching gloomily in the
prison room the melancholy memento of the instability of

human glory, and such is the end that valour, greainess, and
philosophy must come to dust.

Hamal portrayed in the following poem, a graphic
account of his encounters against the Portugese. He sang

almost as well as he fought Some of his verses are so
enchanting, enthusiastic and encouraging that they would
make a brave man of the most coward in the world, as the

spirit and fire proceeded from a soul that disdained cowardice
and from a genuine Baluchi sentiment of intrepidity.
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Thou sister of thy brothers, do not wash thine body
on saturdays,
Saturday is not auspicious for brothers, (and) the

sixteenth of moon not for fathers:

Saturday, and the sixteenth of moon, with their ill-

omened hours, deprived Hamal of hi boat, and the
boat of its blye sea;
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10,

358

nights, the boat was set to saj|

ays and
Geven days seventh day the boat touched the

unceasingly, o0 the

coast of portugal; ‘

From the outset, his (Hamal’s) boat looked heavy with
r v

o bird-li ing feathers,
ts bird-like flying |
il{samal‘s boat was surrnuuded (by the enemy);

(The portugese) asked Hm‘nal to marry n. European
girl, (but) tJymal did not like E._umpean girls, on the
score that they do not wash their eyes nor pmm::unfg
the name of God; they devour handfuls of dates with
flies, their shirts are cut above thrt knees, and the
navel is exposed to view, neither their address to God
ic decent, nor recite muslim way of prayer ;

Hamal loves his native girls having intoxicating eyes,
they wear shirts and trousers, and cover their heads
with shawls ;

They (the Portugese) tied the hands of Hamal with
speckled ropes,

with speckled and thickly twisted rope by which lusty
camels are controlled ; o

Hamal - called forth his close comrades (but) his
comrades were the coward Dashties, * whose heartless

action proved futile as the embers of tamarisk fire-wood

_ hurstin_g with temporary and sudden violence -

L.

Dasht is the name of an

extensive plain i ' -yarious
Baluch tribes of the olai plain in Makuran, and-var

M, are generally addressed as Dashties.
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12,

13,

14,

15,

16.

17,

18,
and
19,

354
The Meds 100 sepyt iy

Mn vaip g sec
AUIENEN) Hama gy 04 secre;

]
“like daugpye,
Why thoy ave de
Parted fro amal's | .
(and) have ollen Into the aves of g, 1On-like hang
for ever ; And drown d
O flying birdg

[he:reat‘ter} will graze in
Pasture, the trenc

a different
hant sworg will remain (inactive)
and imprism:.ud in the waist cloth of an orphan, just
like 5 Bolden gop benumbed by 1
motion; only th

Tee or four things will rejoice
death of Hamal .



20.
and
21.

360

The Meds of Jihg, ' the deers of the fertile Rijro, the
yearling wild goats will ask their females and maleg
to rejoice; (they may say) leave the mountains, ye
mother, dnd let us graze happily in the open field for
a while - Hamal Jiand has passed away, now there is
no one else to shoot and kill us.

Once, Hamal met a lion in the way, and the gra;.fu
situation soon commanded his patience and bravery,
He dismounted from his steed and with ample and brim

fulness af his force, killed the ferocious beast with one
stroke of his sharp pointed sharp edged sword. He
versed the above event as such :

ul,-}ﬂ.LS’ u_,f !'Kﬁ dm’l' i
QWL 5 g gy 8

LW ug,ﬂ oS gud
o5 o oty O o> M
Eﬂ.’j; a:_L'.".&.."l-m 9 .“"-t"z

A na
me of village eighty miles south of Khuzdar in Jhalawan
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(I) received the message of the beloved through roving
begzars, through the mouth of the thundering cloud and

the wandering caravans :

(Received the message) through the croaking of the
red-legged partridge of the mountain, by means of the
smooth-skinned wild deers :

(That) every morning women with broad anklets visit
and sit with thee (Hamal) ;

Thou art not happy with me and my golden ornaments,
(perhaps) thou see near thee a new friend, (or) thou

might be engaged in the fury of a fight;

I called forth the slave to saddle and bring my perfumed
steed, (the slave) too brought my dreadful shoes ;



6. Placed the saddle on the strong

and

10.

12,

and

13.

atiss

the horse, elepham like back of

with a ready order the steed Was made 1o g
Oty

When | was travelling through the fipg
Sai mountain, (I saw) a lion (thick and he
trunk of palm tree ; it roared apg Furi
hither and thither, (presented g scene)
rend the heart of the coward and indolent

Pass of the
avy) like the
ously jumped
which woy)y
man

The lion imagined me to be a paliro
or a grazier of camel ; P on, ora shepherd,

The lion thought) that with f ,
,Ehai-:r. the stalk leaf of palm : rst Tull roar, pe will

The Lord has unexpectedly provided me with a
(sumptuous) evening meal,

Tomorrow [ shall gratify my appetite with the black
(horse) ;

Such retorted the chiel, the swordsman (Hamal), O
lion, the beast of prey, thine wisdom has deceived thee.
I am Hamal, the pearl-like, the owner of three wives
and (rare) steeds ;

One of the (wives) is at Shish, ' the other at Shishir, 2
the third resides under (the cool shades) of the high
crags of the Mastungi, Bedrang ? ;

. & name of plain and a stream on the south of Johan,

2

A valley en the south-west of Johan.

3. A rame of hill inthe mountain ranges between Kuhak valley

and Mastung.
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(is so swift) that in one night seeks the

15, The black steed
besides lurking out here and there;

three distant wives,
16. I adjusted an arrow at the mouth of the vehement bow,
(and) aimed it at the hip of the lion ;

decree as such,

17. [ knew not God shall
d the Mulla * will call for the

The night is short, an
hour of morning prayer ;

18. The moon-like beloved is far off,
From her white wedding hut, she ran outside in the

night like early rising birds:
o-and-fro, with her hands hedecked with

and bracelets, beats her white, smooth paper face, strikes
90. her cheesy thighs, (she would say) ah! would that
evil deeds embrace me ever ;

19. (She) wanders t

Children (in dismay) strolled outside with necklaces, as

21,
I have brought on their heads a nightlong trouble ;

99, (I said) O lady, keep quite and hear my story with
patience,
[ have brought with me the story of a lion;

23, A lion met me with his five pointed weapons,
With four claws and double tooth like a spear, but the

lion rendered powerless to drag me away ;

I, The higher order of Muslim ecclesiastical judges |1ra addressed

as Mulla.



24,

and early in the morning, | imprinted 3 ki

367

| passed the whole night with p, beloved as | go:
55 Upon CSired;

25. like mouth, and unfastened my fair eareq Steed ‘-_“' pear]-
]
26. 1 collected my arrows one by one, (and ) Teturned bacy
following my previous route - ac
27. The arrows were set in order withi

n the sheath, for

they will be of help at 3 critical morment.

Throughout history, nomadic, feudal or triba society
has represented an epoch of incessant armed clashes,
and it ever broke the conlemporary society into anta-
gonistic classes, and made stronger the authority and
power of tribal chiefs, The heraldry of birth and
bravery gave the tribal chiefs commission to comm-
and both in war and weal Envy, jealousy and pride
has ever been the best virtue of a chief. The history

of the Baluch race represents a veritable record
of bloodshed and inter-tribal feuds, and, accordingly,
the fifteenth century Rind state through plagues
and portents smashed to pieces. Hamal Jiand
and Chakar Rind of Kolwa were rival chiefs, and both
clashed against each other all their sinews and source,
A Baluch feels ever proud to extol his seed, sword and
steed. In the following poem, an unnamed contemporary
poet gives a vivid picture of Hamal's fight with Fhﬁk”
and commends the formers superiority both In arms
and ambition :
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1. I know not but am told by my own folks concerning

the period of Hamal and Mir Chikar ;

2, Hamal of the Hot tribe lived in his white hut at Kalmat,
Chakar, the Rind, lived in the fruitful 1own of Kolwi ;

3. Chikarwould pay grace to all,

Hamal's name mainly attracted the bards ;

4. Hamal vsed the perfumes of Zan)bar,

Chikar would dress himself with kingly pown patent 10

emperor Darus ;

BA

&9



10,

1L

12,

1,

5 Y]

(camel graziers) milked the ghe

Hﬂmﬂll o
The miscreants of Chakar captured and slaughtered

(he she camels ;

pamal would sail fast his boats in the sea,
Chikar would till his round fields with bullocks ;

gamal Commanded five hundred fighters,
Chaker had more than one thousand mcn of Kolwg :

Hamal wielded the inflexible Turkish sword,
Chikar boasted of his invaluable Kirmani steel ;

Hamal possessed the proud black steed,
Chakar kept as a souvenir the horse which would hunt
and kill hog deer with swift speed ;

Hamal said to his armed men,
thou should keep watch on Mir Chakar;

The armed tribesmen replied as such, we will not keep
watch on Mir Chakar ;

Chikar has as souvenir, the swift steed, (famed as) the
killer of hog deer,

The souvenir will not spare us to come back (safely);

Bring to action thine fleet-footed black wind (horse),
It will bring information for thee very soon ;



4.

15.
and
16.

17,

18.

19.

21.

378

Chakar asked his fighting men,
Keep watch on Mir Hamal ;

Which place is the grazing ground of Hamal's ca
his (Chikar’s) men rejoined accordingly, that
They will not keep watch on Hamal as he has with him,
the proud black steed ;

melg 5

The black wind will not let us come back, {thnrﬂnm}
bring to action thine own fleet-footed black wind
which will bring information for thee just now y

Hamal and Chakar met each other face to face at
Gazdan's ! renowned lake ;

Hamal asked Chakar, will thou cause thy steed Mal,
to cross over the lake or should I with my black

(steed) ;

As to go back childishly is utter shame to me,
He (Chikar) clasped the rein of the horse by the
command of the Gracious, the souvenir suddenly sprung;

The silver saddle began to creak slowly,
(Rising and sinking) on the saddle, he fell in water
diving like a swan :

A village near Bahaw in Persian Baluchistan, and alsoa name of
place near the port of Ormars in Las-bela.
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23.

4.

25.

28,

27,

28,

29,

30,

379

(Hamal) held his right hand with his own,

(And) sprinkled water on his golden face (to bring him
to his senses) |

Stand up Chaker, the souvenir did destroy thee,

The Lord destined thee to die,

(But) | leave thee alive ;

Happily sit on the silver saddle,
ye hold Mal, 1 will now try on my black wind -

O ye black (horse) recollect the long grass near the
fertile bed of the stream, (also) the field-beans and

pulses, the camel grass and honey, which 1 used to feed
thee ;

Thou wilt be put to shame, if pass not the lake,

By the Command of the Gracious, 1 held firmly the
reins of the steed ;

The black wind suddenly sprang up, the silver saddle
began to creak slowly ;

The steed was up bouncing like a young hog deer,
He floated in the air as a snake on the sand ;

And landed forty yards away from the shore,
with folded hands implored, (Chakar) to Hamal Jiand ;

Hamal Jiand, grant me honour, with traditional dignity

and return my herd of camel, I shall send back thine
instantly ;



A8

31. Hamal carried off his camels while the tribesmen fell
relieved and delighted ;

32.  With immature tongues, ye sons of thip
(addressing his own people when they saw
victoriously)

':. mﬂthErSI'
him Comin £

Stop this rejoicing for Hamal is not a map 0 be
affected by pomp and parade ;

33. Thou did not see the black one with his round
horseshoes, (when he was jumping over the lake),
Now let go back camels of Mir Chakar ;

34. Observe this scrupulously as fame awaits (me) in doing

and so, Hamal's name always will stand high up with the

35.  summer clouds, (and) shines every morn like the moon
and the lightening of thunder ;

(While) Chikar’s name remains ever obscure as the
blind mirror ;

36. (Let us)enjoy a handful of beetle-nuts and cardamon,
Happily imbibe the bitter bhang 1 of Mastung ;

37. I will set aside and arrange all my kindreds with the
distinguished fighters'of Kalmat -

38 (Ask them) to sit under the shade of Hamal's hut, (and)

and see clearly with their eyes, the reproaches and threats
39  of Chakar, and his vainglorions orders addressed to the
clouds of Kandahar :

I. An Indian variety of hemp,

having narcotic properties (itls
sucked, eaten, or drunk).



40,

41,

42,

43,

45,

46,

3.
4,

Y roving minstrels, (and)
of Sarawan ! :

(Chakar) thine mouth had uttered 1 big lie,
(It is thy wont) to praise living persons :

Chikar’s culpable companions

Il am not a date and cow-butter to ge

rve a snack,
Or a bread baked on boulder .

Iam not a girl seated op red cushion,

50 as thou
draw near and pluck up kisses ;

I am the pearl-like, Hamal Jiand,

the master of three
wives, all bedecked with broad ank]

ets

The one resides at Shar2 the other at Shishar s the

third one near the high crags of Mastung; the black
and [ visit all these distant places in one night :

My herd of camels grdze at the fertile
camels hoverat Makol 4
like birds ;

gazdan, the she
, the ewes scatter over plains

The headquarter of Chakar was at Kolwa, a village in Makuran,
but the bulk of Rind

tribe at that time inhabited the valleys
north-east of Kal

at, hence the poet has figuratively mentioned
the name of Sarawan,

A name of a village and a stream situated on the west of Johan
in the Kalat district

A name of valley on the North-west of Johan.
A name of a vjj|

ge and stream at a distance of forty miles from
the part

of Pasni, and fifteen miles north-west of Ormara.



47.

43‘

49,

50.

51.

52,

53.

382

My steed do not eat grain from the nose-bag,
(Nor) drink icy cold and limpid water of pond ;

(And) bites the hit with its newly grown teeth, strikes
the ground with its round shoes ;

(The steed) requires thine Chakar’s luxuriant locks, who

has dared taken away to the lower side of Malas!

camels from Basol *;
Thou (Chakar) should not reproach me about my

noble grazier of camel,
Because he did not sit idle and hurried up to bring to me

the news of thy approach ;

The slave too will not sit idle and will not saddle the
black (steed) for me, but they will surely accompany me
and my steed ;

[ will run after thine Chakar’s new footprints,
If thou (Chakar) turn thy back, T shall distort thine

parts ;

(If) thou face me, I shall break thine coat of mail on
thine head,

Ye will not resort to lame excuses ;

A name of a stream between Pasni and the port of Ormara.

A mame of a stream and village on the sast of Kulanch between
Pasni and Ormara.



&4,
and
55,

56,

57,

58,

59,

60,

I,

with twin kidneys, into twg Parts, will ¢y

part of the gown with thine thin shoulder blad
es :

I will throw off thine head in the way as
Indian corn (millet) is reaped,

Will clip thine (filthy) locks marked wj
with s .
that of sour milk : our smell like

the stalk of

I will bind thee inside the stable with the sturd d
tireless legs of Siah (horse) ; k)

The youths of Kalmat wil] come to see thee,
(But) before their arrival, thou will be totally disfigured
by my sword and the speedy kicks of the horse :

Thou art equal to my slave of Zanjbar origin, whom
thou have killed last year at Des ! :

(And) sprinkled salt and leaves on his dead body,
(Whereas) mosquitoes and fishes had wasted away his
eyes ;

Happy be ye, pearl-like men; my verses are brief (hence
do not fylly portray the story);

A name of o village in Las-bela.



384

The valley of Narmuk remained for centuries as th,
centre of Rind activities, It gave birth to a host of Ripg
heroes, whose chivalric deeds and exciting events bred

multitude of ballad-makers. Among the list,

Hamal Hamal, stands second to nonme, for nope

Rind excelled him in swordmanship and generosity,

He possessed a brain that fed his nerves, ang
could win goal for goal of youth. Valiant and wise, full of
reckless courage, resolute in extreme, not fearing death of

distress, was never found untrue in alliance, amity apg
oath. So grand in form that he was worthy of any woman,
and so majestic in his gesture and gait, that evervbody would
leap to be his friend. As such people bestowed upon him
every proof of honour imaginable. In the first decade of the
seventeenth century, the goodly and pgallant Hamal led a

prosperous life in the village of Deraw in the Narmuk valley,
Hunting was his sovereign leisure. He fell in  love with

a lady named Mihnaz, who was one of the fairest that
any man looked upon. She made Hamal's heart her
vassal Her residence was far off from her lover's village,
and the former had to measure more than seventy
miles to visit her. The never-lust wearied Hamal would
make voyages upon her frequently, and dine his lust.
He ploughed her, and she cropped. Because of some
unavoidable circumstances, Hamal vouchsafed no notice of
her fora certain period ; this disturbed her mind like &
fountain moved, and she herself knew not the bottom.
Suspicion, fear and delicacy, is the handmaid of all women.



285

She suspected that women of Deraw probably
her interest, enthusiasm, and anxiety, but

asstrong as her grief, However,
exasperated that it did make her kick
keep herself within herself, and

lover's absence. Suspecting her lover to be bound unto another
woman, she versed few burning verses and sent to Hﬂma]_
who, infact, loved her by heart and in heart. At last, thig
most active nobleman of his tribe, Hamal, on purpose and
on promise determined to visit her grace soon. One night
with cheerful semblance and sweet majesty, armed himself
with sword and shield, bow and arrows, prepared his swifi
steed, ‘Mal’, and coursed his way towards his beloved. Ip the
dead of night when he was travelling in the bed of Sanni
stream, he met with a lion. The ferocious animal roared at
him for attack. e, immediately, dismounted from the horse,
drew his bow and shot few arrows which struck the lion,
When the lion came too near, he, strut with courage, like a
man of steel, advanced, and with one stroke of his sword,
took his head from him. He severed the paws of the dead
lion, as a proof to show it to Mahnaz and others that he had
killed the lion, and also saved himself but not by running
away like a coward. Early in the morning when he reached
the suburb of his beloved’s village, people saw him and he
narrated the story of his fight with the lion. Some of the
maiden friends of Mihniz, informed her about Hamal's
fight with the lion. Alarmed with fear and anxiety, she
inquired about his lover’s fate, A woman’s fitness comes by

had betrayed
she had no proof
she was go seriously
the sea. She could not
sought no colour for her
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With mine hands dyed red with henna,
I took out wheat from the hair bag ;

Brought it to a female palmist !,

v

I ™

I

(1 said) to the accoucheuse, see in haste my hand ;

See my hand, give me the tidings,

I seek an answer not about my father or brother

I. The Baluchis balieve In suparstitions and sugurial arts, and are
fond of taking omens as Is common among the semicivilizad
races. The person takes with him a handful of wheat and gives It
to the soothsayer, who takes the wh eat, smells it, and finally

starts talling lies of diverss nature,

pretends to tell fortunes by the |ines and marks

the hand,

and often, the forteller
in the palm of
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11.

I
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keen to know about my bosom friend of Kkimgly
| am

iynosition
::Piilime 1simuc:.:: have not seen the brave Hamal the man
n

of SWﬂ'rd ;

Neither comes himself nor sends any confidante,
Nor communicates fragrant lip compliments,
Even not sends one of his house children ;

[ kept on waiting on the road,
(So that) God may send some friendly person ;

Neither 1 saw my friend coming towards this way,
Nor saw | the mare of my friend ;

Either (he has) made a new friend at Deraw 1,

Or his gem mare has become weak and unheeded, or he
has developed quartan fever :

When the palmist saw and read my hand,
(She said) [ see thine friend in perfect health and peace,

Neither his precious mare is weak or unheeded,
Nor has he any quartan fever ;

His heart remains gladdened in fraternal assemblies,
His hand is occupied in financial accounts, pertaining

to the sale and purchase of rams :

A name of & desareed village In the Narmuk valley.
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13.

14.

JIN)

He has made a new ravourite at Deraw,

May his heart ail [rom fraternal assemblies ;

His hand be emply in financial matlers,
And woe be to his weak and worthless mare ;

May it be that a snake bites the new favourite of Deraw
Or mortal influenza or pneumonia seizes her ; :

Hamal heard and heeded the above burning verses

He knew that without his association, the course of

his beloved's life was bound in shallows and in utter miseries

Hamal composed the following poem in reply;
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Gad knows that powerful elements have stopped -
visit to (thee),

The summer rains and clouds proved great Emp.mimmtsl
the flooded streams are like lions that roar in betweep,

After her (beloved’s) message, I started preparation fo

my journey,

(Said 1) Mare dear eat [reely from nose-bag full of corn,
‘(And) with patience lend thine ears and heart to (b,
message of the mistress (beloved),

Arming myself with arms, 1 saddled the mare (Mal) ;
I brushed the back of the mare with my white wrapper -

Then placed the saddle on the elephant like back of the
mare;

Tied the saddle-girth with ardent hopes, for the sweet-
heart into her mouth,

And mounting placed my feet in the bronze stirrups ;
The black mare's fascinating canter soon sent me
into a state of ecstasy,

Both of us forgetting the world and all worldliness ;

Mal (the mare) and the shamer of moon (the beloved)
are alike dear to me,
(However) Mal is less dearer than the shamer of moon;
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8. The shamer of moon jg valued fo

] . F nightly comforts,
Mal for its eagle-like flighys :

y. 'When I reached the mou of the Sann;j 1 "
holding in one hand Majs reins
with the other giving a twist

ream,
of coloured leather and

10 my royal moustaches .
10. Suddenly the deer-neckd black

¥ blenched ang flinched,
Boggled and lowered her tail

along with tail bapg
1. Ina blue funk the blacky dowp
Herat brand reins,

Turning restive moves backward byt budges not forward;
12. 1 glanced with my alarmed eyes,
There arose in front of me a black image

13. 1 said unto my heart, that
embankment of an inclose

Or I thought it to be a by

it may be g breach in the
d field (caused by torrent),
Int tree trunk ;

14.  Either a Jamaljz cowherd in

search of his lost cow,
Or a herdsman with his tatt

ered clothes :

15. This 1 knew not that it was a robust lion,

Lurking on the cross way in the look-out for us :

l. A name of village situated nearly twenty miles south of Dhadar.

% Jamali tribe Is one of the famous Baluch tribes, and they eccupy
that part of the Nasirabad tehsil which Is irrigated by the Kirthar

Canal. Before the opening of the Sind Canals the tribesmen led a
nomadic life, living on the produce of their flocks.




16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

I. It s the name of

308

muster up courage [ said to mvself) Thou coward |
lose the gem of a mare,
with only the haversack and water

(To
thou art going 1o
By running home
skin ;

women-folk will sure blind their eyes Dy excessive
beating in horror of s
And will offer you on
(Never a worthy welcome).

g of lion, thou art mistaken,
ay with haversack and

hame :
ly a mat of dwarf palm to sit omn

No, thou offsprin
| am not the one that runs aw

waterskin on shoulders ;
Nor am [ one that women-folk may offer uncere-

moniously an ordinary mat to sit on,

Nor the one for whose shame women may lose their eyes.

[ am the younger brother of that man ;
Known as Hoth who once with one stroke of his
trenchant sword cut into two pieces two lions together,
The cairn in the defile between the cliffs at Kalchat *is a

living evidence of the event ;

I shouted, and the lion roared,
The roaring of the lion shook the young plants (of

Prosopis spicegera) Wwith such force that fruits would

have fallen from fruit bearing trees;
an old wall situated on the fellside of the

mountain west of the Narmuk valley. Hamal's elder brother

once killed with his sword a lien on the top of the hill bordering
this well. In memory of this event, Hamal’s brother made 8

pile of stones on the spat, which can be seen to this day.
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23,

24,

23.

26,

27.

28,

20,

30,

384

| dismouuted) and spread a lengthy sheet of cloth on
l.

the ground, _ |

Fiﬂid on it in a line, the splitters of liver, the arrows,

arrows which 1 could shoot from the snake-like
i:jllrdm:r my bow, the lion took them on his chest,

Chest up the lion attached but staggeringly,

The lion fell from its previous fury and strength :
One leg of the lion already broken

The sword in the dark-grey sheath on my side started
groaning now to be pulled out,

(Ofcourse) the sword whetted by Allan, the renown

blacksmith_ called for no anxiety—always dependable :
Hands would never tremble nor would heart shake
using it

I decided to let off the silvery edge on the place,
Where sheep are tied with rope (1 determined to strike
the lion on the neck)

I severed the lion's head as easily as men cut down the
crops of corn,

The shepherds and herdsmen conveyed the news to the
people ;

Some ignorant persons
beloved) that Hamal
with each other :

informed the villagers (of my
and lion were seen fighting

Hamal

§ black mare was seen neighing on the top of a
hillock,

the rein fell loosely on the ground ;
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32.

33.

34.

33.

36.

37.

38.

39.

400

A beautiful woman in the village loudly started Er}rjngl'
With her hands red wilth hinna, started beating her

thighs and imperious head ;

Alas! | should notuave lived nor should my name

survived,
That 1 put Hamal in a fatal mghtly expedition ;

Her younger sister solaced her,

(Saving) that lovers and lions that prey are ever engaged
each against other in bloody feuds ;

Hamal will come, and God will bring him,

He will sever the lion's right paw, will bring it here
and tie it with the craddle of thy son ;

[ severed the right paw of the lion,
Bound it to the saddle-bow of the mare (mal);
So that one of the acquaintances may not uglify one’s

brag mouth,
(And) of one’s own conceit, speak falsely ;

That the swift and long jumps of the black mare, have
saved the life of Hamal from the crushing teeth of
the markhor eater ;

I soon returned back and traced my previous track,
The lion was lying upside down in a low uneven place;
A swarm of small black ants will soon besiege its
proud mouth,

No more the lion will eat the stags of the Sori ! stream ;

Sori stream is situated on the south of Bibl MNani passing near the
fallside of the Zamurrl mountalin.
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40, O} the cows of Sind, having flower-like tails,
. (And) the thick-haired deers of the vales ;

Ribbed and walled in with rocks unscaleable, Baluchistan
when ruled by the foremost Baluch tribe, the Rinds, during

the fifteenth and sixteenth century, was a world by itself.
After the fall and fiasco of the Rind master-

Bilich dom, the Rind nobles lost courage and
Gorgezh, capacity to stand against a falling fabric.
Amidst utter confusion, some of the chiefs,

grouped several clans under their sword, but that too lasted
for a short period like the flicker of an extinguishing candle,
During the end of the sixteenth century, a part of the Buledi
tribe peopled some parts of the present Marri and Bugti
territory. Few members of the Gorgezh clan of the Nihini
tribe too lived in the neighbourhood of Omri mountain near
Singsila, a place in Bugti area. One of the Buledis, possessing
herds of sheep and goat, came to Dodd Gorgezh, and lived
under his protection. He had mno issue, from his wife,
Sammi, a woman of character and capacity. Her husband
died, and Doda pawned his honour for her safety and
security. After few days her deceased husband's relatives
came to distribute the herd. Doda as wise as honest, kept
a part of the herd for Sammi, and this act vexed and
venomed the Buledis, who one day came and robbed the herd
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of Sammi. Doda pursued the robbers, and met them a1 4
nlace known as ‘Garm Af." Fierce fight ensued between (hem,
Dodi with his keen-edged sword [vught 50 bravely thay
nature seldom saw such noble fury in so poor a thing, but at
last, he was killed with every joint a wound, and the next day
was buried in the same place. Second lime again the
Buledis made a raid on the camp of Rais, the cousin of
Doda. and plundered his herd, Rais alongwith his brothers,
K swari, Tots, Murid, Soman and Chandram, dogged the
Buledi marauders and crossed swords with them, but all of
them were sworded by the raiders. Balich son of Hassan,
the only surviving brother of Doda, remained among the
family to avenge their blood. He had none to patronage his
feud and fury. A man of buxom valour, Balach, did not
want to live safest in shame, and drown his grief in tears,
He went to the shrine of Sakhi Sarwar, near Dera Ghazi
Khan, to implore his spiritual succour, and remained there
for three vears. One night in the dream, the great saint asked
him to go and avenge his brother and relatives blood. He
came back to Singsild, and by ordinance of times and by
custom avowed to avenge his relatives, and determined to
fight till the last gasp. He unscabbarded his sword and
kissed it. Sword is an oath o a Baluch, and oaths must
have their course. His sole half-blooded and half-brother,
Nagibo, too swore to join his faith and fidelity with Balach.
Besides others, Balach wanted to murder the Buledi chief,
Bivragh, a gilt counterfeit. a man with too much blood and
too little brain. Treason and murder ever kept together. AS
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Bilich was alone, and had to face 4 iribe, so he often secretly
encountered Buledi individuals and murdered the one who
came across. Accordingly, throughout his life, applying hi
and hide tactics, he had widowed and unchilded many Buled;
families, and nearly killed siXty men of the enemy. For g
short time, following the mirror of all Baluch hemeg, he
gave truce unto his revenge, and ip the meantime, majority
of the Buledi tribesmen Permanently migrated towards Sing,
In his crabbed age, when his heart was

and his age weak, he gave the doom of
In life's uncertain voyage, the Buledis one day at Ladaw near
Thrathani area of the present Marri lerritory, caught him
accidently while he was asleep in 3 lonely place, Bave him 1o
the sword, and the case of that blood thirsty spiri became
cold,

heavy, his nerves dull,
death for great price.

Balach was

a distinguished poet.
different poems,

his feuds with the Buledi
Poems, if any have been lost, His One poem became loo
famous in the world of Baluch literature_ and i has added
much grace to i glory as a hero, though many Baluch

after  him, had displayed far

He versed in three
5. The rest of his

more
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Baluch world with loud report. The philosophy of Baluch
amity and enmity, the precept and practice of Baluch warriory,
and the use and abuse of peace, plenty and power, is beauti.
fully described in his poems. The language is throughout

forceful, and the simile and parables, fascinating. Free from

artificiality and far-fetched conceptions, the entire verses are

simple, natural, and original.
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The mountains are the forts of Baluchis,

The peaks are better than any army ;

The lofty heights are our (helpful) neighbours,
The pathless gorges our comrades ;

Our drink is from the flowing springs,
Our cup the leal of the dwarf-palm ;

Our bed the prickly cucumis,
The ground we make our pillow ;

My white sandals are my sieed,
The select arrows are my sons ;

The pointed poniard serves in place of my son-in-law,
For my brother | may take the firm and broad
shield ;



10,

I

13.

14
to

16,

18,

)6

For My distinguished father the wide-wounding sworg,
The houndless ravines are our storehouse ;

Those who execute vengeance for blood,
Sleep on the charp edge of gorges :

Nagibo and 1 went yesterday,
halted in the evening at a place ;

We saw the house of a poet, like a chemist fit to
prepare elixir, he was well-versed in the art of poetry,

We conversed with each other for a while,
He reciled a new poem ;

Bivragh added in the poem a reproach,
Bivragh, have thee wit within thy head :

To run away in this manner is against the Baluch
tradition,

Thou had on thy head the blood of my seven men :

OF my mountain-like, grand royal brothers, Samiin and

Doda are with thee besides Chandram and the brave

Qadiri, Tota and the graceful Murid, Rais,
in forefront

pa

the fighter
1 of fighting line, thou have killed without
YIng any heed to their dead bodies i

[:hﬁ‘-’t not given thee batile like a jackal
Like a lion | have smashed (he enemy;
Neither | POssess g

steed worth a thousand rupees

and massive army ;
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and

20.
.

21,

23,

24.

23,

26.

2?\

28.

19,

410

I only depend on my sole head, every night like sumpgr
ol

louds, 1 prepare 10 give thee fight, and, likewig,
CIOUQS,
act ngainst t

he evil-workers ;

' . dEI‘El’S:] 10 & “’ﬂ.'fl'
- 1 will treat your enemies (mur .
E: gan:cs a falcon bounce OVET the flocks of pigeons,

As does Simoom (a hot & dry wind) dries up small ponds,
As does swine devastale unripe crops.

As a goat knashes down the tender branches of prosopis
spicigera. |
As a wolf feeds himself on a long tailed lamb.

As a Med ! catches and brings the fishes out of water,
Thine youths are prone to sleep in tents ;

They enjoy sleep with pearl-like flowers (their beautiful
wives),

Steeds worlh thousands remain tied carelessly ;

(And) are in a miserable condition under the ordinary
shed,

Bivragh, thou speak, as if, thou know not ;

Amidst thy people, thou say,
that Dodi's death was preordained by God -

I was fated, only to be blamed,
Bivragh, thou art g great cheat :

By the help of the Almi
the sharp edge of I? mighty God

eslerad 0qibo's sword has massacred many

Tha M .
s trr:f::,." " blg tribe on the coast of Makuran, and they are




+11

The town and tribe of Kalmai apd Kalmatj
special note i the Baluch intelleciyg] and mj
The tribe of Kalman produced revereg men of
with honours, and Lallah was
He had planted hig honours j
eyes, and lis actions ip
Grénaz middle of the

claim a

litary camp,

name, loaded
Lallzh n his people’s
and their hearts during the

sevenicenth Century. He wag g
true-born gentleman, 4 man of sovereign
parts, glonous in arms_ full of quality, w,

ell Composed with
ifts of nature, bold as an oracle, and flowi
and sincerity, Baran,

n life, a maid of
ajesty, ever kept her honour ag pure

as unsoiled lily, Boih Lillah and Grinaz from their childhood
had greay liking and |oye for each other. When Lallah was

in the vein of chivalry, he extended bis wish to Baran to
husband hig daughter,

Erace and complete

His efforts, at length, proved
Fruitful‘ and Biran pive the virginal palm of his daughter 1o
him, and thus he succeeded

1o buy each other with many
sighs. In the prime of youth, Lallah was very cool and

tourteous, but as he developed in age and experience. he
Erew from map 1 dragon, and proved g dread for any head
that challenged i might. One of the families of La.s-l:'n::la
had cultivated animosity dgainst Biran, and both families
became fagy foes, Qnpe day the rival family, an enemy of
craft and vantage, challenged Baran on the field, and the
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atter with his sons armed themselves to meet the foe,
atter 1 intent, Lallah with his servant who was.ﬂhement as
o ' d with his father-in-law. The

bard, joined his swor .
“:1::: 1~:;:lftlh:ui'ﬂ:w.':ﬁ:t:l them. The fight started with bare clash
L+

of steel, both parties fought dragon-like, Lallah h_mughl
tembling upon the enemy who felt his adg:e. Ftale. ruin met
many in the face, but the umpire of men’s miseries, dealh,
overwhelmed Baran and his sons. The sad news reached
Griniz but she did not pour drops of salt. Lallah was
stronger carth than others. He received several  honour-
owing wounds, from toe to top he was a thing of blood,
He fell unconscious from his horse, His faithful servant
who had good judgement of horsemanship, saw this fateful
scene, mounted Lallih on the horse, and hurried back to
Bardn's house, and stopped outside his residence. In the
meantime, Granaz in her blaze of wrath broke her mind in
words, and started to rebuke and reproach, gall and
gleek her husband about his cowardice to abandon the

battlefield, leaving behind her father and brothers dead,

Moreover, she steeled her heart and dig not mourn in

hidden victe though she knew her husband’s hooded and
€S and valour, yet she vowed with integrity that

all 7
o :Eem Lallih as her father and brother
rﬂﬂfﬂ:ldﬂ:. kLallih heard all, digested this
’ AcK to his K
sent rep| Az i .
PlY o Grangz jn firy verg avnwing' Thl:t fl:ﬁni the{t
€ 100 In

future shay '
rec consider her gy his sjst
overed from his woyp ®f.  Afterwards when he

ds,

till the day of
harsh indignity,

es,
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the former lions of his blood. He shook their tents about
heir ears, and beat them to their wives. Later on, when the
;nvcrnmant of patience brought before her hard facts, Granzz
felt confident that her husband fought like ferocious lion, and
full of valour did hear himself in the fight and made plentiful
wounds_ till he stilled to unconsciousness. Granaz afterward
repented of his vow and folly, and desired fervently her duty
and zeal to Lallah’s unmatched being. There could be no
neare debt in all humanity as wife

Likewise, Time-the common arbitrator,
know his mistake,

and breath a vapour
arficle of faith, To

1s to the husband.
petitioned Lallh to
To the commonalty vows are but breath
., but a Baluch considers a vow as ap
legalise again the union of the husband
and the wife, bacame a pressing problem of
To give their repentance and rage balm

of the tribe joined their heads, for the issue came to the

arbitrement of reason ani religion. Thr sad and solemn

priests solved the problem, both wer

¢ coupled together as
husband apd wife, again their comforts thrived, and in time

0 come passed their days pzacefully under the blessed
breeding sup,

grave concern.
» Several learned men

The whole srory is portrayed in pure poetry, and Lalldh
has marked his mark asa poet of parts and distinction. The
language of the poem is throughout classical, and the thm:gh_t:,
Similies and parables are sublime, systematic and EPIH'dI:_'
True Baloch spirit and sense had been clothed in true Bnh.'lr; ;
languagt. without any exaggeration and euphuism.

: . : its highest degree, and
POem contains fervour and passion to its hig
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surpasses in the fervent glow and exceeding beauty of it
diction, its smooth and elegant style. We find, a burning
rapture and well-nigh ethereal exaltation which give the poetry
of Lallah, a unique placein Baluch classical literatyre,
Besides Lallah, Granaz has too shown her weight and
worthiness as a poztess, and her verses must be commended
for the purity, polish and pleasantness of her style. She,
however, wished that her husband, Lallih, should have
plunged into bravery and acquitted himsell like a brave man
from the field. She sends in verse the following message to
her husband :
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and
10,

8
and
12,

417

Lend me thine cars, ye, the
(Hitherto) no such businesg

Lallah, all thy friengs with Perfumed
locks, with waists thi

and Chlangleq
o like bow  are Cxcellent mep of
word ;

musky and eh

I'il:i'IJE La“ah;
has OCCupied

I]‘IE:;

Till recently | eXtolled

thin'ﬂ hl‘ﬂ\hﬂ ry
friends ;

Amongst my close

Témove my broag

greasing the Ornaments, w

» €4arrings, and after
pot

N & worthlesg

Into pieces my
always get my eyes on
the fortified house of the Cnemy (to' execute fierce
Ye€Ngeance op the f oe) ;

Lallah, thy comrades told me, (that) Lallzh deserted
the battlefielq ;

(That thou) toiled stre
Mal (horse),
Tunning with

nuously on the stirrups of the
untiringly flogged the horse, kept the horse
the strokes of the heels of shoes :

5-
(Thou) straight directed thy steed tnwardlﬂ ﬂ::e nTh:n
Picuous house of Baran, ()il e ?m:r: like thy
of Birin's family (including mysel }“ﬁt i
Sisters, for thou hast not sacrificed th:mth&fﬂf
€arringed youths including my august



14.

15.

16
and
17.

418

My brothers Were peer o princes,

both were writhed before thine eyes ;

uthfuls of blood from their mouths

dripped on their moustaches and
acd Eili' agony turned sides like fish

They spitied mo

the showers of bl
fine beards, (and) throu

out of water ;

Whenever the uproar of battle uproues and brave mecn
grapple with their foes, they forget the shamers of moon,

the beautiful beloveds ;

(Thou were not fighting), ye were thinking of the
company of lovely ones, the cool and comfortable Bouse
of the far-famed Barin, the fun and frolic of unsullied
virgins, above all my moony face embellished with
earrings ;

Lallih, my belly took a sudden turn just like the
swift winding of a snake,
(Henceforth, imagine me as thy mother) from whose

pmr?inr.nl breast thou have sucked milk, and steadily
cherished on her respected thighs :

Thou, Lallah, will be
; ’ » (hereafiery |ik ad
brother to my goiden B ) like a father an



The above Verses were 4 grave vituperation for Lallgh,

. oroved a far-reaching weapon to rouse his spirit for
lll-IEllf Eenj;#ﬂ"‘c“‘ Brave ir heart, Lallih is brave in mind.
: ﬂ'le of language, in power and grace of sentiments, his
r::igniﬁc:nt poem which he sent to Granaz in reply, claim a

. gpecial significance.
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1.

and

and
10,

425

The pearl-like perfumed one, give patient hearing,

The beautiful soul, | have not shown idleness in my
actions, hereunto ;

The brave and the coward can be easily distin guished,
The proof of those who fought bravely do not vanish -
The coward with his shamelegs tongue lives ever in
disgrace, for he holds the body dear than his honour ;

1 determined to save the lives of thy earringed brothers,
but superior forces made me unsuccessful ; One has

to submit to the fury of superior forces, (and) past
blood feuds must remain unavenged (till

favourable
occasion ;
The fury of formidable arms even seal the doom of
kings,

(And)pave way on the heads of untamed stallions :
Three or four things lack sincerity,

A woman, however, beautiful likea houri is accessible
for marriage to someone ;

If there is a horse worth a lac of rupees,

Anybody (other than the owner) can mount over the
saddle ;

5

If a man gives himself to cheat. he will at the best utter
a lie, likewise a woman given to cheat, will succeed to

get a paramour ; (however) I believe thee not though
thou live in peace in the comfortable house of thy father;



I
and
12.

13.

14.

13.

16.

17.

18.

. The classical poets praised few things distinctly l.e. the swords

426

0, the dove of Kalmatis, both wings of the enemy

alongwith the war loving Magasis attacked me, seyeq

times my chestnut steed and | assaulted them ;

Amidst the confusion, I slipped from the saddle to the
silken manes of the chestnut, and also from the silver

saddle of the horse ;

it scemed as if the black steed and I were sailing amidst

the thick of the enemy ranks,
I employed my seven weapons of war against the foe ;

My nitid sword broke, [ had only the hilt in my hand,
The Khurasanian shield was blown to bits by the stroke

of swords ;

The Seistinian ! helmet broke as under,
Fourteen piercing arrows pierced my body ;

Besides the fresh wounds caused by the strokes of
swords, the entire body is marked with wounds to the
extent that I cannot point out any unwounded part

of my body even with my nails ;

Even then [ held the sword in my hand,
(and) desired to renew my attack on the enemy ;

of

Isfahan and India, the steeds of ‘Iraq" the shields of Khurasah.
and the ornamental decoration of silken clothes of Herat
manufectory.



19.

20

21.

22,

23,

24,

25,

26.

447

Bul my dark-skinned slave dismpunted me and whipped

my horse 10 run away,
Through sympathy held my head and hands ;

My brothers carried me on a stretcher from the field
to my house, my mother and sisters with aff licted hands
placed me inside under coverlet, carpets and pillows ;

Just like the gushing of spring from a hard rock,
The blood and pus together gushed out from my

wounds ;

The sons of concubines with secret and sacred hands
poured hot oil on my gaping wounds ;

On the seventh day early in the morning,
The severely wounded horse began to fret because of
extreme pain, its head burst out ;

My heart and stony liver melted away at the death of
my stout animal ;

O Granaz, the logs of wood of the tamarisk tree are
better than thee,

They are brought from distant places by the flooded
streams ;

They are superb as being burnt during sweet assemblies,
Neither gale move them nor flood can take them av iy,



A5

25,

29.

30
to

32.

33.

34.

35.

i,

37.

+28

Vv brothers bring them on their broad and courteous
sh‘aulders (and burn them dunng the whole night),
They burn alongwith with the painful burning of my
deadly wounds, (and) keep on giving light like an
illuminating candle ; '

Jim Tsmail has a hurt on his shoulder, a bruise caused
by collecting and carrying logs of wood ;

Grinag, if thou cover thyself with a thin sheet of cloth,
(And) accordingly look like a youngling of a deer ;

(Whereas) if thou come and sit on my left side, and
then lift up one side of my coverlet ; see my fresh
wounds again, thou would cry what happened ‘to

thee ? Ye mad man ; why thou hast made thyself the
target for piercing borers 7

If T do not die this time and survive from mortal
wounds,

I shall not be like cold water to the bloody foes ;

If stones melt inside deep wells,
Then men might forget revenges :

Neither stones melt inside deep wells,
Nor can revenge vanish from the hearts of men ;

Till a course of two hundred vears, the revenges remain

:{n the hearts of brave men as fresh as lively yearling
Bar;

WLtI:.m a time of one year, 1 endeavoured to regain my
Previous princely

prowess, for 1 had to f: 165
héiRd 1o Bt ; ad to face my enemi
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. To revenge the murder of thy stubborn and fair-faced
18, ?
brothers,

| went in haste and blocked the ravine of the Miilld

pass ;

49, | have avenged the murder of thine brothers ,
Have cleansed the black spot from my snowy sheet ;

40 Graniz (thou) will be like a sister to my cups of wine
ill the day of peace and resurrection,

The interesting and enchanting story of this couple is
well-known among the Baluchis of Makuran, Las-bela and
Persian Baluchistan, Kiya was a Baluch of the bluest blood
and a resident of Bahaw in Persian Baluchisian. A noble

Baluch of blood and quality, a very valiant

Kiya and man in faith, replete with graces, free from
Sado vanity and vain-glorious pride, he had in
him all the virtues of a genuine leader. He

possessed big herds of camel and sheep. For a long period,
Bihaw was invaded by famine. All the meadows and pasture
lands dried because of scarcity of rain, and in the entire
plains nota shoot of vegetation was found. Kiya migrated
alongwith his herd towards Makuran, and pitched his tent at
Kalmat port, near the residence of Siyiho, the headman of
one of the clans of the Kalmati tribe. Filled from face to
foot of utmost gentleness, Siyaho, received the new emigrant

with great respect. Siyaho had one daughter, Sado, a
sweet, fair-faced, innocent girl, stiff-chaste against  all suut,
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never abused the Property and pride
hood. Such was her arresting figure 1
plucked plzasure from her

his daughter

Was betrotheg
to Sado

After few months, Kiya with his herd, repaired lo

his native land_ Dashtiari and Sado remained with her
father. Things won are done Amidst his wordly affairs,
Kiya, neglected his marriage with his bride, and his great
fortunes proved his chief afflictions. During this long separa
lion, Sado, serile with idleness, practised her eves with tears,
and persecuted time with hope, but after all, tired of expecta-
lion and tugged with fortune, she, as sweet as sharp. lost
hope by time. Al the commodities and other implements of
marriage gol worn out by the tide and tyranny of time Her

beauty and youth which were valuable commodities lost
the charm

With lying for being kept, it was lost like
delicate fruit in an insalubrious dish, are like 1o putrily
untasted. The long separation and Keva's  neglect
defeated  her youth,  yearning and  utility, but,

never lainled her love  She never wore the print of Kiya's
Femembrance oyt The f;

air bargain caught cold because of
Kiya's negligence. and frustrated Siyiho, who felt the
beggary of Kiya's change and negligence, and in due course
of me, he Made preparations 10 marry his daughier t_"
another nobleman of his fumily, A{ length, lodged in despaif
and fear, Sado, whose ambition was pot yel dry, “_-‘-“‘ '_*
message with words, vows, lears, and love's full sacrifice Iil

-
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her supreme crown of grief, Kiya. The megsep
out the pack of matter, the 800d and hag in hj
very heart, Curdied hig blovd 4
ge of tears, his mirth wgg tun
but 1o the brave ang the true nething g

disappointing, Kiya sirongly fely his mistake an
There is always danger in delay, and i
Overwhelmed with g Powerful g

BET poureq
S  The

nd perplexed
ed tg moan,
difiiculy ard

message touched at

rew

ghts, The eXpedition of pig
fervent love eclipsed Patience and Teason. Madpess 15 the
splendour of this life, i

Sado. He POssessed g m
dary, named ‘Shilling’, far.
speed and shape, For
was left

POSt to post, valley

to valley and village tg Village like 4 tornedo, for he had

tooted in this land already, Throughout his journey, he
avoided the main routes, for his rival Party signed in his
spoil, stood on his way. After a swift and

he reached the neighbourhood of Sado’s house. When the
poring dark filled the vast vessal of (he world, he F._ECTL%H::" sent
message to Sado and messaged the fruitful 1if:ling in h“. Eﬂ:ﬂ
to get ready for flight. She deferred no time, immediate ¥

stubborn jo urney,
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pestowed hersell with speed, pul L‘nlm't in her Cht‘f‘-k‘. and
od (o fly oflin order Lo meet irer fair end and join the
dearcst partner af her degrest life, I]u.lh .nm.ur!‘m:d on Shilling
and started the journey buck to Dashtifiry, hiding from waitch
(o watch, from camp o camp, from lm.l to tent iﬂmd tribe 1o
rribe through the foul womb ol night without taking any rest
or sleeping one wink. When the night fled .and removed its
black cloak that veiled the carth, he, proved Iumssil‘"fﬂ_rlunate lo
step between sun and sun over his own land crystalline. Early
in the morning, Siyaho and his men traced the footsteps, and
judged from the width of the steps and speed of the dl‘ﬂl.'f'll'.'.-
dary to be of Shilling and none else. After few days, Kiya
sealed his marriage ceremony with full grace and glory, and
for a short-lived period lived peacefully, and ill office never
troubled the bed of blessed marriage. After three years,
Sado’s brother to retaliate his venom and vengeance came (0
Dashtiari and succeeded in absconding Kiya's sister. Accord-
ingly animosity and conflict arose between the two families,
but soon some of the elders of the rival clans with all their
wits, pains and strong endeavours, patched the quarrel, framed
4 convenient peace and succeeded to bring both clans face
to face, eye toeye in an atmosphere of peace and friendship.
The whole story is portrayed in verse in the form of a dialogue
h_f:lw:en Sado and Kiya, The language of the poem is very
simple, fluent and free from exagperation and pedantic

h -
Prfﬂﬂﬂﬂlﬂﬂy Which is patent 1o oriental poets and masters
Of pen. Sado in her

CMISSAry g bird, 1o con

I“‘fl"lﬂl

poetic imajenation selects 88 her -_. ;
ey her messape to Kiyd, and

" L LR
- i}
g

-rr"vfa ]
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accordingly, she endeavours

to win the confidence of the bir d.
allures, attracts and

tames it, and then tutors it regarding the
situation of Kiya's residence, his place of assembly, his form

and  figure; and finally, conveys and seals the message
with burning complaints :
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10,

red eyes and Bracefy|
wings |

Vhat art thouy doing while Silling there
(The bird h.:phfg} 1 : ey
gran ;

i1 callegy Eram from the

Stalks of rice, (and) take
happy morsels of the season of spring (enjoy the
*eason of spring) J
Hungry | remain while caling sma)| fruits of Anabgsig
multifiers, which ATe sultable for smaly ants
Come thoy (bird) near the dour of my hut,

Vll give the

¢ perfumed graine :
(D) will feed

€& with graing
my head scarf

SPread on ope corner of
(and) provide thee water from a silver cup ;
Imagine my  shoulderg

as thy resting place
high €rests, ang my bl

Instead of
ack tangled locks
(of Crest) .

45 the shade

Whenever thou

desire to fly back;
Coo, and | shall

tome to know :
L will gild op t

hy beak with gold ;
Emblazop thy

wings with silver ;
Will explain to th

ee description of a territory,
A place which i

named Bihaw 1 H



11,

L2

13,

14,

13.

16,

17.

1.

19,

438

Near the downward side of Bahaw,
there is @ stream originating from a distant source ;

There is a deep well of which the wager i
sweet as that of the well of Zamzam ', near it hand.
a wayfaring-tree with single trunk;

The assemblies are held in three rows,
In one sit the fighting men, in the other common Baluchis,

And then the imperious Kalmatis ;
All sit together and hold discourse,

The assembly includes a man, dressed in flowery garb

Seemingly best attired among the men clothed in flowery
garbs,
Kiya is ever distinct in apparel ;

His waist has become thin by frequent girding of
bullet pouch,

The shoulders too (have grown thin) because of ¢onstant
weight of the shield ;

With a coo, coo sit on his turban,
Take him aside from his friends :

In a pleasing voice whisper in his ear the message,
that thine friend has sent thee compliments ;

Thou (Kiya) had promised to come back after ten days,
(henceforth) four years had run its course ;

The name of the sacred v
of the M city
of Al-Macea, e Muslims, in the holy
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20. O Kiya, evil-disposed thou ary,
thou art coming bul never appear ;

21, Yearling lambs have grown to ful] sheep,
Unweaned camels have become lusty ;

22, The rams reserved for marriage have become old,
The fine flour became the lot of worms ;

23, Henna have been wasted away by birds,
The teeth of thy bride have fallen :

24. (If) thou hath made a pew friend, (1) pray for her
death, may headache overiake her mother,

25, An headache commingled with malignant cough, besides
a slow fever may overwhelm her :

26,

However no harm should fall on thy head, for it will
be an irreparable loss 10 me,

Kiyd receives the message, and with eagerness and
aclivity prepares for the journey. Kiyd paints the descrip-
tion of his journey, etc. in the following verses :

ORSST (3o e
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[ received the message of Sado through 'Hrﬂ}rfamrs;

(1) ordered the cobbler to immediately make a pajr o

shoes,
The tailor to get me ready new garments;

From the herd of camels, I looked for Shilling!,

For three days | made a hectic search,
After all Shilling was separated from the herd ;

| washed the dromedary in a pond of sweat water,
made it sit on a soft (sandy) place, cleansed the body

with handkerchiefl ;

(I) took the flower studded rein of the camel (and)
adjusted it to the silver nose-button ;

The girls fixed the riding saddle (headgear, breastband
and crupper),
and placed under the saddle cotton scarf of Bihaw :

Near the bank of Anikaro?, 1 mounted the green
swift camel ;

(Because of swift spzed) the lips of the camel began
to play up and down,

the hoofs began to dance Jike {dancing} girls :

Within a shont time, T Jeft
Sdrtn?* ;

I The name of his famous d romedary,
1. A name of a ril] In the Nigor valley,

L Anameeof, narrow
the Migor valley, valley near the fellside of the mountain In

behind the unpropitious
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10 Entered Arakara and qpe I

. €58 exlended Nigor 1
and Aur?, the valley of Shankan; 3 EOr !, (then

Hb » the stream of Karwat ¢
1. With its lengthy source, tpe mountain of Zers i,
plain of Baganijs®,

12, (I) kept on travelling ke

13. The Kalmatis had blocked the

; passage,
(I cautioned the dmmedar}r} be cautious Shilling, be
cautious ;

4. Shilling stumbled ang rose again,

I angrily gave him g lash (Saying) ;

Zardo the famous dromedary had logged it on crawling
legs-bound ;
The long distance from Bahaw

Lo prosperous Bela
while you had made the span with

lwo stops ;

I. The nameofa valley twelve

miles nerth of Gwadar port,
+ A name of a plain in the Nigor valley,

A name of a village between Sur and Kappar.

A village on the eastern end of Kulanch valley, fifty miles on

the
Morth-west of Pasni port

5. A mountaln five miles south of MNalent.

6. An exteded plain near the scream of Shanzanl.

7. It is situated at a distance of four miles from Kandasol.

B. A pass at a distance of seven miles from Las-bela.
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At length Kiya reaches the residence of Sado, 44

alarms her as such;

aB'T -sLS::'_I'.B I

I. Art thou asleep, or awake my friend,
Rise my respectful Sado ;

2, Asleep is the celebrated fairy-like Sado,
Asleep is she inside the sacred hut ;

3. 1 have come secretly,
Open thy big cup-like eyes ;

Sado awakes suddenly and in ste

m amazement finds Kiya,
at her side.

Her spontaneouys response will be:
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Thou brave dogmatic Kiya,
Thou honey with your unexpected coming ;

Thou should have forewarned me,
I would have called forth the Memon (shopkeeper) ;

Would have purchased things costing hundred rupees,
(and) would have assembled all the girls of the hamlet ;

Would have scattered and distributed musk and
perfumes among close COmpanions ;
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5. Would have perfumed my twin locks,
Had brightened mY¥ face like a lighted candle;

Kiya rejoins with ecstatic Joy and jeer ;
' | s
B9 S N ._;..1_,) |
. b
|y (gue® Ve o8¢ o

Sk 38 sy gt P
B e 95 & Jou8 Ol

1. I need not musk and perfumes,
I need only thine sole self ;

9. Thine sole head and graceful form,
Thou only art my sole desire ;

Beauty, age, love and friendships, etc, are subjects all
to envious and culminating time. After the marriage of Kiya
and Sado, fortune and fate soon rebelled against both. In
the absence of Kiya, Sado fell sick, the disease licked up his
noble blood. Kiya was away on a journey towards Makuran
and Milla in Jhalawan, He reached only to see her dying
Kiya, later on, composed a heart burning elegy on the death
of Sado. Ttis reproduced below as one of the best ever writtel.
In fact, the clear and calm sorrow and sympathy which the

elegy breathes lie outside the pale of all the poets of Baluchi

language, as it is wholl
y free from ; AP d
exaggeration : poetic artifice an
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I, Yesterday when [ travelled through the heart-soothing
valley of Kech, _
I'had with me the fleet-fooled chestnut horse of Kachhi:
A spirited and well-fed ambling horse ;

I was coming through the mouth of the Malla pass;
[ had with me pomegranates with some cardamon ;

I saw Mir Sahsk coming towards me,
with my mouth BCCUStom

N ed to the eating of cardamon
(Le. with my perfumed

mouth), I inquired from him ;
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11
and
12,
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whether auspicious Or unauspicious,
welcome 1o thee Mir Sahak,

He (Sahak) said, Kiya, leave the news about thy
friends, lest it should fall heavy on thy heart :

The ruby-like Sado has fallen ill and is crying in
distress,

(She) lies yelling in the rill near Bihaw

She is suffering the pangs of child-birth,
If a son is born, he will have formidable hands ;

In case a daughter is born, a moon will lurk in her
face,

Moon in her face, and a sun on the parting of hair
(to enlighten the world) ;

Under compulsion 1 took leave from my close compa-
nions,

And inflicted on Shilling a stroke with stick ;

May thou Shilling assume extraordinary strength and
speed

Dead or alive thou deprive me not of the view of my
bossom friend (Sado) ;

ithi i f the huts,
I reached within the precincts Of . |
Heard the despairing yells of the thick-haired beloved ;

i ear
If thou (Sado) survived and died not, every ¥

will free slaves from toil ;
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15.

186,
and
17.

18.

19,

21,
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| have already determined in the way 10 make fre,

ghilling for thy sake,

| the Jasmine had developed a wasting disease

But alas
hering of ripe lemon ;

and withered like the wit

withdrew His beautiful gift,

The Almighty
d took her dead body to a narrow

Poeple assem bled an

ravine of Bandgah (for ablution);

Removed (from her corpse) the necklace and stringed
Jasper, the bracelet and stringed beads of silver around
the wrist, rings from the forefingers, ring in septum and

ring in nostril of the thin and straight nose, from both
ankles, the anklets, resembling like the head of a snake ;

The well-rounded (beloved) was placed thereafter on
the ground, (and) cloaked within white sheets ;

aB:;thers‘tnnk the Corpse on their dear shoulders,
carried away to a distant part of a plain ;

h'ﬁj"
Ft ]dﬂg g Narrow mﬂuthﬂd Erﬂ.“'ﬂ fﬂ! hﬂ!
n E“'E’d. th‘E l'].'l]::irlI i'l'l'[ﬂ hE[ new ahﬂdﬁ : |
2

Covered
ed her body with dust and mortar

Brothers
assembled
mourning at a beautiful p!atﬁ:-rm for
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24,

25,
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Th mother of the lovely, the friends of the lovely kept
i

ol w&E:?iﬂE:

he most beloved companions of the lovely wept bitterly;

T

[ too wept covertly, my tears fell on my snowy sheet,
(and) ched over the well-preserved girdle of my
undercloth ;

when the Ompniscient God turn the night into another
day,

The moon-like daughters of the traders come outside
their houses ;

Clean their necklaces andi bay coloured shawls, and

cover their heads with it,
[ find not amidst them, the denizen of the desert, the

ruby-like Sado.



Chapter 4

ELEGIAC POETRY, MISCELLANEOUS BALLADS AND
ROMANTIC STORIES VERSIFIED BY UNNAMED POETS
OF THE CLASSICAL ERA.

The recitation of dirges (Mokht or Modk) had ever been a
common phenomenon among the female folk of the Baluch
society. The women of the deceased family used to display feats

which were no less than barbarism. They used

Blegiac to beat their heads with stones, tear their
poetry. garments, and sprinkle ash and dust on their
naked heads. They copiously followed the

Arab custom of mourning which was prevalent in the ‘Days of
Ignorance’. The custom of mourning, as is the case today, may
Im. for three days within the family. The women of the
:,T:::i family and of the clan assemble in the house
eparted soul and recite dirges till tears stream fast and

full from their ¢ i
of their eyes and eq e may continue to the exhausti

day after the hyr; 1“&{' Offerings are given on the third
al, H :
ton is paid g th Besides such customs, no special atten-

the nomagd i d € graves of the dead. The graves of
esert Baluchg are marked only by cairns
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o flat flags of stone. In some cases, a tall headstone
sistinctly marks the grave. The dirges thus recited differ
in text and composition. At the demise of a tribal chief,
his bravery and bounty, sword and noble steed, generosity
and genius were praised, In the case of virgins, her beauty
and brevity, chastity and charms, and finally, her fidelity
in the service of her parents,

brothers and sisters
are recounted, and that

of a married women, her
chaste character, manners and managements, her nesdle
work, cares and cautions constitute the main theme. The
entire elegiac poetry that we have at our disposal, has
been composed by unnamed poets of the past, all of whom,
perhaps, regarded elegy as their special province. As arule
the Baluchi dirge has been very plain. The energy of passion
and noble simplicity of style, marks a clear distinction bet-
ween elegiac poetry and the rest of the Baluchi composition.
In fact to recite the dirges with an intensity of feeling -:jnu]d
only be the business of women. Here we give a mﬂ.ﬂ
translation of a typical elegy commonly recited at the demise
of a tribal chief :

b
« An uproar has risen, the earth began to tremble,

i ild blaze,
The sky turned into a wi . o e
burnt the high flying -
Wherefore tains quaked on the death knc.': -;:‘l : ﬂ; |
i mnm::nrn:rs of the universe :l:r.h:ng:ﬂ S o
TTl;E rt?t:i'h: gind took the place of the
e fe

Herat, and vice Versds
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The disturbed waters of the seven seas turpeq the
ocean to foaming [ury,

The trees ran in conlusion, the rocks deranged, ang the
royal palaces tumbled down ;

The four walls of the Sibi fort fell in ruin,

O ye, minstrels | Sing again the heart-breaking threnody
of Amir Chikar's death ;

Our chief was river Indus in generosity,

In patience and wisdom would smooth the ruffled sea :

He ate nothing but roasted mutton,

And employed nothing but ‘ghee’ (butter) to wash the
hands of his guests ;

Even double edged knives became blunt while slaughtering
many sheep (in the way of sacrifice),
Never his fair hands were seen without the thundering

musket, and never his feet off the stirrups of the swift
charger ;

H.is chase were either the eagles of the sky, or the distant
wild sheep of the hills, or the chests of the foes ;

Heavily armed with habiliments of war, he used to take

on hi ed
hnmlmlf’“ much, that the hands of the slaves used to
me rusty while Unarming him -
¥
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Thine tangled locks resembled dark clouds,

Dark clouds are beneficial, for they often visit with
seasonal rainy winds,

And pour water over the dreary plains :

But thy tangled locks black like the black cloud
departed from us, never lo return ;

We now, look in despair, tlowards thine old route,
whither thou used to come off and on :

Thy noble chestnut mare, now alone shakes her head
in fits near the pate of thy kingly house ;

Alas 1 il, ye had died in a tribal leud,

Thine enemies had trembled before thine sword,

And its glittering blade would have soothed the hearts
of thine hoon friends,

(and) blinded the dusty eyes of the foes ;

While thine arrows hud fished into the blood of the
enemies.

And thine spear had turned red by the defiled blood of
the bitterest foes ;

Prophet Moah has gone to his eternal home, likewise
innumirﬂhlf generous persons have gone for ever,
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say thou be the companion of caliph ‘Ali, the chief o
the Faithfuls.”

Here we reproduce a dirge, which is commonly recited
at the expiry of a married woman :
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She is a pious lady or a Hajil,
While performing the pilgrimage we have seen thee
dressed in clean elegant clothes ;

May the holy Fitimah ,be thy supporl always, (and)
send thee flowers through her swift and steady maid

servant ;

With sedate demeanour, our mistress would live in

her house,

Her shelf of stone would contain musk and scents,
She passed her life, attired alwaysin white and clean
clothes ;

Itis not asserted through flattery or falsehood,
That among the women, she was Laylj -3
and turqoise amongst her sisters

Those wha perform pllgrimage to the twin holy cities of
Islam-al-Mecca and al-Madina are addressed asHajl,

She was the august daughter of the Holy Prophet (may peace be
upon him, his descendants and followers).

She was the famous beloyed of

ais, F—
in Arabian annals, Q better known as Majnu



L

10,

461

Her trays and cups for drinking were g Numeroug
that a ship could be fully loaded,
(And the utensils) would

glitter like the nightly
of lightning ;

flash

her chaste -:harar:ter},

(Likewise) her husband feels

proud in the Batherings of
kins ;

A dromedary bedecked

with riding saddje and pannier
descends from the

heavenly clo uds,

Adorn with carpet and white sheet of cloth ;

They shall wash the Corpse
of the spring of paradise,
Fair ladies wil| bathe her,
new shirt and shawl :

of the mistress with water

and dress the Corpse with

Association with her was more 5

than the glittering scenes of kin
Her sweet name wag more (ra
of musk ;

oothing and graceful
gly lreasures,
grant than the fragrance

Even musk had no comparison with her name, which
glittered more thap the red gold,

Gold might have some impurities, but the name of the
mistress remains ever pure ;



1.

12,

13.

14.

genealogies.
Arabs, has ever raise

The Baluchis are passionately

462
A little before sunsel they carried the corpse for burial i
the dark of night,
Let a great cloud shower drops of rain on the caravap

of the mistress,
A cloud that should rain

{ endure thine absence for a moment,
lies a distant unknown

with drizzling drops ;

we could no
Now between thee and us,

bourn ;

Had we seen the Angel of Death,
We would have fired at him a musket ball with our

deadly musket ;

Thou, the firefly of our dark nights, do not bc vexed,
The gates of thine house will be kept open for thine

associates (in thy absence too.)

fond of prodigious
No race, save their ancient ancestors, the

d genealogy to the standard of authentic

history. The Baluchis esteem themselves to

be of best and pure blood, and it is, no doubt

Foem

pertaining  the consciousness of this racial distinction
to Baluch  that cansed all Baluch tribes to remember
Genealogy  their lines of descent from their common
and ancestor. It is undeniable, that in some cases
emigration. thcse lineages are 10 some extent fictitious.

gponymous ancestor is mostly consistent with facts authe

The alleged descent of every tribe from an
nti-



i

cared and established by tradivions and contemporary poems,
However, gencalogical documents among the various tribes
i« regordesd as an index of the popular mind and also a basie
proof to prove the superiority of the tribes in the social
gnd tribal affairs or aribal feuds. A Baluch of noble
stirps i supposed to trace his gencalogical chain upward at
feast to ten penaranons, Here we reproduce a poem versed
by an unnamed poet. Tt roughly  deals with the genealogy
and the distribution of tribes during the Rind hegemony in
the fourteenth and  fifteenth century, Whatever be the
historical value of the poem, but it gives a vivid picture and
classificaion of the various tribes who migrated from
Makirin and settled in the fertile plains of Sibi and Kachhj
inthe fourteenth century.
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: His
‘ time 1D
l. 1 am contented with my God, spend my
praise, | |
He is the sole king of the universe -

& The entire world

ill become mud and dust.
He wil| femain ope

and alone 3



- The town of Karbala is situated

464

We are the religipus followers o

[ <Alj,
Hence our religion and fajq)

IS firm and ﬁIE{l;
We are the followers

of the purest Prophet (may peace
be on h]m}i

For he is the master of (he entire world .

We (Baluchis) are the descen

dants of Amir H:Ealmzah1 1
We migrated from Allepo, 2

We lought against Yazid, 3
Success rests with God ;

(In our long journey) between

Karbalg 4
Seistan

has been our halting place

Shams-ud-Dip Was our rule
(He) was very kind 1o the

and Bampir,

r (at Seistan),
Baluchis ;

Hamzah was tha uncle of the

Holy Prophet
him).

{may peace be on
He was martyred In the battle of Uhud

(625 A.D.).

It is an Important Syrian town,
He was the son and successor of Caliph Mu'awiyah, the Umayyad,

about twenty-five miles north.
west of Kufah,

It is a flourishing village in Persian Baluchistan, and has bean the
cradle of Baluch race.

He was the son and successor of Malik Taj-ud-Din Abul Fath
bin Tahlr bin Muhammad He succeeded to the throne in
559 A.H. (See Tabgat-i-Masiri).



10.

1.

12.

13.

14,

18.

» He was the grea: grand

+ The Drishay triba j

470

When Badr-ud-Din held the sceptre, .
(He) proved repugnant (to the Baluchis)

At that time) Mir Jalal Khan! was our chief,.
{He had under his control forty four Baluch tribes ,

We migrated towards the port of Hirin,

Which is situated on the right side of Kech (in
Makirin) ;

The Hot tribe settled in Makirin,
The Khosagh tribe in the valley of Kech :

Both the Hot and Korai? together live side by side
with the Lasharis ;
The Drishak, * Hot and Mazar; have consanguinity
with the Rinds :

The Rinds

and Lashiris marked the boundaries of
their

possessions in the country ;

ancestar of Mir Chakar, It
al era of the Baluch race b
the 12th century,

is from this
egins. Probably
and was entombed near

chief that the tradition
he died at the close of
the suburbs of Bampur

of the sons of Mir
Jalal Khan, named Korgj,

S settled on the fel

Mountaing, Neighbg Urhood of ¢

Iside of the Daraghazi Khan
he Gurshani tribe.

In the



16.

17.

18.

19,

21.

1.
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The Dombki? tribe is the greatest house of the ra
They dwell on the perennial springs of Gaj2 -

Thf: Chandiyas® have also migrated from Allepo, the
reside near the hamlet of the Kalmati tribe : gt

The MNuhanis dwell at Nali,
The Jistakénis * are their neighbour ;

The Phuzh, Miréali (and) Jatoi are settled in Sibi and
Didhar ;

The Phuzh belong to the common progenitor of the
Rinds,
Mir Chikar is their chief ;

The Gola 5, Gopang ¢ and Dashti 7 do not belong to
Rind line ;

The Dombki tribe is held in esteem becauss some sections of the
eribe clalm close affinity with Amir Chakar l.e. the Brahmani,

Muhammadani and the chief's family, the Mirois.
The present Gajan.
The Chandiyas at present mainly po

Sind province.
The |istakani tribe is scattered over Lhe Derajat territory They
the Gishkauri Phuzh Rinds.

are Phuzh and claim affinity with
Mow they are found In the

The Gola tribe belong to the jats.
Jacobabad district (Sind provincel «

The Gn?nng balong to Baluch blood, and the

pulate the Larkana d'strict of

y are settied in the

Bahawalpur terr'tory: he Dast plain
The Dashtis are Baluchis. and as thﬂiﬂnﬁ:rﬂ?%ﬂh‘;; Ti‘lﬂrp‘"’
in Makuran hence they acquirec !tﬁn sadiqabad tehsil  of

found in Puran, Bhung 30
Bahawalpur.
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The Gorgezh tribe is famous for their wealth
= They live in the suburbs of Talli ! ;
any other Baluch tribes,

There are M i
23. live under the shelter of Rind castle ;

All of them

g¢d4. The Rind reside at Shorin?,
The Lishiris established themselves at Gandawah ;

95. They (the Rinds and Lashidris) distributed among

themselves the lands and fountains,
(But) Shaihak is the supreme chief of all ;

26. After Ishag®and Shaihak, the chief of the entire race
is Chakar ;

21. Forty thousand fighters are ready to take up arms
at his call,

All are high-blooded Rinds ;

::d {;u are mail-clad, armed with bow and sheath, with
EE Stlver - hilted poniard and knife, (and) the fingers bedecked

with golden rings ,

A na
me of village feventeen miles east of 5:bi
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and

32.

3.

34,

35.

36.

-l b il
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Bakar !, Gowahrim, Riamen 2 ang Nodhhanda

|
gﬂld*ﬂﬂﬂttﬂrﬂr, (Elal't: famnuﬂ amo Eh ¥ lhﬂ

ng the Lisharis) .
The hot - mouthed Jaro,

the God - fearin
, 0 £ Hadeh +
Perozshah  Bijar, Rehdn, Bahar with his king] oy
Bivragh, are the elite of the Phuzh - TR

Among the Rinds,
the brave,
Mirhin tops all

Hasan Maulanagh is (he bravest of

in sword smanship ;

Sobha, Mihin, “Ali, Jam Sahak and  Allan

R ®are
less distinguished (among the Rind s) ; no

(Also) Haibatan (Haibat Khan) ahd his son Biy
(Mirali), i

Mir Hasan® and Ibrihim 7

: (are  also  renowp
personalities) ;

For full thirty years,

internecine war continued among
themselves,

This curse has ever been the wont of Baluchis ;

He was the son of the Lashari chief, Gowahram.,
The eldest son of Gowahram

A Lashari nobleman famed for his generosity.
He was a Rind, and was married to the sister of Chakar, Banarl.

This was his pet name. His name was Allahdad, the son of
Chakar,

He was the uncle of Chakar.

The uncle of Chakar.
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inish my method of information and description,
re | finis

He
1% story 0

This is the hi { Baluchis ;
this poem,

r rsed _
The Poet who ve i il .

38.
Mir Jalal Khan can on

write a true history of the
certain that every tribe was
tribal interests,

s almost impossible 10
But it was

' ' f therr
:th wars in the service r.f ; -
N Tribal advantages, tribal pride, haughty spint,

i f revenge, the
less tribal feuds, cult © ,
g iEr?::ﬂnciIablﬂ enmity and other chivalric

e characteristics akin 1o the Arab archetype
patronage and propagation and
attained its highest development and made im. influence f‘c]t
throughout  the region and the race during the rRm:E
gupremacy. Among such tribal feuds, ‘the war for lizard
staged between the wwin Baluch tribes of Las-bela, the
Bulfati and the Kalmati, represents one of the most important
long drawn conflicts of Baluch tribal history., This long
hostility started nearly forty years afier the departure of
Amir Chikar from Baluchistan, during the Arghin ruler of
Sind, Shih Husain, the son of Shah Beg. According 10
‘the traditional history, a few boys of Kalmati tribe pursued
In an open field a lizard to kill i1, the reptile ran and crept

into [ - i

he tent of a neighbouring Bulfat; noble named ‘Umar
where 4y the lime, none
wife of ‘Umar, Biriri
Produce the lizard

It i
Baluch
uc{:upjﬂd

tribal feuds.

received great 1mportance,

of male member was present. The

asj'lmme out of the tent and refused to
e refuge inside her tent.
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Despite her insistence and interposition,
entered the tent and killed it
to his residence but

the Kalmati boys
In the evening ‘Umar came
found the wife distressed beyond
measure, Wrath had already overwhelmed her patience, and
proud to the altitude of her blood and honour, she narrated

the dismal story to her husband, and avowed that ‘since
this day, thou art my brother and myself thine sister, until
thou taketh revenge of the lizard from the Kalmati tribe,’
‘Umar, terrible in constant resolution, loved his wife in a
most dear particular, felt too much annoyed, and an annoyed

man's bolt is soon shot. He tried mirthfully to reconcile
her, but mirth cannot move a soul in sorrow. Failing to

find any alternative, he resolved to take a terrible vengeance
on the Kalmati tribe. Girded his sword and shield, attacked
a neighbouring Kalmati tent, and after murdering one man,
made his escape safely. This feud soon became the bloody
business of both the (ribes, and several times
the hostile tribes, with men of intrepidity and
with means defendant met each other in an equal force,
true sword to sword. Once in a single fight one hundred

men were killed from both sides. For the g?nrit‘iuatlinn of
their family and tribe, the rival heroes decocted their cold

blood to many barbaric deeds, and the reciprocal rﬂi.rjing
and plundering lingered on with full fury for gl:r!EIalmns_
The ‘war for lizard’® bore heavily on the adverse tribes, and
the fratricidal struggle was brought to an end after the
complete exhaustion of both sides. Ar? un.named poet Offt-:
eighteenth century versified the story 1 simple verses,
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en terms and figures pedanlfcal, of which few be
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The day when hostility started with Shih

Bibari was present in her house - Sluisain 3,

A lizard came out fr
| om under a dwarf
The boys (of the Kalmati iribe) |::ursu|=:cflp?:h?1 -

They followed the lizard to the house of the chief
where a graceful person came outside the house : T

Her beautiful bracelet was as white as fresh mjlk
Her white and clean forearm mirrored it I

The highly dignified Bibari said, (and) firmly apd
repeatedly requested the boys not to kill the lizard .
1

(Because) it is a matter that concerns with her high

honour,
Kill it not mercilessly as one kills the Raheja ? Jats ;

Her honourable husband was nol present in the house
The boys killed the lizard with sticks ; ’

She sent message to her husband,
The noble husband left immediately the assembly of

the chiefs ;

The highly honoured Bibari said to him,

If thou avenge not the lizard,
(then think me as thine sister, and thyself as mine

brother ;

the ruler of Sind and Kachhi (in

Shah Husain Arghun,

Baluchistan).
a section of Jats, who ars

The poet classify the Rahejas as
usually deemed to possess low social status.
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10 The brave {hﬂﬁbﬂﬂﬂ) I‘Ejﬂiﬂﬂd,

O my mistress of beauty, have patience til] I make
some decision ;

I, Wait and watch, and talk not to me,
1 will work such a havoe for

the lizard, that this ground
will drench in blood ;

12, For the sake of lizard | sixty men from this

fifty from the opposite camp,
to war against each other

side and
assembled at one place
Regarding the fulfilment of vow,

‘Umar has left (an indelible) mark,

(Likewise) Balach ', the avenger, monumented himself
for blood feud i

The brave Dods
his life) for the

13.

* (gained immortal fame by sacrificing
cattle (of Sami),

story of Dosten and Sh
in the early years of sevent

irin happened, mogt probably,
of the Mughal emperor,

eenth century, during the reign
Akbar, ‘the preat’.

The hill Baluchsg
of eastern Baluchistan time

and again rajded
Dosten Derajat lerritory, and {he Derajat Baluchsg
and would fall on the
Shirin

peaceful population of
neighbﬂuring Panja

. In 1586 A D while
cmperor  Akbar was at

Attock, the Baluch
Khan, Bahsr Khan, Musrat Khan, lbrahim,

chiefs Ghzz;

I, Balach of the Gorgezh tribe,

2. Doda was the elder brother of Balach Gorgezh,
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qlongwith others paid their love and loyalty to the emperor 1

Dosten was a Phuzh Rind nobleman of Narmuk, ap
extensive valley in the central Kalat highland. A big-boned
man. framed of tough fibre, he had virtues that lhad set
him high in praise. [n his smiles of cum.t‘nrt, he did rnew.:r
forget his nearest associates and companions. Great in hj.s
deportment and graceful in his mould, be ever turned his
bounly towards the week and the poor, and hence, was
equally honoured and haloed both by friends and foes,
Lilhiin (Lal Khan), the elder of another Phuzh Rind family
also resided in the neighbourhood of Dosten. Lilhan had
one daughter, a goddess, a grace, named Shirin. Dosten
and Shirin in  their childhood studied together the
preliminaries of religion under a common tutor. From
childhood both had much liking for each other, and this
later on developed and both loved each other by love's own
sweet constraint. When Shirin protested her womanhood,
she had estimate, for all that life can rate with the name
of life, nobility, virtue, piety and honour. The honour of
a maid is her name, and as such, she never lost all noble
heritage of her line. Through the mutual consent of toth
the families, Dosten was betrothed to Shirin, who was the
soul and substance of her family. The date for marriage
was fixed for future period. In the meantime, Dosten, who
often E“_f*-‘d the bland bosom of peace with pillage, was
caught in one of pis forays in the Derajat plain by the

M "
ughal soldiers after 4 War to the knife, For his fell faults,
. See ‘Akbar Namah?,
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he Was confined in the prison at Harrand-Dajal. The news
of his captivity reached Lilhan and Shirin. His caplivity
and separation did Shirin most insupportable vexation and
worry. Despair seized her completely, and most unhappy is
the desire that is sublime. Year followed year, apd every
moment she hoped and expected his release and return bug
she failed as often as she guessed, for frequently expectation
fails, and most often there where most it promises, and
mostly it hits where hope is mostly cold. In the beginning,
the Mughal officer incharge of Harrand-Dijal losed upon
Dosten all his revenge and rage, without all terms of pity,
but later on, the Baluch captive did him desired office and
effected many many nicer deeds, and so won his confidence,
He was released from the prison, with the vow that he will
not go away without being permitted, and at the same time,
the officer made him incharge of the state stable. Dosten
had been bound to Shirin for no less than his life, and he
knew and fully felt there was a heart in Narmuk, During
these hard times, Dosten had promised to yicld her often
tidings, and both he and Shirin would exchange heari-renting
Secrel messages to each other, but anyhow she became tired
of the record of days foregone. Grieved with kKilling griel
and dismayed beyond the mark of thought, she would shed
hot drops from her tender spring every day and every
moment. This drawsy planet in his absence was 1o her no
better than a sty. Her close companions would console

her, but their promises, oaths, tokens and other engines of
allurement and enticement could prove of no avail, ard it
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sesmed as if they were breathing life into a stone. Her fathe,
endeavoured to comfort her but all advices proved worthless
to her as frozen water to a starved stomach. She rarely
slept out this great gap of time, always remained mute
and morose: made her thoughts her prisons, never disbosomed

her inward feelings, and would keep her breast a closet lock

and key of sacred secrets. She always pelitionsd God for

Dosten’s safe return, and wanted to see his person in [full
flesh and blood. Waiting for so long a time, Lalhan,
disappointed and disheartened, lost all hopes about Dosten.

His hope in him was dead. He thought him to be dead or
deported as prisoner to some far-flung Mughal territory.
However, he finally decided to wed Shirin to another person,
who too was named Dosten,

On the day of ‘Id festival, the Mughal officer
arranged a big horse-race  competition at Harrand.
He gave permission also to Dosten to take part in
the race. Accordingly, Dosten selected the best steed from the
state stable, and amidst huge audience, the Mughal officer
watched the race. Dosten won the race, and while passing
IiIEE a wind in front of the Mughal officer, he quickened the
mind out of doubt, and  cried loudly, that as the Mughal
has allowed him to g0, hence he is on his w . E*
land. His haste was Very great, with speed siih hlﬁ o
imagination, He entered the neighb p.H il STHH than
with determined inlrapiditj' and tena ff':mﬂg S
from valley to valley through th 7 Xept on his Pl
The Mughal sepoys ang soldiers =P m“f“ Bugti highland.

Immediately dogged his
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route, a few died in the way_ but ¢
Dosten’s horse.  After two days

tough jourpe
touched the Narmuk valley apg knockeq g 3:']1 h;s horse
Lilhin_ where at the moment swarms " € door qof

hggt ga_thmn.g enjoyed Baluch; MUSIC Sung by various
|r_1l:~a] minstrels. Daosten dismounted from his horse, covered
his face I‘.‘-l"ltE-l.'Ed the audience apg ook his seat pear the
!:'DW ﬂf minstrels, His business looked in him with ap
Itfll:;ﬂ:(;zi i‘;‘:ﬂk- He and his bosom debated a while, and
- asked one of the minstrels to lend him a
t31mjnnunu=. He took the instrument and began 1o sing in
VITgin voice some of the Verses which he often would recite
before Shirin Previous to his prison days. Inside the house,
Shirin, surrounded by a holy parcel of the fairest dames,
burdened with unbefitting strains and pains, sat silently in
complete dejection. She heard, observed and acknowledged
the voice of Dosten and the verses which she often would
hear from him. Her grief was crowned with consolation.
She called her father inside and asked him to give the
minstrel, whatever, he demands. Lilhin again joined the
gathering and asked the new singer to demand
"i'q"h&'ll.‘."q'l:'l' he desires. To the amazement of all, he Sﬂid1-"] want
thine day ghter,” and immediatelv uncovered h_:s face.
Fortune, thus sat in frequently synod about his prediisr ma:
and pleasure. Lalh#n recognized him, and saw him a pal
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The bridegroom 100K off his WEdd.ng head
it on Dosten’s deserving head, :sayang ‘qmu
Shirin’s bed.” The entire marnage

gentle all saw in SIrAnge amazement

Shirin was informed

amidst others.
gear, and placed
art the real master of
party, the mean and

rapid change of favour :
inside the house about this dramatic change of final lot, her

female associates made their eyes flow with joy, and hearts
danced with comfort and compliment. There and then
Dosten and Shirin were coupled together with all the dignity
of Baluch tradition. Thus he became the lord of lady Shirin,
and both, henceforward, enjoyed the remainder of nature with

superior source of peace and prosperity.

and fortune.

An unnamed contemporary poet has poetized the above

story, but the poetic composition is not so grand or graceful,
thrilling or thoughtful as deserved by the interesting story.
The poet has faintly and abruptly outlined the skeleton of the
story, and that too far from facts. The Zeal and Zest which
the story conveys, can hardly be pointed out in the dry verses.
The poem follows as such :

3y (e sl S5y

et lrgiatl g
uil-;'"-j Uﬂ LJ:"J*‘:_,--L.- d
Sl R SST RCK
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3. The black horse, ! the killer of hog deers, is engaged in

and

10,

11,

o

Wk

-

lamentation,
Drinks not the waters of rivers :

Refuse to eat hay and straws of Sind, (but) longs
after the springs of Dasht plain, the winter season fit
for hunting deers and hog deers of the Patokh 2 valley ;

A certain person with a dirty but fragrant wrapper
has come from Khurasan?;

He has with him loads of perfumes and bundles of
Kandahari musk ;

The musks are intended for the youthful ones,
The perfumes for the mothers having (maiden)
daughters ;

(We) got the news from the newcomer,
That the clouds rained over Mungchehr 4 ;

The plain of Sanni ® is covered thickly with the growth
of wild grass, the herds of cows are well-fed ;

Eves are satisfied with the grass ‘of meshiragh*,’ (and)
the goats with the yellow flowers of tulip ;

The horse of Dosten.

A name of a small valley nine miles north of the Narmuk
valley, adjacent to Mand.

The central Kalat or Sarawanian plateau.
A name of valley and village batween Mastung and Kalat.

A name of village twenty five miles south of Dadhar

It belongs to the family of chenepodiaceae. [t wildly grows in
hot plains of Baluchlstan during the summer rains,



12.

L3.

4

and
15.

16.

17.

-
s

162

The she-camels glut the flowers of salsola faetida 1
The shepherds satisfy their appetite with cheese ;

The Rinds enjoy the fine flour of wheat,
The owners of herds have collected their baggages .

Sahik?® with his herds of sheep, Mundro ® and the we).
built towering Bijar +, with their wealth of flocks, haye
too joined the caravan, the ladies have taken the light
things on their heads ;

(They all) moved towards the pass over the hill crest of

Dal 5 and Niaghihi ®,
Because of tiresome journey the kneesof the yellow

camels have swollen :
The women too continued the journey bare footed
alongwith the fine-legged ewes and goats ;
A kind of a succulent trifoliate plant.
He was a Phuzh Rind of wealth and verity.
A Phuzh Rind neble of the Narmuk valley.

A famous swordsman of the Phuzh Rinds.

A name of a narrow pass on the eastern side of the Naghahl
mountain.

A name of a long and high mountain beginning from the west of
Cranjan and finally joining the Kirthar range on the wast of

Latkhana and Sehwan in Sind. It is sometime named Nagal, and
perhaps this s a Mongol name.



18.

19.

20,

21.

22,

23,

24,

26.

44933

The spotied cattle in line with the strong male
continued advance ;

camels

The verdant valley becomes visible soon after, ascending
the pass over the hill crest of Mal?,

When the caravan ascends over the lofty crags (and

takes the downward course) then they recollect the
comforts of strolls over the plain :

Shirin had previously pitched her tent on the fertile
plain of Narmuk :

The ponds were full to the brim with rain water,

She (Shirin) had called her dear maid servant (Let's
go and wash) ;

Had taken along cups full with moistened fuller’s-earth,
Had got her locks rubbed with it and rinsed and combed ;

Only Yesterday, the shamer of moon (Shirin} had
washed her locks with sweat rain water ;

Her soft locks part easily like the
pistacia kinjuk

She had held her bag (for toilet and jewels) :

(smooth) leaves of

Had taken out her shining mirror,

Placed it on her flower-like thigh, (and) had looked
her beautiful face :

A name of crest on the top of the southern side of the Maghahi
mountain, '



27.

3.

32.

3.

34.

35.

494

The girls of the kin besides forty four companjops 2
the same age, accompanied her ;

The girls of the Rinds, namely Mahan, Mudhi, Hzp;
Dadhi and the desert-trotter, Shalli, too assembled there,

The flocks of croaking heron passed over their heads,

(Shirin) alongwith her companions came wandering in 5
frolic manner near the mouth of the stream ;

They plucked yellow flowers of tulip,
She (Shirin) stuck few flowers in her embroidered

shirt ;

Some flowers she distributed amongst her companions,
Then all sat under the shade of the hut ;

She covered her face with her head cover,
Put her concealed face to trouble ;

Her tangled locks were covered with dust,
She wept with her intoxicated eyes, the tears poured
forth on her silver necklace ;

She kept on weeping and shoved away other women,

(Saying) “All ye! my cognates, leave me alone
I need not ﬂw {:nmpany“;

The fellow whom she loved, has fallen prey to the
curses of the old woman ;
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3. “The Turks have shown him the city,

They have even taken hip beyond the dreary Isfahan,
(and) brought him to the distinguish

ed city of Harrand!.
17 Yeall should hold up thy

Prayer, beseach
and God that he may bring my truthful

and  famous
38. Dosten (to his native land), not thijs Dosten but the
real one”

$9. (May he come) mounted on his bay coloured steed,
prancing like lion,
(And) his old fort then will be repaired again .

40, Let the

possessions)
hamlet :

real masters come tand occupy their

amidst the peacefyl mistresses of the

41, Lest in thy absence, other coward Persons or shepherds
of goats and ewes, should use thy wealth and gold :
42.  (May God) bring him in the month

of Suhail?, during
the rejoicings of the day of marriage

;
I+ A nama of 2 tawn In the Derajat tarrieary,

of Dera Ghazikhan. It marked the eastarn sxtremity of the
khanate dominien,

sliuated 1suth-sasg
1. Suball is the name of & star which appears on the horizen In the
first week of September, The pprarance of the star marks
the end of summer ssason and the beginning of winter. Hance

the famous Baluch adage, =8 e 0l ola Sigtue

‘Dis mot, ewer ¢l the appearance of Suball’,
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The fortune of the princely girl favoured her,

43,
Her friend came from Harrand;

41. The death news of Dosten turned untrue,
The youth of both (Dosten and Shirin) renewed again,

The name of Majnan Layld is familiar in every orient
mouth as household words. The semi-mythical love story of
Majniin Layld, * whose original name is said to bave been

Qays ibn-al-Mulawwah %, according to legend,

Majnan fell in hot love to the point of madness
Layla (whence his surname Majniin), with Layl3, a
woman of the same tribe, Beni ‘Amar. The

true-hearted Layld too reciprocated his love, but was
compelled by her father to marry another man, and this gave
her up to toils and tears for the rest of life. Winding up
days with pangs and night with sighs, Qays, as legended,
deranged with despair, passed his life wandering half-naked
among the hills and valleys of his native land Najd, only
longing for a sight of her. He would return to his normal
self only when his beloved’s name was mentioned®, Majnin
ﬂfunpejrishing ]M: Fn;r?;e romances celebrating the energy
: poets of the east, the story has

P i 1bn Khallikan, vol. |, P. 148,

1, -
Al-Kutubi, Fyyar Al-Wafayat, vol. 11 p

aboue A.H, 80—g99 A.D
lhn-'l.',]utlrhlh. Shi'r, pp 358.-62

172, mentions the date
Jl
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ever been a theme as fluent as the sea,

. Several poets have
wxed their mind on this story angd subject in language of

carnest passion and exquisite felicity to ap extent that
would seem o turn the sands iptg eloquent longues. The

00 never slacked ip including
this story in the treasury of Baluchj literature. Aq unnamed
Baluch poet of the early seventeenth Century composed g
poem entitled ‘Layla-o-Maijniin, but the Majngn Lavli of
the Baloch poet differs from the Maingn Layla of Arabia.
Both the lover and beloved are thoroughly Baluchinized
lo the extent that instead of MNajd in Arabia the poet
locates their residence near the fellside of the barren
mountain, Bambhor !,  As the Story of Majniin Layla passed
under different colours through different ages and different
minds, so the Baluch mind has poriraved the story according
to his taste and technic, However, the simplicity of diction,
the choiceness of sentiments, fanciful imagery and witty
conceits which the poet singled out for this famous love
episode, calls to attention to the poet's skill in the art of
poetry. As such we reproduce the poem.

Oy WA gyemly
ety ) 145 pley 0139

Murrl
l. Thisis a barrem mounmtaln to the east of Lehrl, In the
tribal territery.
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I,

hHod

The fellside and valleys of the Bambhor mountajy,

dant,
have become VEr
(As) the clouds have poured on rains ;

The natural ponds became full 1o the brim,

Layla takes with her a cup containing fuller’s earth ;

She goes near the sweat fresh water,
Sits nearby and washes her locks ;

(Later on) dishevels her locks on her shoulders and
gets back to her hul:

Turns aside the blankets and takes cut her bag (for
toilet and jewels) ;

(She) takes up the silvern mirror, places it on her
princely thigh ;

Drops the curtain of the hut, beholds her features
with pleasant peace :

b ]

The beggarly Majnin rovingly came (near her hut),
The ruby-like Layls said to him ;

We will bestow on thee a string of
horses having upright €ars,

musk-like fragrant country :

young camels
(in case) thou |eave my

After hearing these lerms, Majnin responded :

“I will never accept
n:ither horses with yu
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14,

15,
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' ' : o via trans-
Hearing the above words, the ruby-like Lavla
ported with passion ;

The mother of Layli said tumulivously that this man
0 young lover, fundja man of undisciplined nature ;

She (Laylis mother) ordered 10 bring poison,
Gotit dissolved at night within a cup of water ;

LEnrly inthe morning, the maid servant took the cup
of poison (o Majniin, the Invcr,

He (Majniin) ook the Cup and drank the contents up
to the last drop .

He (Majnfin) said 1o

the  naid  servan when
thou get back (g the

ruby-like Layla, (Convey
her) that Majngn said,; that Layla has sent him fresh
milk of cow, jand) as such, bring immediatel;r one
Mmore cup ;

Hearing yhis discourse, the
furiuuﬁ;
Layl#'s mothe, became annoyed

She called forth the snake charmers
land ;
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He took the cup and drank up to (he st drop

. . {and

and said to the maid scrvant, “When thou go bac} t}

24, the ruby-like Layla, then tell her thy though Lhr:
poison will act mortally on me, yet, hereafter, thou
and 1 will have more meetings with each other”:

25. Hearing this message Layli became furious

26. She ordered the camel drivers (Jats) to ge ready (for
journey) ,
In the dead of night the herd-owners in line with 3
string of camels migrated from their habitation

27. The beggarly Majniin too left the place with the herd
of camels and cattle :

28,  With her hands bedecked with bracelet,
She (Layla) pointed at the dog (Majniin) to keep off ;

29  Tke beggarly Majniin, thereat stopped there, and (in

and due course of time, his dry and bony skeleton) stood

30.  there like a dry timber, wild grown creeping plants
covered him from head to heel, (and) falcons prey at
liberty +

31.  One day the herd-owners again migrated and came
to their previous places;

32,

The wood-cutter roaming for cutting of woods, came
there ;
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33,

34,

35,

36,

3.

a9,

41,

42.

=]

a7

He saw a trunk of tree completely covered with (thick
and pricklvy shrubs,

Struck an audible stroke with his steely haichet :

From the trunk a meak voice arose,

(stating) 0 wood-cutter, | am not a trunk of tree ;

I am Majnan, the lover,
Standing still and silent in the love of 1 ayla :

Heaning the voice, the wood-cutter,

trembling with fear and chattering teeth, hurried from
the place ;

He said to (Layld) “! have seen thine friend, who has
withered like dry timber :

Wild grown creeping plants have covered him from top
to toe,

(Whereas) falcons prey at liberty” :
Hearing this account, she determined to visit the lover,

Firmly holding together her newly grown breast she ip
haste, went to the mad Majniin;

She started to pluck out

the weeds above his head,
(Whereat) Majnin said to

her -

“Pluck not weeds, O my beloved,
For they pave me protection :
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43. They kept me warm during the chilly nights of winge,
In the daytime they shaded me like the shage of

clouds ;

44. Thy heart is fettered in love of thine friends,
(And) remains contented with perfumes and bed

cushions.

Khusro Parviz (591-628 A,D.), the grandson of
Naushirwin, professed an ambiguous sort of christianity,
which he picked up while in exile with the Romans. He

wooed and bedded a christian mistress, the

Shirin distinguished Sira ! or Shirin, a mortal venus,
Farhad as fair as day, the heart-blood of beauty.
Farhid, the most famous sculptor of his age,

was employed by Khusro Parviz to execute the bas-reliefs
in his palace. Beauty is purchased by judgment of the eve.
He saw Shirin, surrendered his heart, and began to love her
above thought. As the legend states, that he had received a
promise of her from the Khusro, if he would cut through the
rock of Behistiin, and divert the course of a stream to the
Kirmanshah plain. Men prize the thing ungained more than
it is, and joy's soul lies in the doing. Remaining as true as
sun to day, as earth to the centre, Farhid, choked with his
ambition, with bulldog tenacity and patience as fixed as a
virtue, set to work and had all but brought to an end his

I. “Persia and the Persisn Question™, by Geor
Ee M. Curzon
Vol. 1, P. 562, '
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huge enterprise, when he was [alsely informed by an emissary
irom the king of his lady’s death. Many people, usually,
deem it worthless to live when to live is an anguish, and so
anybody has a prescription to die when death is his physician
or sure cure. In dark despair, he leaped from the rock and
was dashed to pieces. People of all shades, rich and poor,

virgins and boys, young and wrinkled old, all wept and saw
his burial better than his life.

This delicious story has been lucidly versified with little
variations, by an unnamed Baluch poet of the seventeenth
century. The poet has, infact, endeavoured to his best to
bring tenderness and elegance, lofty meditation and delicate
sentiment in his poem, as compared to the war-like, wild and

nomadic strain that usually ran in the literary vein of the
classical Baluch thought and song.
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10.

11,

01y

He (Farhid) wandered in o
: , search of the distinon
Shirin from lerritory to territory ¢ distinguished

At length, the king himself asked (Farhid), h

have a rock weighing hundreds of b
who breaks it into picces. Lin shall
Shirin in marriage :

maunds, anyone
| give the hand of

The spirited lover girded his loin cloth with his right
hand ; | E

Shirin, the mistress, prayed,
May it be that this rock (urns soft like wax,

(And) be easily crushed into powder like the black
Collyrium (for eyes),

(So that) the rock may not hurt the hands of my firiend ;

For a year he endeavoured hard and galled his hands,
The rock (fortunately) happened to be soft like wax,
Was crushed into powder like the black Collyrium ;

The king said that he will give money beyond

count, gold without being weighed to the person who
deprives the lover (Farhid) of his life ;

An old woman of Crabbed age said,
That she will take money without count ;

(And) gold without being weighed,
(As) 1 will deprive this lover of his life” ;
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2.

13.

14,

16.

17.

18.

19.

514

Beating her face with her hands,
She (the old woman) came weeping to Farhid ;

My son, | pity thee for thy hardships,
For one year thou hath toiled hard ;

The mistress Shirin expired,
Such has been the Command of God ;

(Hearing this) Farhad too died next morning,
The hot water of life within his breast cooled down ;

The people carried to graveyard the fragrant coffin,
(and) passed near the palace of (Shirin) ;

The mistress Shirin said,
Ye maid servant, inquire from the people whose
corpse it was in the coffin ;

The carriers of coffin replied that it was that of majestic
Farhid who expired ;

Shirin called forth her maid servant,
Asked her to wash her locks ;

“] will put the head scarf on my head
(For) T feel thirsty to see the lover” ;
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23,
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The fair-faced maid servant replied that Farhid
originally belonged o the family of Carpenters, he was
o Jadgal * of Sind ;

The mistress Shirin said,
ye maid servant, talk notl nonsense,
Lovers do not go after casts |

(Likewise) mistress Shirin too breathed her last,

She surrendered 1o the will of God;

Now (both Shirin and Farhid) will meet in the next
world,

The real word is Jatgal, le. these who speak the language of
the |ats.
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Foot-
note
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ERRATA

Misprinted

perrenial
Gargezh
Biloch
Khalti
chord
the

lurth
he
Composed of
block
as stake
Liishari
sich
horse

then deem me as thy
father and brother

then
Panjih

follen

Correct Word

perennial
Gorgezh

Balach

Khatti

cord

the iraipn

birth

the

Composed on
black

at stake

Lashari

rich

mare

then deem thee as my
brother and father
them

Punjab

fallen
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Hilro
his
neare
similies
uproues
is
poring
imajenation
Canged
their

=

Bariri
be

Hairo
her
near

similes

. uprouses

was
pouring
imagination
Caused

his

Bibari

he
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